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Davis Island, looking toward the Tampa skyline, as it appeared in a
photograph of 1929. The island, originally two small marshes, was developed
during the mid-1920s by David P. Davis, who had made his fortune selling
Miami real estate. By 1929, after Davis’s death and the collapse of the
Florida land boom, most construction on the island had ceased, not to
resume until the late 1930s. It is now a large and fashionable residential
area. Photograph from the collection of Hampton Dunn of Tampa.
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GOVERNOR LEROY COLLINS OF FLORIDA
AND THE SELMA CRISIS OF 1965
by THOMAS R. W AGY *
T
O Alabama,

March 9, 1965, a bright sun shone on Selma,
replacing the gray, gloomy weather which had
blanketed the city for days. Despite the sixty degree temperature,
the air held a winter crispness. Most of the people gathered at
Brown’s Chapel wore heavy overcoats and gloves. The nervous
conversations grew into an expectant murmur and then
applause as a young black man came into view. He walked
among the crowd, touched the extended hands, and moved to
the church steps to speak. He was their leader. Arguments
about whether or not to march ended. They would abide by his
decision. The deep, resonant voice of the Reverend Martin
Luther King, Jr., boomed out across the churchyard proclaiming, “I have no alternative but to lead a march from this spot
to carry our grievances to the seat of government. I have made
my choice. I have got to march.“ 1
Some of the people of Selma believed that if these civil rights
advocates marched “there would be many people dead by nightfall.” Tension permeated the city of 28,775, perched on a high
bluff on the north bank of the Alabama River. 2 Black citizens
of Dallas County had become adamant in their demand for
voting rights, economic opportunity, and integration. 3
The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee brought
the civil rights movement to Selma in the spring of 1963. In
N

*

UESDAY,

Mr. Wagy is a doctoral candidate in history at Florida State University,
Tallahassee.

1. Selma Times-Journal, March 9, 1965; Charles E. Fager, Selma, 1965
(New York, 1974), 8, 103.
2. Fager, Selma, 102; New York Times, March 14, 1965.
3. W. C. Heinz and Bard Lindeman, “Great Day at Trickem Fork: The
Meaning of the Selma March,” Saturday Evening Post, May 22, 1965,
30-31, 89-95; Fager, Selma, 76, describes the poverty and segregation
which confronted most of Dallas County’s black citizens. Hosea Williams
v. George C. Wallace, 240 F. Sup. 104 (1965); New York Times, March
14, 1965; Fager, Selma, 8-9; Time, March 19, 1965, 23, discusses and
statistically analyzes the discrimination in voter registration.

[403]
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the next year and a half, the community experienced a series of
bitter demonstrations that saw hundreds jailed. In January 1965,
King added the strength of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference to the Selma movement. 4 He anticipated that nonviolent demonstrations would elicit official repression, drawing
national attention to the suffrage issue. He stressed, “Just as
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was written in Birmingham, we
hope that the new federal voting legislation will be written here
in Selma.“ 5
Dallas County Sheriff James G. Clark served as the foil in
King’s design. Clark, at forty-three, was a tall, heavyset man with
his stomach sagging over his belt. He wore “a grey and brown
military-style uniform, complete with an officer’s billed hat
shiny with gold braid.” A billy club and battery-operated cattle
prod hung from his belt. He opposed any compromise on segregation. Backed by a volunteer posse, Clark insisted on a hard line
policy toward demonstrators. One observor noted, “When it came
to dealing with these ‘agitators,’ the sheriff seemed to go more
than a little crazy.“ 6
Alabama Governor George C. Wallace and Colonel Albert J.
Lingo, state director of public safety, cooperated with the local
authorities in suppressing demonstrations. Lingo, a former smalltown businessman and policeman, had been appointed by Wallace
in return for loyal political support. The reputation of Lingo’s
force for violence against blacks matched that of Clark’s posse.
As Lingo remarked, “We don’t believe in making arrests. It’s
better to break them up.“ 7
The conflict in Selma created an aura of hostility that spread
4. Robert M. Bleiweiss, ed., Marching to Freedom: The Life of Martin
Luther King, Jr. (New York, 1968), 124; Fager, Selma, 18-20.
5. Martin Luther King, “Behind the Selma March,” Saturday Review,
April 3, 1965, 16; New York Times, February 14, 1965, cited in Julia
Sullivan Chapman, “A Southern Moderate Advocates Compliance: A
Study of LeRoy Collins as Director of the Community Relations Service”
(M.A. thesis, University of South Florida, 1974), 48. For an analysis
of King’s strategy, see David J. Garrow, Protest at Selma: Martin
Luther King, Jr., and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (New Haven,
1978), 220-36.
6. Time, March 19, 1965, 23; Garrow, Protest at Selma, 227; Fager, Selma,
5, 18. The New York Times, March 9, 1965, noted that estimates of the
size of Clark’s posse ranged from 100 to 400.
7. Fager, Selma, 86-87, 47, 82; Montgomery Advertiser, March 14, 1965;
New York Times, March 9, 1965.
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across Alabama’s black belt. Violence followed. On February
17, a state trooper killed a black youth during a demonstration
in Marion, a Perry County community thirty miles northeast of
Selma. To protest the murder, civil rights leaders decided to
march fifty miles along U.S. Route 80 from Selma to the state
capitol in Montgomery. 8 On Sunday, March 7, 650 blacks set
out from Brown’s Chapel. Just across Edmund Pettus Bridge,
an impressive structure of concrete and steel girding the Alabama River, state troopers blocked the march. The troopers
attacked the blacks with clubs, tear gas, and smoke bombs. As
the terrified marchers scrambled back across the bridge, Clark’s
mounted posse joined the assault, wielding bullwhips, ropes, and
lengths of rubber tubing wrapped with barbed wire. Before the
bedlam ended seventeen blacks were hospitalized and sixtyseven others were treated for injuries. 9
The assault incensed the entire nation. King announced that
the march would be completed, and he called on sympathetic
clergymen to join him. The clergy’s response surprised even
King as over 400 priests, ministers, and rabbis pledged to meet
him in Selma on Tuesday, March 9. 10 Governor Wallace
recognized that violence harmed the segregationists’ cause, but
refused to sanction the Tuesday march. 11
Pressure mounted on President Lyndon B. Johnson to intervene in Alabama, and he decided to use the incident to fulfill a
campaign pledge for a law guaranteeing all Americans the
opportunity to vote. He realized the nation’s anger would likely
dissipate quickly; immediate action was essential. The Presi8. Montgomery Advertiser, March 14, 1965; Fager, Selma, 81.
9. Fager, Selma, 93-95; Montgomery Advertiser, March 8, 14, 1965; New
York Times, March 8, 9, 1965; Selma Times-Journal, March 8, 1965;
Tallahassee Democrat, March 14, 1965; Williams v. Wallace, 104-05;
Time, March 19, 1965, 27; Garrow, Protest at Selma, 73-77. The New
York Times, March 9, 1965, reported these casualty statistics. The Selma
Times-Journal, March 8, 1965, reported that eighteen of the fifty-six
treated were hospitalized, while the Montgomery Advertiser, March 8,
1965, reported that only thirty-five were treated.
10. Fager, Selma, 98; Garrow, Protest at Selma, 76, 78-82, 87-89; Montgomery
Advertiser, March 9, 1965; Bleiweiss, Marching to Freedom, 129. Rabbi
David Susskind, of St. Petersburg, Professors Keith Irwin and Kenneth
Keeton of Florida Presbyterian College, and the Reverend Alan
Carlsten, the college’s chaplain, all of whom were at Selma, discussed
their experiences in the St. Petersburg Times, March 10, 1965.
11. Bob Ingram, “Lingo Nearly Got Ax Over Selma Debacle,” Montgomery
Advertiser, March 14, 1965; New York Times, March 9, 1965.
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dent understood, as perhaps few Northerners in those emotional
days could have, that there existed in the South a large reservoir
of moderate opinion. He knew that many Southerners opposed
extra-legal or violent responses to the demands voiced by black
leaders and their followers. To retain the support of the
moderates, Johnson did not want to intrude without a request
from the state for assistance. The President was opposed to
making Wallace “a states’rights martyr.“ 12
Johnson tried to convince the Reverend Dr. King to postpone
Tuesday’s march in order to avoid a repeat of Sunday’s violence.
The President assured the black leader that if he delayed the
march, the administration’s voting rights bill would be completed by the weekend. Moreover, a federal judge issued an injunction barring the demonstration until hearings could be
held. 13 But the multitude gathered in Selma pressured King to
carry through. At four o’clock Tuesday morning he advised the
administration that he would defy the court and march. 14
Johnson’s plan to postpone the march appeared to have
failed. The almost certain violence would not only bring
criticism for not protecting the marchers but also would necessitate federal intervention which would undoubtedly undermine
the support of southern moderates for his voting rights bill. At
this crucial moment, the President turned to LeRoy Collins,
former governor of the state of Florida and now director of the
Community Relations Service. He asked Governor Collins to
go to Selma to try to head off the confrontation. 15
During the period that Collins had served as governor of
Florida, 1955 to 1961, the years of racial crisis, he had refused
to join the “massive resistance movement” which sought to
thwart implementation of court-ordered integration. Although
initially advocating legal opposition to the Brown decision,
Collins came to believe that Southerners had a moral obliga12. Lyndon B. Johnson, The Vantage Point: Perspectives of the Presidency,
1963-1968 (New York, 1971), 162-63.
13. Miami Herald, March 10, 1965; David L. Lewis, King: A Critical
Biography (New York, 1970), 277; Williams v. Wallace, 102-03.
14. New York Times, March 10, 1965; Time, March 19, 1965, 25; Garrow,
Protest at Selma, 83-85; Andrew Kopkind, “Selma,” New Republic,
March 20, 1965, 7; Selma Times-Journal, March 9, 1965; Lewis, King,
277-78.
15. Interview with LeRoy Collins, Tallahassee, Florida, November 10,
1977.
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16

tion to change their racial customs. In a speech to the Southern
Governors’ Conference delivered during the 1957 Little Rock
integration crisis, Collins asserted, “[national sentiment] believes
that the decisions of the United States Supreme Court are the
law of the land and insists that ours be a land of the law.“ 17
When the sit-in demonstrations in the spring of 1960 resulted in
violence in several Florida cities, Collins went on statewide
radio and television to call for peace. Denying blacks equal
rights, he argued, was un-Christian, undemocratic, and unrealistic. “We can never stop Americans from struggling to be
18
free,” he proclaimed. By the conclusion of his administration,
Collins’s racial views had advanced beyond those of a majority
of his constituents, but had gained for him national stature as a
leading southern moderate. 19
In 1961, Collins accepted the presidency of the National Association of Broadcasters, a private organization. He served a
stormy three-year term during which he questioned the broadcasters’ reliance on program ratings, the paucity of cultural
offerings, and then influence of cigarette advertising. 20 In 1964,
Johnson asked Collins to head the Community Relations Service,
the agency created by Congress in Title X of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 to promote peaceful compliance with the law. Conservative Southerners insisted that the Community Relations
Service be established to help with education and understanding. 21 Johnson, first as Senate majority leader and then as Presi16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

21.

“Transcript of Statewide TV-Radio Talk to the People of Florida on
Race Relations, by Governor LeRoy Collins, March 20, 1960,” 5, box 24,
in the LeRoy Collins Papers, University of South Florida, Tampa.
“Remarks by Governor LeRoy Collins at Southern Governors’ Conference, Sea Island, Georgia, September 23, 1957,” 13, box 21, ibid.
“Talk on Race Relations,” 6, box 24, ibid.
During his second administration, Collins served as chairman of the
Southern Governors’ Conference, chairman of the National Governors’
Conference, and president ‘of the Council of State Governments. Collins’s
national recognition was culminated in his selection as permanent
chairman of the 1960 Democratic National Convention. See John L.
Perry, “Florida’s National Prestige,” in Florida Across the Threshold:
The Administration of Governor LeRoy Collins, January 4, 1955-January 3, 1961 ([Tallahassee?], [1960?]) , 391-96.
Barb Lustig, “He’s Tallahassee’s Own Statesman,” Tallahassee Democrat, September 10, 1967. For an analysis of Collins’s NAB presidency,
see Manny Lucoff, “LeRoy Collins and the NAB: Experiment in the
Public Interest” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Iowa, 1971).
Marquis Childs, “Peacemaker Stands in the Line of Fire,” Nashville
Tennessean, March 16, 1965.
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dent, had advocated a federal office to utilize moderate Southerners in conciliating racial conflicts in Dixie. 22 He took an active
role in the formation and staffing of the CRS. Congress placed
the agency under the Commerce Department since it dealt with
owners of such public accommodations facilities as motels,
restaurants, and theaters. Secretary of Commerce Luther Hodges,
former governor of North Carolina and a close friend of Collins,
had recommended him as the ideal man to direct the CRS. 23
Collins represented the class of moderate Southerners on
whom Johnson based his strategy in the South. At the age of
fifty-six, he was tall and stately with white hair and deepening
lines in his face. He smiled easily and often and spoke with a
soft drawl characteristic of his native north Florida. Marquis
Childs, a nationally syndicated political columnist, felt that
Johnson could not have selected a better man. Childs wrote:
“[Collins] has a compassionate understanding of the problem
of integration as it affects both the South and the North and,
above all, the Negro. Slow spoken, almost courtly in manner,
he has the two qualities needed to stand resolute in the eye of
the storm-patience and an unshakeable calm.“ 24
Despite these qualifications, Collins hesitated to accept the
position. He had never been financially independent and the
National Association of Broadcasters’presidency paid three times
the amount provided for the CRS directorship. But his controversial stances at the NAB had led to criticism from conservative broadcasters. Although his position was secure, the
pressures of the office were extreme. Collins realized the CRS
post would be equally demanding, yet welcomed the opportunity
for change. Besides, he later remembered, “President Johnson
was the most persuasive man I’ve ever known.” Johnson told him,
“At this time, in the history of this country, this is the number
one job I’ve got to offer.” Collins understood the importance
of the office and wanted to serve the country in a time of crisis.
He also viewed a presidential request almost like a military
22. Annual Report of the Community Relations Service, Fiscal Year 1965
(Washington, 1966), 1.
23. Collins interview, November 10, 1977; John Herbers, The Lost Priority:
What Happened to the Civil Rights Movement in America? (New
York, 1970), 38.
24. Childs, “Peacemaker in the Line of Fire.”

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol57/iss4/1

12

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 57, Number 4
G OVERNOR L E R OY C OLLINS

409

command. Collins accepted the position, organized a staff, and
searched for solutions to the racial crisis through accommodation and conciliation. 25 The Selma confrontation constituted the
severest test for the strategy of the CRS. 26
Collins later reflected on the events of Tuesday, March 9,
1965, and concluded all he had done in his life seemed preparation for that day. 27 He flew to Craig Air Force Base near Selma
in one of the smaller, two engine jets made available for presidential use. He went immediately to the Federal Building in
downtown Selma where he conferred with John M. Doar,
assistant attorney general in charge of the Justice Department’s
Civil Rights Division. The court injunction prohibiting the
march placed Doar, as a representative of the Justice Department,
in a difficult position. He could not support any alternative to
obedience to the court. Collins, though, with a semi-independent status under the Commerce Department, could seek a compromise. The concept of a partial march developed from a discussion of the minimum demands of both sides. They sought a
strategy that would allow both the marchers and state officials
to claim victory. With the outline of a plan in mind, Collins
and Doar went to talk directly to Martin Luther King. 28
King was staying at the home of Dr. Sullivan Jackson, a
black dentist. When the federal officials arrived, they found
several black leaders in the living room where discussions had
been going on most of the night. King emerged from a bedroom
Collins interview, November 10, 1977. The Florida newspapers that
commented on the appointment concurred with the view of the editors
of the Miami Herald, July 4, 1964, who believed the nomination
“should reassure both friends and foes of the Civil Rights Act.” See the
Tampa Tribune, July 5, 1964; St. Petersburg Times, July 5, 1964;
Daytona Beach Morning Journal, July 9, 1964; and Miami News, July
9, 1964.
26. Miami Herald, March 11, 1965. Agency conciliators had been in Selma
since January 1965, seeking to open communications between the conflicting factions. CRS staffman Max Sechrest, a former South Carolina
newspaper publisher, had been intimately involved in the crisis and
worked closely with Collins in resolving the dispute. Collins interview,
November 10, 1977; Chapman, “Southern Moderate Advocates Compliance,” 49-51.
27. Robert H. Akerman, manuscript on the career of LeRoy Collins, 134,
cited in Chapman, “Southern Moderate Advocates. Compliance,” 49.
28. Chapman, “Southern Moderate Advocates Compliance,” 54; Childs,
“Peacemaker in the Line of Fire”; Collins interview, November, 1977;
New York Times, March 10, 1965.

25.
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still wearing his pajamas. 2 9 Collins and Doar pleaded with King
to abide by the court injunction, emphasizing the “explosive
situation” in Selma. The Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, a King
associate, argued that instead of asking blacks not to march,
Collins should urge the state troopers not to be brutal. Collins
sympathized but warned that a repeat of Sunday’s events would
be a tragedy for the entire nation. King insisted that his conscience required him to march. Moreover, he argued, many
people were so emotionally committed they would carry through
whether he led them or not. 30
Collins and Doar realized that further discussion of postponement of the march was useless. Doar withdrew from the
conversation since he could approve no action that contravened
the injunction. Collins, though, suggested a compromise. Would
King accept a symbolic victory? The demonstrators could walk
across Edmund Pettus Bridge, confront the troopers, hold a
prayer service, and then return to Selma. This stratagem would
allow blacks to express their indignation while avoiding direct
conflict with the troopers. King replied, “I cannot agree to do
anything because I don’t know what I can get my people to
do, but if you will get Sheriff Clark and Lingo to agree to
something like that, I will try.“ 31
Time was short. Collins set out to find Clark and Lingo. A
sense of foreboding blanketed the silent Selma streets as he
drove across town. Five hundred troopers, over two-thirds of
the state’s force, were in the city. As time for the march neared,
the troopers began to take positions in the center and at the
corners of each block. Across Edmund Pettus Bridge, whites
29. Miami Herald, March 10, 1965; Collins interview, November 10, 1977;
Fager, Selma, 102.
30. Tallahassee Democrat, March 11, 1965; King, “Behind the Selma March,”
57; Miami Herald, March 12, 1965; Chapman, “Southern Moderate
Advocates Compliance,” 55; Collins interview, November 10, 1977.
31. Collins interview, November 10, 1977; Tampa Tribune, March 11, 1965,
cited in Chapman, “Southern Moderate Advocates Compliance,” 54.
King in “Behind the Selma March,” 16, 57, wrote that charges he
had made a deal with the government “to throttle the indignation”
of the demonstrators were “a perversion of the facts.” King’s claim, in
part a response to criticism from militants of his role at Selma, might
have resulted from a question of semantics. What constituted a “deal?”
King certainly at no point guaranteed that he would turn the march
around. Collins, though, sought an agreement to try, and King did. For
a discussion of the conflicting interpretations of this meeting, see Lewis,
King, 278-79.
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congregated along Route 80 in anticipation of a repeat of Sunday’s spectacle. About 150 newsmen from around the world had
assembled to record the event. At the King’s Bend intersection,
the first stop light across the bridge, more than 100 troopers had
begun to form their barricade. 32
Collins found Clark and Lingo organizing their forces. Instead of his customary uniform, Clark wore a dark business
suit, a narrow striped tie, a black hat, and sunglasses. Lingo
was also attired in a business suit but incongruously wore a
white trooper’s helmet which was a bit oversized, resting just
above his eyes. They agreed to meet with Collins in a nearby
office at the rear of the Lehman Pontiac Company. 33
Clark and Lingo initially seemed antagonistic. Collins, however, urged them to accept his plan of a settlement which
would provide a facesaving victory for both sides. Edmund
Pettus Bridge had become a symbol for the civil rights advocates, he explained; blacks believed they had the right to cross
the bridge without being attacked on the other side. If Clark
and Lingo allowed the demonstrators to cross the bridge, confront the troopers, and have a twenty-minute prayer meeting,
they might then return to the church. But, for the plan to
succeed, the state forces would have to refrain from moving into
the marchers as they had on Sunday. His design would give
both sides a symbolic victory, Collins pointed out; since the
blacks would cross the bridge and the state officials would block
the march, which was their avowed purpose. 34
Clark and Lingo expressed an interest in the proposal, but
refused to make a commitment. Instead Lingo asked Collins to
step out into the hallway while he made a phone call. Collins
complied, assuming that Lingo was talking to Governor Wallace.
After a few minutes, Lingo summoned him back into the office,
and told him that they would try the arrangement. Clark drew a
map tracing a route from Brown’s Chapel which he adamantly insisted the marchers follow. Collins never understood the
sheriff’s concern with the map, but he had no time to press the
32. Selma Times-Journal, March 9, 10, 1965; Montgomery Advertiser, March
10, 1965; Time, March 19, 1965, 25; New York Times, March 10, 1965;
Birmingham News, March 10, 1965; Fager, Selma, 104.
33. Selma Times-Journal, March 10, 1965.
34. Collins interview, November 10, 1977.
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point. A man who witnessed the conference remembered,
“Colonel Lingo said the state did not want violence and there
would be none if the marchers turned back at the designated
point.“ 36 With this assurance, Collins rushed back across the
bridge to seek out King.
At about 2:15 p.m., while Collins was talking to Clark and
Lingo, King emotionally announced to the crowd of 2,500
gathered at Brown’s Chapel: “I have made my choice. I have
got to march.“ 37 Few carried supplies for a long march as they
moved out behind 450 clergymen. The demonstrators assumed
they were headed for a confrontation with the state forces, and
all remembered the bloody culmination of Sunday’s drama. “In
all frankness, we knew we would not get to Montgomery,” King
recalled. “We knew we would not get past the troopers.“ 38 At
an intersection near the church, some twenty hecklers hurled
jeers and curses at King, although most of the whites lining the
streets looked on silently. The protesters appeared grim but
resolute. Then, tentatively at first, but growing into a ringing
affirmation of faith, the marchers joined in the continuing
choruses of the movement’s familiar marching song, “Ain’t
Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around.“ 39
Fired by his hope that he held the key to the crisis, Governor
Collins fell in beside Martin Luther King as the front ranks
moved through Selma. He showed the civil rights leader Clark’s
rough sketch and explained the agreement. King restated his
concern that he could not stop the marchers, but accepted the
plan, providing the troopers gave them time for prayer and did
not attempt to push them back. Despite grave doubts, King concluded, “I’ll do my best.” Collins promised to stand in the line
with the troopers and try to see that all kept their word. 40
35. Ibid.
36. An unidentified informant, New York Times, March 10, 1965.
37. Fager, Selma, 103. Estimates on the number of marchers varied. The
New York Times, March 10, 1965, reported 1,500; Garrow, Protest at
Selma, 86, stated 2,000; Fager, Selma, 103, claimed 3,000; while both the
Selma Times-Journal, March 10, 1965, and Tallahassee Democrat,
March 10, 1965, reported 2,500.
38. New York Times, March 10, 1965.
39. Selma Times-Journal, March 9, 10, 1965; Lewis, King, 279; Montgomery
Advertiser, March 10, 1965; Fager, Selma, 103.
40. Collins interview, November 10, 1977; King’s account in “Behind the
Selma March,” differed only slightly, but did contend that no deal
was made.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol57/iss4/1

16

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 57, Number 4
G O V E R N O R L E R OY C O L L I N S

413

“We’ll all do the best we can,” Collins added. “I think everything will be all right.“ 41
Collins again scurried across Edmund Pettus Bridge. A double
line of troopers now crossed Route 80 and whites filled the parking lots alongside the road. Collins informed Clark and Lingo
that King had accepted the proposal. He assured them the plan
would work, although they remained skeptical. Collins insisted on standing with the front rank of troopers in order to be
near the confrontation. 42 One newspaperman observing the
scene reported, “Collins was with state and county forces at the
head of the column of whites and had there been the kind of
difficulty which occurred Sunday he would have been in the
middle of it.“ 43 Collins and the others gathered on Route 80
waited nervously for the marchers to appear.
A palpable tension gripped Selma, Washington, and, indeed,
the nation as King led the ecumenical and interracial march
toward Edmund Pettus Bridge. The line, stretching back nearly
a mile, walked up Sylvan Street to Water Avenue, and then
along the Alabama River to Broad Street. At the foot of the
bridge, Chief Deputy United States Marshal H. Stanley Fountain
read the court order banning the demonstration. King stated
his determination to continue, and the marshal stepped aside.
The front ranks turned sharply left and began to cross the
elevated bridge. The singing ceased as the marchers reached
the crest and saw the “human wall” which blocked their path.
King led the silent line down Route 80 toward Montgomery.
For those standing at the King’s Bend intersection, the tightly
bunched procession appeared to be pouring across the bridge in
a tidal wave. Collins would always remember the sight of the
black and white mass that filled the highway and edged closer
to him and the troopers. 44
“What happened next was a little play that Collins worked
45
out on the spot,” one observer commented. Major John Cloud
41. Montgomery Advertiser, March 12, 1965; New York Times, March 12,
1965.
42. Collins interview, November 10, 1977.
43. St. Petersburg Times, March 10, 1965.
44. Selma Times-Journal, March 10, 1965; Montgomery Advertiser, March
10, 1965; Fager, Selma, 103; Collins interview, November 10, 1977. The
phrase, “human wall,” is from King, “Behind the Selma March,” 57.
45. Credited to an “informed government source” in the Miami Herald,
March 11, 1965.
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stood in front of the troopers. He waited until the marchers
were within fifty feet and then through a bullhorn yelled: “You
are ordered to stop and stand where you are. This march will
not continue.” King replied, “We have a right to march. There
is also a right to march to Montgomery.” Cloud repeated the
order. Doar, observing the proceedings from an upper story
window of the Federal Building, gave a moment by moment
telephone account to Attorney General Nicholas Katzenbach in
Washington. As King and Cloud talked, Doar reported, “They’re
up to the barricade.” At 2:56 p.m., Katzenbach informed presidential aide Bill Moyers at the White House, “We’re right at
the critical moment. I’ll keep you posted.“ 46 On Route 80, the
confrontation had reached an impasse. At least one person,
though, sensed the restrained rhetoric in the encounter. He
wrote, “Like characters in a play, King and Cloud spoke their
lines and went through their motions. If it was not rehearsed, it
could have been. Passion fled the scene; they were all mechanical men filling their inevitable roles.“ 47 Collins, the author
of the scene, looked on anxiously to be certain they followed the
script.
Testing Collins’s plan, King asked if they could pray. “You
can have your prayer, and then you must return to your church,”
Cloud insisted. King asked the Reverend Ralph Abernathy to
lead the devotions, and the line stretching back to the crest of
the bridge knelt down. Abernathy prayed: “We come to present
our bodies as a living sacrifice. We don’t have much to offer
but we do have our bodies, and we lay them on the altar
today.” Other national religious figures also offered prayers.
When the marchers rose from their knees, they joined in singing
the anthem of the civil rights movement, “We Shall Overcome.”
The service had lasted for fifteen minutes. 48
Cloud then made a surprising move. He shouted, “Troopers,
withdraw!” The men stepped aside. Later, commentators would
contend that Wallace had ordered the maneuver to expose
46. Fager, Selma, 103-05; New York Times, March 10, 1965; Chapman,
“Southern Moderate Advocates Compliance,” 56; Selma Times-Journal,
March 10, 1965; Time, March 19, 1965. 26.
47. Kopkind, “Selma,” 26.
48. Chapman, “Southern Moderate Advocates Compliance,” 56; Fager,
Selma, 104; New York Times, March 10, 1965; Time, March 19, 1965,
26; Kopkind, “Selma,” 8; Birmingham News, March 10, 1965.
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King’s lack of militancy to black radicals. A state official at the
scene told a federal officer standing nearby that the order came
directly from Wallace’s office where the governor was directing
the events by telephone. 49 Whatever the purpose of the action,
it threatened Collins’s plan. Route 80 to Montgomery now lay
open before the marchers. Doar reported the startling development to Katzenbach. All awaited King’s decision. Then
Doar exclaimed, “King is walking back this way. He’s asking
the marchers to turn back.” Katzenbach quickly informed the
White House, “King has turned around.“ 50 The demonstrators
followed him. Collins had succeeded. As he later remarked,
“Tears were left there on Pettus Bridge that day, but no blood.“ 51
As Martin Luther King led the front ranks back across the
bridge, those behind walked to the point where the leaders
had been and then turned around. Most were satisfied. After
preparing themselves to face death, they had confronted the
troopers and returned unharmed. They had demonstrated their
determination to protest repression. Moreover, King pledged
to complete the march to Montgomery, even if troopers or legal
obstacles delayed their plans. 52
After the demonstrators turned back, Collins talked with
Katzenbach to explain the particulars of the feat. When reporters questioned Collins, he refused to reply in detail, citing
the statute requiring the agency’s activities to be confidential.
Also, President Johnson wanted the federal role deemphasized. 53
Collins accentuated the contributions of local officials in avoiding the conflict. He told newsmen, “I think good people on both
sides were anxious to avoid violence.“ 54 He concluded, “I am
delighted that all the people involved today used good judgment and good sense.“ 55
The President privately congratulated Collins, saying that
49. Fager, Selma, 104-05. Time, March 19, 1965, 26; and Lewis, King,
280, also stated that Wallace acted to discredit King.
50. Selma Times-Journal, March 10, 1965; Time, March 19, 1965, 56; Chapman, “Southern Moderate Advocates Compliance,” 56.
51. Akerman, manuscript on the career of LeRoy Collins, 149-50, cited in
Chapman, “Southern Moderate Advocates Compliance,” 56.
52. Fager, Selma, 105; New York Times, March 10, 1965.
53. Selma Times-Journal, March 10, 1965; Miami Herald, March 11, 1965;
Tallahassee Democrat, March 10, 1965.
54. New York Times, March 10, 1965.
55. St. Petersburg Times, March 10, 1965.
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had he not defused the Selma crisis “the ditches would have been
knee-deep in blood.“ 56 To underscore his contribution, Collins
and his wife were invited to share the presidential box with the
first family as Johnson called on Congress to pass a voting rights
bill. When the act was passed in the summer of 1965 (with the
support of thirty-seven Southerners in the House of Representatives), the President presented Collins with one of the pens
used to sign the measure into law. 57
On Wednesday, March 17, the federal court ruled that King
could carry through with the march to Montgomery and directed the state to provide protection. 58 When Wallace informed Johnson that his state could not afford to escort the
demonstrators, the President federalized the Alabama National
Guard to do the job. Thus, the President’s plan to avoid intrusion, unless requested by the state, had succeeded. That
Alabamians themselves served in the force protecting the march,
59
Johnson argued, “made all the difference in the world.“
Collins’s achievement in heading off violence in Selma had
helped make possible the success of the strategy.
Collins also played a role in the march to Montgomery
that began on March 21, two weeks after the bloody attack at
Edmund Pettus Bridge. Officials feared the demonstrators would
be met with violence when they entered the capital city. Collins
went to Montgomery where he worked out plans with local
leaders to avoid conflict. He then conferred with King while
walking along the march route and gained his cooperation.
Newsmen photographed the scene which appeared in papers
around the country and throughout the world. 60
The national attention given Collins’s effort in Selma evoked
pride from many in his home state. The Miami Herald exalted
56. Collins interview, November 10, 1977.
57. Ibid. Garrow in Protest at Selma, 135-60, analyzed the impact of the
events in Selma on the passage of the voting rights bill. A majority
of Florida’s congressmen supported the measure, including Charles
E. Bennett, William C. Cramer, Dante B. Fascell, Sam M. Gibbons, A.
Sydney Herlong, Jr., Claude Pepper, and Paul G. Rogers. Senator
George A. Smathers also voted for the bill. Congressional Quarterly
Almanac, 89th Cong., 1st Session (Washington, 1965), XXI, 563, 984,
1063.
58. Williams v. Wallace, 110-11.
59. Johnson, Vantage Point, 163.
60. Chapman, “Southern Moderate Advocates Compliance,” 60.
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Florida’s “man of moderation.” “There was plenty of face that
needed saving on the streets of Selma,” the editors felt, “but it
was managed.” The Tallahassee Democrat, Collins’s hometown newspaper, reported that he was being pushed for a
cabinet post. But it quoted “one friend“ of Collins who perceived the mixed feelings of many. “There wasn’t another
southerner who could do what Roy’s doing for the President,”
he observed. “Yet he may have hurt his political career in
Florida-for the time being anyway.“ 61
Collins’s role in Selma confused many of his former constituents. The photograph of Collins talking to King contributed to the misunderstanding. The Pensacola Journal, for
example, captioned the picture, “Collins Marches With King.“ 62
Some Floridians believed Collins had worked with King to
organize and carry out the march to Montgomery. A former
supporter from Gainesville wrote, “I wish you disassociate [sic]
yourself from King.“ 63 A Tampa woman emphasized “the dirt,
filth, and immorality that have been connected with the demonstrations and march from Selma to Montgomery.” She thought,
“It is hard to picture anyone as fastidious as our former
Goevenor [sic] of Florida allowing himself to become associated
with a group of hoodlums.“ 64 The restrictions against the
Community Relations Service publicizing its actions kept Collins
from clearly explaining the events in Selma to Floridians. 65
In June 1965, Collins resigned his position with the CRS
to become Undersecretary of Commerce. The next year he left
Washington to join a Tampa law firm. In 1968, he campaigned
for the United States Senate. His role in Selma became a major
issue in both the Democratic primary and the general election.
Collins’s opponents accused him of actively participating in the
61. Miami Herald, March 11, 1965; Tallahassee Democrat, March 21, 1965.
62. Pensacola Journal, March 26, 1965. The Miami Herald, March 23, 1965,
captioned the photograph, “Former Florida Governor LeRoy Collins
Joins Marchers,” while the Orlando Sentinel, March 23, 1965, stated,
“LeRoy Collins . . . Joins Civil Rights Marchers.” The Tallahassee
Democrat, March 23, 1965, noted that Collins walked only about a
mile. None pointed out that Collins was engaged in official government business.
63. John W. Hastings to LeRoy Collins, March 23, 1965, box 309, Collins
Papers.
64. Katherine A. Cunningham to LeRoy Collins, March 25, 1965, box 308,
ibid.
65. Collins interview, November 10, 1977.
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Selma to Montgomery march. They presented the newspaper
photographs of him and King discussing the plans for entering
Montgomery as evidence that Collins helped lead the march. 66
An editorial in the Mayo Free Press illustrated the use of the
Selma issue. Under the photograph with arrows pointing to
Collins and King, the article quoted from a purported contemporary newspaper account of the incident: “Former Governor, LeRoy Collins, acted as President Lyndon B. Johnson’s
personal representative during the invasion of Alabama. . . .
According to Sheriff James G. Clark, of Selma, Collins made
the arrangements for the infamous Selma to Montgomery March,
and participated in it along with numerous reds, pinks, and degenerates. The Selma to Montgomery March has been called
one of the ‘filthiest, most disgraceful events ever to occur in a
civilized society.’” The newspaper commented, “Note this
picture carefully. Then make up you [sic] mind if you want to
vote for Collins next Tuesday.“ 67
Collins narrowly won the primary, but the Selma issue had
been fixed in the minds of many voters. 68 “It was said in the
campaign that I was at Selma. The people assumed from this
simple statement that I was leading the march. . . . This was
proof positive that I was an evil ‘liberal,’” Collins explained. 69
While benefitting from the acrimony created within the Democratic party, Edward J. Gurney of Winter Park, the Republican
candidate, did not emphasize Selma in his campaign. Instead,
he stressed his support for “law and order” and characterized
Collins as “liberal LeRoy.“ 70 Gurney won the election. 71
66. Lustig, “He’s Tallahassee’s Own Statesman;” Martin Dyckman, “LeRoy
Collins-Back Home With Dignity,” St. Petersburg Times, March 15,
1970. For an analysis of the role of the Selma issue in the election of
1968, see Ruth F. Espey, “The Anatomy of Defeat: The 1968 United
States Senatorial Campaign of LeRoy Collins” (M.A. thesis, University
of South Florida, 1974), 54-55, 61, 85-86, 92, 103-04, 131-33, 145-46.
67. Mayo Free Press, May 23, 1968.
68. Collins interview, November 10, 1977. The results in the runoff election were 410,689 votes for Collins and 407,696 votes for Florida Attorney
General Earl Faircloth. Tom Adams, Secretary of State, comp., Tabulation of Official Vote, Florida Primary Elections, Democratic and Republican, May 7, 1968 and May 28, 1968 ([n.p.], [n.d.]), 23.
69. Dyckman, “LeRoy Collins.”
70. Espey, “Anatomy of Defeat,” 114, 145.
71. Gurney received 1,131,499 votes, while Collins garnered 892,637 votes.
Tom Adams, Secretary of State, comp., Tabulation of Official Votes
Cast in the General Election, November 5, 1968 ([n.p.], [n.d.]), [iii].
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Selma’s influence transcended its impact on Collins. The
Voting Rights Act of 1965 wrought a revolution in southern
politics. By November 1966, one-half million new black voters
had registered in the South. The bill to which Clark and Lingo
had inadvertently contributed ended their careers. In 1966, blacks
helped to defeat Lingo’s campaign for Jefferson County sheriff,
while over 8,500 new black registrants in Dallas County were
decisive in denying Clark’s bid for reelection. By 1973, five blacks
were serving on Selma’s ten-member city council. 72
The conflict in Selma also affected the civil rights movement,
widening the gulf between King’s nonviolent ideology and those
demanding more radical tactics. Militants charged that King
had betrayed the marchers in Selma by making a deal with
Collins. 73 Eldridge Cleaver, an emerging radical leader, maintained that King “denied history a great moment, never to be
recaptured.“ 74 In the summer of 1965, riots in Watts, a black
residential section of Los Angeles, suggested that many had lost
faith in the efficacy of the interracial, nonviolent civil rights
movement. 75
As CRS director, Collins warned northern urban leaders of
the explosive situation in the black slums. He began shifting
the agency’s emphasis to the cities and opened communications
with militant leaders. He did not consider racism an exclusively
southern phenomenon. “The struggle now belongs to the whole
nation, which should rally to its support and commit itself to
achieving civil rights goals quickly and completely,” he charged.
To facilitate communication, Governor Collins recruited people
with varied backgrdunds and ideas. “We have a man for every
occasion,” a staff member noted. “We have an Uncle Tom, a
black nationalist, a Mister Charlie, and a fuzzy white liberal.“ 76
72. Garrow, Protest at Selma, 187-88, 199, 205; Fager, Selma, 209; Dorothy
Sterling, Tear Down the Walls! (Garden City, New York, 1968), 195.
Despite advances, Garrow in Protest at Selma, 211, pointed out, blacks
had not gained “proportional political representation and proportional political power.”
73. New York Times, March 12, 1965; Childs, “Peacemaker Stands in
the Line of Fire”; Chapman, “Southern Moderate Advocates Compliance,” 57.
74. Lewis, King, 282.
75. Ibid., 281; Herbers, Lost Priority, 86: William E. Leuchtenburg, A
Troubled Feast: American Society Since 1945 (Boston, 1973), 153-54.
76. Herbers, Lost Priority, 39, 155-56.
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But in the divisive years that followed, the CRS did not
play an influential role. Collins believed the CRS’s achievement
at Selma marked a turning point for the agency. 77 Previously,
the Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department led the
federal effort against racial discrimination. 78 Selma demonstrated
the limits of legalisms. Pragmatism succeeded. Collins felt the
attention concentrated on the CRS created personal jealousies
and a demand for greater bureaucratic control over the agency. 79
In September 1965, an executive order reorganized the federal
civil rights offices, transferring the CRS to the Justice Department. A new dimension in governmental action was lost. 80
Following his unsuccessful Senate bid, Collins retired from
government service and joined a Tallahassee law firm. He professed no regrets. “My job was to help get adjustments made by
conference and mutual good will,” he reflected, “and not through
violence and street confrontation. I think I did it well, and if I
had to do it over again, I would do the same thing and hope
we could do as well. And I would do this even if I knew it would
materially influence my defeat for the United States Senate.“ 81
Governor Collins had performed a remarkable service by averting
bloodshed in Selma. Yet his accomplishment proved to be a
costly triumph for the course of moderation and conciliation
which he championed.
77. Collins interview, November 10, 1977.
78. Herbers, Lost Priority, 154.
79. Collins interview, November 10, 1977.
80. Herbers, Lost Priority, 162; Chapman, “Southern Moderate Advocates
Compliance,” 84.
81. Dyckman, “LeRoy Collins.”
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AN EMPTY VICTORY:
THE ST. PETERSBURG SANITATION STRIKE,
1968

. P
, F
, has long had the image of being a
S haven
for retirees and tourists. People are drawn to the city
T

ETERSBURG

LORIDA

by its beaches, its sunshine, and its tranquility. The peaceful
climate of St. Petersburg was shattered in 1968 when a work
stoppage in the sanitation department mushroomed into a
four-month strike. What started as a nonviolent effort using
marches, picketing, and economic boycotts in an attempt to increase wages, transformed itself into fire bombings, arson, gunfire, and riots. At the conclusion of the strike, the workers found
their situation no better than before the walkout, but the strike
did open the door to a better way of life for both black and
white residents of St. Petersburg.
On April 14, 1968, the St. Petersburg Times noted the “tensions of the last ten days” in the sanitation department. 1 They
had arisen over a new refuse collection system which had been
instituted a few days before, on March 18. Approximately half
the men opposed the new method, believing that it would result in manpower cutbacks and lower wages. Under the old
system which required a six-day work week, a worker collected
$101.40, including time and a half for Saturdays. Under the
new operation, the men worked a five-day week for which they
were paid $73.00. 2 The workers believed they were entitled to a
five-day work week while retaining their former wage.
Walter Shultz, director of the sanitation department, told
*

Mr. Paulson is assistant professor of political science at the University
of South Florida, St. Petersburg campus, and Ms. Stiff is a recent
graduate of the University of South Florida. They would like to thank
the individuals, among them the former mayor, councilmen, community
leaders, and sanitation workers, who consented to be interviewed. This
article was presented as a paper at The Citadel Conference on the
New South, Charleston, April 1978.

1.
2.

St. Petersburg Times, April 14, 1968.
Ibid., June 20, 1968.
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the workers that the new plan would be tried for thirty days,
and then the department’s books would be opened and any
savings would be shared with the men. Schultz confirmed that
the men were working harder and deserved more money. 3 When
the thirty days were up, the city refused to open the books
either to the men or their attorney, and the city requested a
two-week delay instead. Two weeks later, on April 29, the books
still remained closed. A second two-week delay was requested,
but on May 6, the workers agreed a new course of action was
needed in order to secure their promised salary increases.
On May 6, a work stoppage occurred in the sanitation department. When a truck was driven across the entrance to the
sanitation compound, a group of approximately twenty-five
workers began a wildcat strike. They little realized the consequences of their actions. City Manager Lynn Andrews appeared
at the compound, listened to the workers’ demands which included pay raises for drivers and crew chiefs from $2.27½ per
hour to $3.25, and for collectors from $1.95 to $2.50. Andrews
reminded them of the state law prohibiting municipal workers
from striking, and gave them the day off, asking them to return,
ready for work, the following morning. 4
The strike caught the administration, and even some of the
workers, by surprise. The men had met on May 5, but it appeared at that time there was little support for a strike. May
seemed too late in the year for a strike; most of St. Petersburg’s
visitors would already have returned home for the summer.
Without the tourists’ presence, the city would be under no
pressure to settle a strike. Nevertheless, on May 6, some of the
younger workers were able to convince many of their colleagues
that a strike was necessary in order to force the city into taking
action.
The St. Petersburg sanitation strike did not occur in a
vacuum. Like any other event, it was influenced by other activities and personalities. In terms of local history, the sanitation
workers, who were almost all blacks, had experienced two strikes
in the four years prior to 1968. Both of the stoppages had dealt
with the question of compensation and self-respect. The workers
3.
4.

St. Petersburg Evening Independent, April 19, 1968.
Florida Statutes, chapter 839, section 221.
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wanted better wages and benefits, but they also insisted upon
being treated with dignity and respect. In the strike in 1966,
laborers had been described by Lynn Andrews as ignorant and
illiterate and not deserving of higher wages. 5 He had also accused
the men of “goofing off” in order to collect overtime. 6 The two
earlier strikes were quickly settled, but serious communication
problems remained within the department.
St. Petersburg was essentially a southern town despite its
abundance of transplanted northern residents. The city
charter still contained references to segregation of the races and
the use of the white primary. The city council was controlled by
the “power structure” of the community. The residents were
primarily concerned with the area’s current economic boom. A
four-day series of articles in the St. Petersburg Times and a
public opinion poll had shown that most of the public did
not have much sympathy for the black cause. 7
Blacks comprised about fifteen per cent of the city’s 215,000
residents in 1968. A study commissioned by the St. Petersburg
Chamber of Commerce during the summer of 1968 found that
fifty-nine per cent of St. Petersburg’s black families had incomes of less than $100 per week. Forty-four per cent had only
a grade school education and twelve per cent were unemployed.
More shocking were black attitudes toward governmental
officials and pessimism about their future. About three out of
five blacks said officials did not care about their needs; a little
more than half thought their situation was declining; and
nearly one-half of those polled felt that there was really no use
looking to the future. 8
Nationally, the picture was not much brighter. Martin
Luther King had been assassinated on April 4, 1968, during the
Memphis sanitation strike. His death triggered racial disturbances across the country in 125 cities in twenty-nine states
5. This fact was confirmed by several persons, including civic activists
Ruth Uphaus and Anna France. According to Uphaus, private citizens
instituted reading courses for the workers. In an attempt to relate to the
workers’ needs, the first sentence the men were taught to read was,
“The workers want more money.” Interview with Ruth Uphaus and
Anna France, January 15, 1978.
6. St. Petersburg Times, November 17, 1966.
7. Ibid., May 2, 1968.
8. Ibid., August 23, 1968.
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including one on the campus of Florida A and M University
in Tallahassee. It was during the St. Petersburg strike that
Robert Kennedy was assassinated in Los Angeles, and the nation
watched via television the Chicago police confronting demonstrators during the Democratic National Convention. It was in
this atmosphere of confrontation and violence that the St.
Petersburg strike occurred.
On the night of May 6, an emergency meeting of the St.
Petersburg city council was held. City manager Andrews informed the council that the sanitation department’s pay scale
was higher than that of any other sanitation department on
Florida’s west coast. 9 Andrews argued that he and sanitation
director Shultz had been responsible for major improvements
in the department since Andrews had become manager in 1961.
During the seven years of his administration, Andrews pointed
out, pay scales in the department had risen sixty-nine per cent,
eight paid holidays had been added, workers had been provided
with uniforms, routes had been reduced, and new positions had
been created to provide workers with a method of promotion. 10
James Sanderlin, a local black attorney representing the
workers, agreed that improvements had been made, but only
because of the pressure put on the administration by the
workers. 11 The workers subsequently decreased their salary request to a flat twenty-five cents an hour raise. Andrews
countered with an offer of five cents an hour raise and a return
to a forty-eight hour week. Using information supplied by
Shultz that the new system would result in savings of $240,000
a year, the workers voted to hold out for twenty cents an hour
raises. This, they claimed, would only cost the city $100,000 a
year to fund. 12
Few workers showed up for work on May 7, and on May 8,
fifty-two men were fired. The following day Andrews announced
that all of the city’s 958 hourly-paid employees would receive a
five cents per hour raise, plus time and a half for over forty
hours. He also announced that 150 more sanitation workers had
9. Minutes, St. Petersburg City Council, May 6, 1968.
10. Memorandum from the city manager’s office to the mayor and city
council, May 14, 1968, prepared by assistant city manager Dan Davidson.
11. Interview with James Sanderlin, January 21, 1978.
12. St. Petersburg Times, May 10, 1968.
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been fired. 13 Altogether, 211 of the 235 sanitation department
employees were discharged, all but one of them black. The
city council was united in supporting Andrew’s position in the
negotiations and in the firing.
During the following week, garbage collection was sporadic
at best. Only about ten of the city’s fifty-seven sanitation trucks
would leave the compound, and hospitals, schools, and nursing
homes were given first priority in pickup. Residents were urged
to take their refuse to the city incinerator or land fill, or to
temporary refuse disposal stations around the city. An estimated
12,000 to 15,000 residents dumped their refuse at these sites
each day. The striking workers voted to use their own trucks
to pick up refuse at the homes of invalids. 14
Letters to the editor and other forms of community response
indicated that local residents held intense and diverse opinions
about the strike and the course of action the city should pursue.
Many supported Andrews and criticized the workers for engaging in an illegal strike. The Chamber of Commerce supported
the city manager’s action in firing the 211 workers. Others declared the workers’ demands just, and criticized the city administration for making promises to the workers and not honoring them. The St. Petersburg Community Relations Commission,
created by the city council as a communications mechanism with
the black community, urged the city to reopen negotiations. 15
On May 13, the city hired sixty new workers, mostly young
whites. That same day, the state field director of the N.A.A.C.P.,
Marvin Davies, sent a telegram from Fort Myers to the St.
Petersburg Chamber of Commerce asking them to withdraw their
resolution supporting Andrews in firing the sanitation employees.
The telegram also threatened an economic boycott if the resolution was not withdrawn. Davies’s telegram was the first example
of outside involvement in what many people considered to be
a local issue. 16 In a press conference, held on the steps of St.
13. Ibid., May 9, 1968.
14. Interview with Joe Savage, spokesman for the sanitation workers,
February 14, 1978.
15. St. Petersburg Times, May 13, 15, 1968.
16. Copy of the telegram is in the files of the Chamber of Commerce, St.
Petersburg, Florida. Some of the outside groups which came to St.
Petersburg included the N.A.A.C.P., the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, the National Council of Churches and the AFL-CIO. None of
these groups played an active role throughout the strike, nor did
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Petersburg’s city hall, Davies predicted that tourists would stay
away from a striking St. Petersburg. He also expressed concern
that the present nonviolence might not last. 17
Two noteworthy events occurred on May 17. First, garbage
was collected in the black community for the first time since
the strike started. Prisoners from the city jails were used for
the pickups, and Andrews indicated that he had intended that
the black community should be last in garbage collection. 18
Second, and more important, Mayor Don Jones broke ranks and
charged the city administration with sowing the seeds of the
sanitation workers’ strike. According to Jones, the trouble
started with a “publicly made commitment of a pay raise that
was never followed through.“ 19 The mayor’s statement was crucial
because, up until that point, the entire council had supported the
manager’s action. Now, with the mayor criticizing the administration for its handling of the dispute, the workers’ strike was
given legitimacy in the eyes of many who had opposed the
action. 20
On May 20, the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) presented a $1,000 check to
the Young Men’s Progressive Club, an organization formed by
the sanitation workers in 1964. John Due, a black attorney who
became an AFSCME state organizer, came to St. Petersburg from
Tallahassee to lend his support. He later sent a telegram to the
Washington headquarters asking for its support of the St. Petersburg sanitation workers. James Sanderlin, the workers’attorney,
refused to endorse the request, however, fearing that the strikers’
cause would suffer. If unionization became an issue, said Sanderlin, “Andrews would refuse to negotiate and we would lose a
lot of the support we have. We would lose the support of the
newspapers, for example.“ 21 Sanderlin was right in his inter-

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

any play a major role in the strike other than limited financial support
and moral support for the workers. The sanitation workers feared that
if outside groups played a major role in the strike it would hurt,
rather than help, the cause of the strikers.
St. Petersburg Times, May 14, 1968.
Ibid., May 19, 1968.
Ibid., May 18, 1968.
Interview with Claude Greene, St. Petersburg council member during
the strike, January 21, 1978.
Quoted in Edwin Stanfield’s, “In St. Petersburg: A Profile of Failure,”
New South, XXIII (Summer 1968), 20.
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pretation, because on May 21, a St. Petersburg Times editorial
stated that “the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees and any other outsiders attempting to
exploit the St. Petersburg garbage dispute should be told to
keep hands off.“ 22
Although the city administration had been affirming that
normality had returned to the sanitation department, on May
25 it admitted that service was still substandard. In fact, more
than 1,000 calls were received on one day complaining about
the collection service. 23 Nevertheless, the administration continued to maintain that the strike was over and that there was
nothing to negotiate since a new sanitation crew had been
hired.
With the exception of a few incidents of violence directed
toward several of the black workers who refused to participate in
the strike, the strategy of nonviolence was successful until the
early morning of May 30. At 1:30 a.m., a fire broke out at the
Pinellas Lumber Company near downtown St. Petersburg. The
fire was classified as arson, and according to one black leader:
“Of course, it was set. . . . I don’t say it’s right. I got a job and
don’t do any burning myself. But there are plenty of guys down
here who don’t care. They got nothing. They are at the end of
their ropes. This city don’t mean nothing to them, but nothing.“ 24
Many other fires occurred on the following days, and on June 6,
the fire chief blamed arsonists for twenty conflagrations.
The fires triggered a hostile reaction on the part of most St.
Petersburg residents and, although there was no indication that
sanitation workers had anything to do with them, the cause of
the strikers suffered. The fires also fueled speculation that “outsiders” were taking control of the strike. The Times warned
that the longer the strike, “the greater will be the danger that
outside racial agitators will swarm into town.“ 25 Raleigh Greene,
Jr., a local lawyer and banker, was so upset about the violence
and the threat of outside influence that he formed a group
called Citizens for a Lawful Community. The purpose of
Greene’s organization was to “uphold law and order and to
22. St. Petersburg
23. Ibid., May 25,
24. Ibid., May 31,
25. Ibid., May 21,

Times, May 21, 1968.
1968.
1968.
1968.
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seek peaceful means of solving the problems of social change.“ 26
In an address before a local civic organization, Greene cautioned
the city not “to be cowed by the outside professional agitator
who comes barging into our town uninformed-frequently uninvited and unfriendly-and who leaves the same way.“ 27
On June 6, an editorial in the St. Petersburg Times, entitled
“End It Now,” urged the city administration to cease its uncompromising stance and to open negotiations. 28 The following
day all six members of the city council reaffirmed their support
of Lynn Andrews and criticized the paper for “attempting to
create a racial situation out of what was a labor dispute and
illegal strike.“ 29
On June 7, a scheduled protest march was changed to a silent
march in honor of the slain Robert Kennedy. Marches continued on June 11, 14, 17, and 19. During those parades, it was
decided that the protest should be carried into the white community. Within the next five weeks, the homes of most council
members were picketed. Surprisingly, the St. Petersburg Times,
known for its liberal stance on race relations, criticized the
workers for carrying their protest “to an official’s home in a
white neighborhood.“ 30 The home of city manager Andrews
was also picketed, resulting in the arrest of seven individuals
because they were standing in his front yard, and city ordinances
limited demonstrations to sidewalks and streets. 31
The Reverend C. K. Steele of Tallahassee, first vice president
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, led a June 25
march on City Hall. Speaking to the participants, Steele called
St. Petersburg a “sick city,” and told demonstrators “we are involved in war-total war.“ 32 The following day Steele urged the
fired garbage workers to remain nonviolent. “It takes a lot more
courage to be nonviolent than violent,” said Steele. “The real
militants are those who can engage in nonviolence.“ 33 Steele’s
advice was prompted by the fear that Joe Waller, a militant
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Quoted in Stanfield, “In St. Petersburg,” 17.
Ibid., 17.
St. Petersburg Times, June 6, 1968.
Ibid., June 7, 1968.
Ibid., July 25, 1968.
Ibid., August 6, 1968.
Ibid., June 26, 1968.
Ibid., June 27, 1968.
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black leader, would turn the protest into violent action. Waller
headed a local organization known as the Junta of Militant
Organizations (JOMO).
On June 26, Andrews refused to issue a parade permit to the
sanitation workers. The five previous marches had reached downtown St. Petersburg after 7:00 p.m., and after the rush hour
traffic. The current march was scheduled for 4:30 p.m., just
when traffic was at its peak. On June 27, the Reverend A. D.
King, brother of the recently murdered Martin Luther King,
Jr., arrived in St. Petersburg and, perhaps with this impetus, the
march began without a permit. About 250 marchers reached the
downtown area, and many of them sat down in the street and
began to sing and pray. Police arrested forty-three marchers.
King did not participate, however, when it became apparent that
arrests would occur. 34
Marches were held almost every day during the month of
July. The city manager had urged the city council to deny
further parade permits, but the council voted to continue them.
The council also met with the city manager in a closed door
session at which Andrews reported that he had submitted the
names of a half-dozen out-of-state marchers to Congressman
William Cramer’s office. These people would be subject to prosecution under the new federal anti-riot act should a disorder break
out. Some councilmen thought Andrews was suggesting a final
confrontation along a parade route, and one member asked,
“How many people do you plan to kill during this controlled
riot?“ 35
Although then N.A.A.C.P. withdrew from the strike to devote
more time to national concerns, there was some good news for
the workers in July. On July 23, the formation of the Community
Alliance was announced. The Alliance was and is a biracial
organization whose purpose was to establish and maintain communication between the black and white communities. Its
catalyst was Mayor Don Jones, but it was the Chamber of Commerce which took the lead in its establishment.
And still then marches and protests continued. On July 31,
34. Ibid., June 28, 1968.
35. Interview with Mayor Don Jones, February 16, 1978; and minutes of
the St. Petersburg city council, July 13, 1968.
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1,100 people packed a local high school auditorium to hear the
Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy and the Reverend A. D. King.
On August 3, 650 participated in the National Mobilization
Day March. They marched twenty abreast, arms locked, across
all four lanes of St. Petersburg’s main street. On August 15, the
workers’ attorney made one of his frequent appearances before the
city council, asking the members to settle the strike, but no
agreement was reached.
On August 17, the nonviolence came to a shattering conclusion. St. Petersburg erupted in a three-day riot in which arson,
looting, and gunfire replaced the nonviolent marches. A civil
emergency was declared, and representatives of the Florida Highway Patrol, the Pinellas County sheriff’s department, the state
conservation department, and game and fish wardens swarmed
into St. Petersburg to assist the local police department. Tear
gas was used to disperse crowds, and fifty-nine arrests were made.
The St. Petersburg fire department extinguished thirty-four fires,
and the damage estimate from fires and vandalism was put at
$200,000. 36
While the riot was going on, the St. Petersburg Times
published the results of a local Suncoast Opinion Survey about
the strike. It indicated a sharp difference of opinion between
white and black residents on all but a few questions. Sixty-seven
per cent of the whites, but only thirty-five per cent of the
blacks, thought the marches and demonstrations should be
halted. Sixty-one per cent of the whites felt the demonstrations
and marches were being controlled by “outside interests,” while
the overwhelming majority of blacks believed the strike was
controlled by the fired sanitation workers. Forty-two per cent
of the whites thought the “strike was not justified and those
who took part should not get their jobs back.” Only three per
cent of the black population held this view. About half of the
whites supported Andrews’s handling of the strike, while only
one of ten blacks agreed with this view. When asked who was
“most to blame for the garbage strike,” the white respondents
could point to no one individual or group. Twenty-eight per
cent thought the garbage men responsible, twenty-eight per
cent did not know whom to blame, twenty-four per cent blasted
36.

St. Petersburg Times, August 21, 1968.
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Andrews, ten per cent criticized the council, and ten per cent
indicted “all” parties to the strike. The black community had
no difficulty in pinpointing the responsibility for the strike.
Seventy-four per cent held Andrews as the guilty party, and
thirteen per cent blamed “all.” The only question on which
blacks and whitest agreed concerned whether the city administration had dealt fairly with the workers. When asked if the
sanitation workers were right to walk off their jobs after they
were promised a pay raise which they never received, fifty-one per
cent of the whites and eighty per cent of the blacks answered
in the affirmative. 37
By the last week in August, rumors of a settlement began
to circulate. Several factors encouraged both the city administration and the workers to settle the strike. The administration
was concerned about the impact of the strike on the approaching tourist season. The workers were finding it more difficult to
mobilize marches after almost four solid months of confrontation and, with the new school year about to begin, many young
blacks would be unavailable for the protests. Settlement of the
strike was formally announced on August 30. The terms of the
agreement were released at a press conference by Andrews
and David Welch, the black co-chairperson of the Community
Alliance. Conspicuously absent from the press conference were
Mayor Jones, who had criticized Andrews’s handling of the
strike; Joe Savage, the spokesman for the workers; and James
Sanderlin, their attorney. 38
The agreement provided that the fired laborers would return to work for the city immediately, and that they would be
returned to their old positions in the sanitation department as
vacancies occurred. The men did not receive the pay raise that
had been a crucial reason for the strike and, in fact, they lost
their accumulated sick leave and seniority. 39 All but a few of
the workers were offered their jobs back, and most did return
37. Ibid., August 18, 19, 1968.
38. According to Sanderlin, he and Andrews agreed that a press release
would be distributed and no press conference would be held. Mayor
Jones indicated that part of the settlement was that he had to be
out of town when the settlement was announced. Interviews on February
16 and 21, 1978.
39. News Release, City Manager’s Office, August 30, 1968.
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to work in the sanitation department. Garbage collection returned to a normal schedule.
Who won the sanitation strike? The most objective answer
is no one. Certainly the workers did not win. They were out
of work for four months, did not receive their salary demands,
and they lost their accumulated sick leave and vacation time. If
the city won, it was at best an “empty victory.” Tourism
suffered, citizens were polarized, $168,000 was spent on police
overtime pay, and the damage from fire and vandalism was
estimated at $350,000 to $400,000. A reporter for the St. Petersburg Times sadly commented, “And it all started over a two bits
an hour raise.“ 40
Although there were no “winners” in the sanitation strike,
its ramifications are still being felt in St. Petersburg. The Community Alliance is alive and functioning. It paved the way for
integration of the schools, a fair housing ordinance, the redistricting of the city, and it helped avert another sanitation
strike in 1973. A new city charter was adopted which eliminated
references to racial segregation and white primaries. 41
Black input into St. Petersburg’s decision-making arrived
quickly. C. Bette Wimbish became the city’s first elected black
official eight months after the strike’s conclusion. James Sanderlin, the workers’ attorney, was the first black to be elected
countywide when he won a county judgeship in 1972, and was
reelected in 1976. In 1978, St. Petersburg hired Don Steger as
the first black in a key administrative position. Steger was appointed as deputy city manager for human relations. Finally,
ever since the 1968 strike, the city began making an effort to
insure that blacks are proportionately represented on various
boards and commissions.
The trauma of the sanitation strike also served to bring
dozens of progressive white residents to leadership roles in civic
and governmental offices. Most trace their public involvement to
40.
41.

St. Petersburg Times, August 13, 1968.
Although these sections of the charter were unconstitutional, they did
serve as a source of irritation to the black community. The Concerned
Clergy was instrumental in getting the city council to delete all
references to race in the charter. Interview with the Reverend J. W. Cate,
member of the Concerned Clergy and a current member of the city
council, March 1, 1978.
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the shock of seeing their city nearly torn apart in that summer
of 1968. Finally, as Mayor Don Jones noted, the strike allowed
St. Petersburg to “grow up and become a part of the twentieth
century and part of the United States.“ 42
42.

Interview with Don Jones, February 21, 1978.
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POLICING MIAMI’S BLACK COMMUNITY,
1896-1930
by PAUL S. GEORGE*

w

HEN MIAMI, FLORIDA, was incorporated in 1896, most white
residents mirrored the prevailing attitude toward blacks.
Negroes, they assumed, were inferior people who represented
a potential threat to the white community. 1 This attitude
resulted in the consignment of blacks to cramped quarters with
inadequate municipal services, creation of a dual system of
justice, and semi-official tolerance of white terrorism. The symbol
and guardian of this order was the police.
The first blacks in South Florida were slaves who came
from South Carolina in the early nineteenth century and labored
on the few plantations in the area. After the Civil War employment opportunities in the rich agricultural fields of Coconut
Grove, south of Miami, attracted a few Bahamian blacks. They
were followed by others from north Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. But substantial numbers did not appear until Henry M.
Flagler began construction of the Florida East Coast Railroad
and started hiring black laborers. 2
Following Miami’s incorporation, blacks were effectively

* Mr. George is assistant professor of history, Georgia College, Milledgeville.
1. For a treatment of white attitudes toward blacks in Florida during
this period, see Jerrell H. Shofner, “Custom, Law, and History: The
Enduring Influence of Florida’s ‘Black Code,‘ ” Florida Historical Quarterly, LV (January 1977), 277-98.
2. Miami Daily News and Metropolis, July 26, 1925; Miami Herald,
February 1, 1976; Miami Times, July 1, 1976; Jean C. Taylor, “South
Dade’s Black Pioneers,” Update, III (June 1976), 10; John Sewell,
Memoirs and History of Miami, Florida (Miami, 1923), 8-10, 27-29, 43;
transcript of an interview with Kate Dean and Louise Davis, members
of pioneer black families in South Florida, conducted by the Miami
Dade County Library and Dade Heritage Trust, Miami, May 29, 1973,
1-12, Historical Association of Southem Florida. The arrival of Flagler’s
railroad in Miami, during April 1896, led to a startling transformation
of this settlement. Before the railroad’s arrival, Miami consisted of a
few families. By the summer of 1896, it contained 3,000 persons including several hundred blacks. The majority of the populace worked for
the Flagler enterprises.

[434]
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confined to Colored Town, a segregated quarter in the north-west
part of town, by restrictive clauses in land deeds to city lots. 3
While the police had jurisdiction over Colored Town, they
more frequently came into contact with blacks in North Miami,
an unincorporated area replete with saloons, gambling dens, and
brothels. North Miami became the center of much black crime.
From the outset, police attitudes toward blacks and black
criminal activity reflected the prevailing racial view and led to
two systems of justice. Specific examples of this phenomenon
are plentiful in Miami’s early years.
One of the earliest instances occurred in 1898, when several
members of the United States Army, stationed at Camp Miami
adjacent to Colored Town, terrorized the black community. In
June and July soldiers killed one black and severely injured
several others. This terrorism reached its climax when a rumor
spread throughout the camp that a black had killed a service
man. Soon several hundred soldiers were in Colored Town,
forcing many blacks to flee under the threat of death. At no
time in the brief life of Camp Miami was any soldier arrested
by public authorities because of this incident. Only the end of
the Spanish-American War and the evacuation of the camp in
August 1898 averted additional violence. 4
3. Transcript of the proceedings of the meeting held July 28, 1896 for
the incorporation of the city of Miami, Florida, Office of the Clerk of
the City of Miami; Miami Daily Metropolis, July 28, 1917; Miami
Herald, July 22, 1976; Miami Metropolis, May 15, 1896; Miami Times,
July 1, 1976; Isidor Cohen, Historical Sketches and Sidelights of Miami
(Miami, 1925), 21; Sewell, Memoirs, 134-35. At the incorporation election in July 1896, 368 persons voted, 162 of whom were blacks. Almost
all of the blacks who participated were Flagler employees. They were
helped with their voting registration and then marched to the polling
place to vote for incorporation and the railroad’s slate of candidates
in the first municipal elections. Miami’s original boundaries extended
from Fourteenth Street on the banks of the Miami River northward
to First Street, and from Avenue A near Biscayne Bay west to Avenue H
beyond the railroad tracks Colored Town encompassed an area extending from Sixth Street to First Street and from the railroad tracks near
Avenue F to Avenue H. This settlement comprised about fifteen per cent
of Miami’s original area. During its first thirty-five years, Colored Town
expanded slowly in a northwesterly direction. For an account of this
community during its early decades, see Paul S. George. “Colored Town:
Miami’s Black Community, 1896-1930,” Florida Historical Quarterly,
LVI (April 1978), 432-47.
4. Miami Metropolis, July 29, 1898, 5; Willard B. Gatewood, Jr., “Negro
Troops in Florida, 1898,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLIX (July
1970), 12; William J. Schellings, “Soldiers in Miami, 1898,” Tequesta,
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However, police passiveness was rare in matters of criminal
justice, especially when blacks were involved. Police intimidation of black voters, arrests of Negroes on flimsy evidence, or for
offenses which went unpunished when committed by whites were
characteristic of the period. According to the Daily Miami Metropolis, the police even hauled “unfortunate negroes . . . to court
for mere family quarrels,” compelling them to “pay a fine of
$7.50 or stay in jail ten days just to make the police department
pay.“ 5 The inmate population of the area’s jails reflected the
double standard; of thirty-five prisoners in the county jail in
September 1904, only one was white. 5
As bastions of the social order, the police intervened quickly
in controversies which threatened to disturb that order. Examples
are legion. There was, for instance, police involvement in a
dispute involving the city’s carriage trade. Since Miami’s incorporation, a small band of white chauffeurs had monopolized
its commercial carriage and automotive transportation system.
Jealous of their prerogatives, the operators fought competition
from blacks. When a black chauffeur arrived in Miami from
Palm Beach with three passengers in the winter of 1915, he
became the object of a frantic chase by several white drivers
determined to show him that he was unwelcome in the community. Before his pursuers overtook him, the Negro reached
the police station. He was quickly escorted to the railroad depot
and placed on a north bound train. 7
During the same period, the white community expressed
concern over black nursemaids who took white children for
walks in Colored Town. Many believed that through contact
with friendly blacks, the children exposed themselves to “a
horrible communicable disease.“ 8 To eliminate the risk, the Miami Police Department announced that black baby-sitters found
in Colored Town with white children would be arrested and
punished. 9 In the 1920s, the police cancelled Negro spiritual

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

XVII (1957), 73; Donna Thomas, “‘Camp Hell’: Miami During the
Spanish-American War,” Florida Historical Quarterly, LVII (October
1978), 152-53.
Daily Miami Metropolis, July 21, August 4, 1905, May 27, 1909; Miami
Metropolis, May 12, 1899.
Miami Metropolis, September 2, 1904.
Miami Herald, February 28, 1915.
Ibid., June 17, 1915.
Ibid.
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concerts scheduled before white audiences because it “was against
public policy at this time.“ 10 Later, during an investigation of a
Ku Klux Klan raid on a white church which had a black choir,
the police appeared to lend tacit approval to the invasion by
stating that there was “an unwritten law in this town that
Colored people cannot take part in the services of a white
church.“ 11
Assisting the police in upholding a dual system of justice
were the courts, which frequently issued harsh sentences to black
miscreants, while handing out mild punishment to whites guilty
of similiar crimes, and coroner’s juries that perfunctorily exonerated policemen and other whites in black homicides. 12 The city
council also exhibited a jaundiced attitude toward blacks. In
addition to denying them adequate municipal services, the council refused to acts on their entreaties for a black policeman. 13
The record of these institutions moved the Metropolis to label
justice for blacks an “outrage,” the result of “infamous
discrimination. 14
But the Metropolis and, later, the Miami Herald, also contributed to this system, for they often wrote of the social and
political inferiority of blacks and carried racially degrading
stories. 15 Moreover, these journals increased racial tensions
through strident and threatening language. The case of Richard
Dedwilley is illustrative of this practice. Dedwilley, a black,
allegedly attempted to rape Rose Gould, a white, in 1903. While
10. Ibid., March 23, 1938, March 24, 1928.
11. Pittsburg Courier, October 29, 1938.
12. Miami Daily Metropolis, August 23, 25, 1909, November 27, 1911;
Miami Herald, June 2, 1919.
13. Minutes of the City Council, I, May 4, 1903, 295 (hereafter cited as
MCC); Miami Herald, October 19, 1920, July 19, 1976; David Cohen,
“The Development and Efficiency of the Negro Police Precinct and
Court of the City of Miami” (M.A. thesis, University of Miami, 1951).
21. Subsequent requests for Negro policemen were rejected. In one
instance in 1920, Chief of Police Raymond Dillon declared that “we
should (not) even think of it” . . . . “I don’t believe it’s right to the
white men on the force to put a Negro at work with them.” It was
not until 1944 that the Miami Police Department hired its first black
policeman.
14. Cited in Crisis-A Record of the Darker Races, XII (June 1916), 76.
15. Miami Daily Metropolis, April 15, June 5, 1909; Miami Herald, October
5, 1911; Miami Metropolis, August 29, 1902, February 27, December 11,
1903. The Miami Daily Metropolis was sometimes entitled the Daily
Miami Metropolis. It was a daily counterpart of the older, weekly
Miami Metropolis, and it shared the same points of view.
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the police pursued Dedwilley, the Metropolis announced that
after his capture, many Miamians planned to “treat” this “unholy
fiend of hell” to a “necktie party.“ 16 After his arrest, Dedwilley
was tried and convicted in a fifteen-minute trial, and he was
subsequently hanged in the county jail yard. 17
Exacerbating the inequities of local justice was the growth
of Miami’s black community. By 1910, Miami’s 2,258 blacks
represented 41.3 per cent of the city’s population. Colored Town
was expanding north and west of its original boundaries. Furthermore, a small black community had emerged south of the
Miami River, while a steady influx of Bahamian blacks caused
a sharp increase in the size of the older black settlement in
Coconut Grove. 18
A double standard of justice continued to operate freely
and became closely connected to the white community’s determination to keep black expansion from reaching its neighborhoods. Whites increasingly resorted to intimidation and violence.
After several black families had moved into North Miami in
1911, residents of the newly-incorporated community agreed to
restrict Negroes from settling beyond a line between Avenues I
and J on the west and Morse Street on the north. Supported by
the municipal leaders of Miami and North Miami, the “color
line” held until 1915, when black settlement beyond Avenue J
brought white and black residents of this area to the brink of
violence. 19
During this period, conditions in Colored Town worsened
considerably. Sheriff Dan Hardie instituted a “cleanup” of North
16. Miami Metropolis, January 23, 1903. In another column on the crime,
the Metropolis wondered: “What can be done with these black sons
of hell,” since “all kinds of remedies have been resorted to including
hemp, tar and torch and yet it seems it is all of no avail?” The journal
warned that “lynchings and roastings” would “continue to take place
. . . as long as these devilish attempts upon the virtue and lives of
white women are made.”
17. Ibid., March 13, 1903.
18. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the United States,
1910, Population, II (Washington, 1913), 66.
19. Crisis, XI (December 1915), 74; Miami Daily Metropolis, August 14,
1915; Miami Herald, November 20, 24, 1911. Several marked white men
visited homes in the disputed area, admonishing their inhabitants to
leave. At each dwelling the raiders left a crudely printed message which
declared, “No nigger can live in this house.” “Move out by Monday
night,” it warned, “or we will blow you up,” It was signed by “200
white men.”
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Miami which drove most of its brothels, saloons, and gambling
dens into Colored Town. Consequently, “Hardieville,” a thriving red-light district, emerged in the northwest sector of the
black community, and soon surpassed North Miami in the
magnitude of its operation. Not surprisingly, the number of
blacks arrested on vice-related charges, gambling, drunkeness, and
drug abuse increased sharply. Many of the arrests were accompained by complaints of police brutality. In one case, according
to the Miami Herald, a black asked an arresting officer to permit him to stop at his home momentarily before proceeding to
the police station. The policeman responded by smashing his
prisoner in the face - in the presence of a councilman. 20
Police surveillance of Colored Town grew appreciably at
this time. Two patrolmen, along with Sheriff Hardie, conducted
daily rounds of the district. One of their major functions was to
keep blacks in their quarter after 6:00 p.m. Instances of police
brutality here, as well as complaints of officers practicing a “sort
of official terrorism” by entering Negro dwellings without search
warrants, abounded. 21 After entering some black homes, the
police routed occupants out of their beds and forced them to
pay a “tax“ of $3.00 or face arrest. 22
A tough police campaign against black bootleggers, gamblers,
and prostitutes throughout this period aggravated racial tensions
and intensified animosity between police and blacks. Many
Negroes complained of police brutality. At times angry blacks
resisted. In one roundup in 1915, Patrolman Robert Starling
grappled with Will Knowles, a “liquor crazed Negro,” before
killing him. 23 A coroner’s jury ruled that Starling acted in self20. Cohen, Historical Sketches, 8; Helga Eason, “Sand in Their Shoes,”
Wilson Library Bulletin, XXX (June 1956), 763; Miami Daily Metropolis, June 17, 1917; Miami Herald, October 9, 27, 1912.
21. Transcript of interview with Kate Dean and Louise Davis, May 29, 1973,
16; interview with Mrs. “X”, March 22, 1976, Miami; Miami Herald,
November 14, 1917. Beginning with the city’s early days, blacks were
confined to their quarter after 6:00 p.m. Despite the absence of a
municipal statute providing the legal basis for this stricture, it was
rigidly enforced. A white woman who lived in Miami during this
period, and who wishes to remain anonymous, told the author that
blacks found outside Colored Town after 6:00 p.m. were beaten frequently by whites with the tacit approval of the police. Sometimes,
according to this source, the police themselves administered beatings
to curfew violators.
22. Miami Herald, August 2, 1918.
23. Ibid., July 12, 1915, August 2, 1918, January 29, February 22, 1916;
MCC, VII, August 5, 1915, 569.
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defense. Although this incident angered the black community,
it was soon eclipsed by the spectre of more serious trouble.
The territorial expansion of the growing Negro community
increased at this time, as several black families moved beyond
the “color line.” Discomfiture over black migration exploded in
August 1915, when six masked whites raided several Negro
dwellings west of Avenue I. The occupants were warned to
abandon their homes. Most left immediately. 25
When the police learned of this incident the following morning, Police Chief William Whitman dispatched three officers
to the area, but no assailants were apprehended. The boundary
problem moved Mayor John Watson and several officials to
ask the council to provide an alley separating the races in the
disputed area and to write a segregation ordinance. But opposition from a committee of the Colored Board of Trade, composed
of Miami’s black business leaders, and a host of legal problems
prevented adoption of the plan. Therefore, the previous “color
line” remained, fortified by heavier police surveillance. An uneasy truce prevailed in the disputed area. 26
Racial tensions flared again in 1917 when white chauffeurs
opposed, with threats and violence, attempts by Negroes to organize chauffer services. The Metropolis noted that white chauffeurs frequently chased “negro drivers through the streets like
a pack of hounds chasing a rabbit or a fox.“ 27 The police, however, ignored this situation. In July 1917, several white drivers
assaulted Fred Andrews, a black who had opened a chauffeur
service. Shortly after this incident, Andrews stabbed Randolph
Lightbourne, one of his alleged assailants. Andrews was quickly
arrested, tried, convicted, and fined, but the police failed to
locate his attackers. 28
Many blacks reacted angrily to this incident. Rumors of
Negroes arming for an uprising spread throughout the com24. Miami Herald, August 2, 1918.
25. Miami Daily Metropolis, August 14, 1915; Miami Herald, August 17,
1915; Crisis, XI (December 1915), 74.
26. MCC, VII, August 19, 1915, 605: VIII, February 3, 1916, 167; Miami
Herald, August 20, October 24, 1915; Crisis, XI (January 1916), 117.
27. Miami Daily Metropolis, July 16, 1917. Perhaps the major opposition
of white chauffeurs to black competitors was the threat the latter posed
to the lucrative white monopoly of carrying “clients” to the brothels
of “Hardieville.”
28. Ibid., July 9, 1917.
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munity. At the same time, many blacks heard that whites were
preparing to “shoot up” a part of their quarter. During the early
hours of July 15, a band of whites dynamited the Odd Fellows
Hall, the largest building in Colored Town. The blast awakened
many persons. Believing a race riot imminent, many blacks
emerged from their homes with guns and other weapons. 29
Quick action by several Negro clergymen, who convinced
angry blacks that violence was not the solution, and assurances
from the police department and the sheriff’s office that the dynamiters would be apprehended, lessened the immediate threat of
retaliation. At the same time, Chief Whitman dispatched ten
policemen to Colored Town, and offered a reward of $50 for
information leading to the arrest of the dynamiters. 30
On July 16, Whitman and other civic leaders met with the
Colored Board of Trade to resolve the problem of black chauffeurs. The delegation quickly warned white leaders that there
would be a mass exodus of Negroes from Miami-a grim prospect
for a city already experiencing a labor shortage-unless they
were accorded better protection. Consequently, the blacks were
assured that their people would be protected in their right to
operate automobiles, and that they would receive a monopoly
on the operation of buses and automobiles for hire in the black
community. 31
The police, however, failed to apprehend those responsible
for the dynamiting, and soon received sharp criticism from many
quarters, including the North Miami Improvement Association,
which expressed indignation over the apparent indifference of
the police during the investigation. Particularly troubling to
the association was the failure of the police to interrogate any
white chauffeurs. The city council also questioned police efficiency and raised the reward for the arrest of the dynamiters
to $200. The crime, nevertheless, remained unsolved. 32
Soon blacks turned their attention in another direction as
the nation’s deepening involvement in World War I led increas29. Ibid., July 16, 1917.
30. Ibid.
31. Ibid., July 17, 1915.
32. MCC, IX, July 19, 1917, 7; Miami Daily Metropolis, July 18, 20, 1917.
By this time, North Miami had been annexed to Miami. Several of its
residents, including members of the North Miami Improvement Association, were anxious to erase its wicked image.
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ing numbers of them to join the war effort. Several hundred
Florida blacks served in the United States Army, while many
others participated in successful Red Cross, Liberty Loan, and
War Savings Stamp drives at home. Blacks also enthusiastically
received a plethora of “four minute men,” patriotic speakers
who extolled the virtues of the Allied nations. 33 Despite the
praise the black community received for its patriotism, some
officials, including Mayor Watson, continued to practice discrimination. In June 1918, the mayor ordered the police to prohibit
public gatherings in Colored Town because of alleged rowdiness.
But Chief of Police Raymond Dillon stated that he could not
understand why “colored people should be prevented from holding orderly dances any more than the white people,” and his
men largely ignored the order. 34
The nationwide postwar racial strife bypassed Miami, with
the exception of one unsettling moment in November 1919,
when white chauffeurs again intimidated their black counterparts. But Mayor William Smith quickly defused the crisis with
a warning that even though he was not a “nigger lover,” he
would use the police to protect the right of black chauffeurs
to work. 35
The potential for racial violence, nonetheless, increased with
the emergence of Negro organizations stressing racial pride and
demanding better treatment from whites. One of the most important of these groups was the Negro Uplift Association of Dade
County, which used the exoneration of a policeman accused of
the death of a black in 1919 to publicize its objectives and criticize local justice. The association maintained that “until very
recently, officers on duty in Colored Town have very inhumane
records,” because “they have been seen to brutally beat and
club negro men and women in making their arrests . . . even
after they were handcuffed, for every trivial offense.“ 36 The
33. Miami Herald, March 4, 23, April 14, 1918; Thelma Peters, “Jubilation
-The War’s Over!” Update, III (October 1975), 7; Miami Daily Metropolis, May 24, 1918.
34. Miami Herald, June 5, 1918.
35. Miami Daily Metropolis, November 7, 1919.
36. Miami Herald, June 2, 1919. For a history of black nationalism in this
era, see E. David Cronon, Black Moses: The Story of Marcus Garvey and
the Universal Negro Improvement Association (Madison, 1955); Gunnar
Myrdal, An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and American
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association also contended that “not one instance can scarcely
be presented where a search warrant has ever been produced
on entering a negro's home.“ 37 The group demanded an end to
the double standard of justice, “humane treatment” by police,
as well as “absolute justice [for blacks] before the courts.“ 38
More extreme black nationalist groups made little headway in
Miami, although in October 1919, the police found several copies
of a black nationalist newspaper, which, according to the Metropolis, contained “dangerous propaganda.“ 39 This document
reminded blacks that they had “shouldered guns to free the
people overseas,” and urged them to “use the same guns to free
yourselves.“ 40
The early 1920s was a difficult period for the police and
blacks. A series of white raids on Colored Town, followed by
several instances of Ku Klux Klan terrorism, created an explosive
racial situation and again raised the spectre of mass racial
violence. At the outset of this decade, Miami’s black community
numbered 9,270, a 400 per cent increase since 1910. Although
blacks represented thirty-one per cent of the city’s population
in 1920, they continued to reside in only ten per cent of the
community’s territory. The “color line,” erected during the
previous decade, held in most places except along a portion
of the northern perimeter adjacent to the Highland Park subdivision. Black migration into this white enclave was responsible for much of the racial turmoil of the early 1920s. 41
Conditions inside the teeming black quarter deteriorated as
the population grew more dense. Acute overcrowding, coupled
with the failure of municipal officials to uphold sanitation ordinances, led to deplorable sanitary conditions. The dusty, pockmarked streets were seldom watered. Colored Town contained

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Democracy (New York, 1944); and Elliott M. Rudwick, W. E. B. DuBois:
Propagandist of the Negro Protest (New York, 1960).
Miami Herald, June 2, 1919.
Ibid.
Miami Daily Metropolis, October 20, 1919. The name of the newspaper
was not revealed in this account.
Ibid.
MCC, X, July 1, 1920, 333; Miami Daily Metropolis, May 10, 27, June
30, 1920, July 2, 1921; Miami Herald, May 21, 1920, August 26, 1921,
January 26, 1922, June 16, 1923; U.S. Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth
Census of the United States, 1920, Population, III (Washington, 1922),
195.
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no playgrounds or parks. Inadequate schools resulted in an
illiteracy rate of ten per cent among blacks twenty-one years of
age and older. Gambling, bootlegging, and prostitution continued to flourish. 42
To police the blighted settlement, only two patrolmen were
assigned to the quarter at any one time. In emergencies this
tiny force received assistance from two to three other policemen. Sometimes an extensive police dragnet in Colored Town
brought additional lawmen into the area. The sheriff’s department also maintained two men in or near Colored Town. 43
Bahamian blacks who settled in Colored Town and in
Coconut Grove were a volatile element. Many came at harvest
time and worked in the South Dade agricultural groves. As
temporary residents and British subjects, they were less servile
toward whites than native blacks. Because numerous Bahamians
preached racial equality, many whites regarded them as troublemakers.
Bahamians, as well as native blacks, were involved in a
renewal of racial strife in 1920. In April, H. H. Tarpley, an
erstwhile Miami fireman, went on a shooting spree in Colored
Town, killing one man and injuring others. In May, fifty whites
shot up part of Colored Town after several black families had
moved into the southeast corner of Highland Park. To prevent
black reprisals, a large detachment of officers was rushed into
Colored Town, while black and white leaders met to find a
solution to this latest breach of the “color line.“ 44
Neither the arrest of the white raiders nor a solution to
the boundary problem followed, however. On June 29, a more
serious crisis occurred when several whites hurled two dynamite
bombs from a speeding car into an unoccupied home on the
black side of the disputed boundary. The bombs destroyed the
home, and quickly brought 3,000 angry blacks to the scene. 45
Rumors that hundreds of armed blacks were gathering for
a raid on the adjacent white settlement led Mayor Smith to
order the entire police force to Colored Town. Smith also called
42. MCC, X, July 1, 1920, 333; Miami Daily Metropolis, May 10, 20, 27, 1920.
43. Fourteenth Census, 1920 Population, III, 195; Miami Daily Metropolis,
May 10, 27, 1920.
44. Miami Daily Metropolis, May 20, 1920; Miami Herald, May 26, 1920.
45. MCC, X, July 1, 1920, 333; Miami Herald, June 30, 1920.
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on the American Legion for assistance. By midnight 30 armed
whites were patrolling Colored Town, and all avenues eading
to it were closed to traffic. Two hours later most blacks had
returned to their homes, and quiet ensued. A special detachment
of police remained for several days, but no further trouble
occurred. Again, the dynamiters were not apprehended. 46
Following a futile request for a black policeman in July 1920,
the Colored Board of Trade complained that the police were not
interested in protecting black people, because the “vicious attack
on the part of murderous cowards has exerted itself twice within
the past two months and up to this time not a single arrest
has been made.“ 47 The board also argued that “if a tin can
were dynamited in any of the white sections and someone merely
suggested that it was a Colored man who did it . . . within a
single hour several arrests would be made on suspicion.“ 48 This
group warned that “the rough element among us is very
impatient” with the failure of the police to locate the assailants. 49
But it was the white community which reacted with outrage
when Henry Brooks, a black Bahamian, allegedly raped a white
woman on July 30. Brooks was quickly apprehended by the
police and taken to the county jail. An angry crowd soon
gathered. Aware of the mob’s intentions, two deputy sheriffs
prepared to take Brooks to Jacksonville for his own safety.
Shortly after his removal, the mob, now 500 in number, broke
into the jail. Learning that Brooks was on a northbound train,
many whites followed by automobile. Their plans, however, were
frustrated when Brooks plunged to his death from a railroad
car near Ormond Beach while attempting to escape. 50
During this crisis, Mayor Smith sent several additional police
to Colored Town to guard against any disturbances. The police
received assistance from forty members of the black American
Legion, who remained on guard at their armory to prevent the
theft of weapons. In the meantime several hundred blacks, mostly
Bahamians, convinced that Brooks’s death was the result of
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

MCC, X, July 1, 1920, 333; Miami Herald, June 30, July 1, 1920.
Miami Herald, July 4, 1920.
Ibid.
Miami Hereld, July 4, 1920; Crisis, XX (September 1920), 235.
MCC, X, July 30, 1920, 353; Miami Daily Metropolis, July 30, August 1,
1920.
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mob action, gathered in Colored Town and angrily discussed
ways of avenging it. With tension mounting, Mayor Smith, on
August 2, rushed additional police and a National Guard company to Colored Town. On the same day, Brooks’s body arrived
from Ormond Beach preparatory to its shipment to Nassau for
burial. Throughout the twelve hours that the body was in
Colored Town, both races were barred from entering the other’s
quarters. 51
During this time, Mayor Smith appeared before an angry
group of Bahamians to explain the circumstances of Brooks’s
death. He succeeded in pacifying them and conditions eventually
returned to normal. Smith later praised the black community
for “conducting itself as the intelligent citizen would have,”
and in preventing a violent racial confrontation. 52
For the remainder of the year a fragile peace replaced the
angry racial confrontations of the summer. Even the November
1920 lynching of J.B. Smith south of Miami, “for the usual
crime [attempted rape],” by “a small mob of whites determined
to give other blacks an example of what they may expect under
similiar circumstances” failed to provoke black reaction. 53
As the decade unfolded, headline-stealing incidents were
scarce in Miami. Nevertheless, police surveillance of Colored
Town increased until by 1925 eight policemen were on duty in
the area. Providing the police with unsolicited assistance was
the local chapter of the Ku Klux Klan, whose organization in
the spring of 1921 was heralded by a parade of 200 men clad in
the traditional hoods and robes. The Klan grew quickly in South
Florida. By the mid 1920s the Miami chapter had an estimated
1,500 members and was active in many municipal activities. 54
Shortly after the Klan appeared in Dade County, blacks were
victimized by a series of threats, beatings, and kidnappings. In
the summer of 1921, several Klansmen kidnapped H. M. Higgs,
51.

Miami Daily Metropolis, July 31, August 3, 5, 1920; New York Times,
August 3, 1920.
52. Miami Herald, August 4, 1920.
53. Ibid., November 30, 1920.
54. Interview with Annie Germaine, a black Bahamanian who migrated to
Miami in 1921, Miami, January 29, 1977; interview with H. Leslie Quigg,
former chief of police, Miami Police Department, July 18, 1974, Miami;
Miami Daily News and Metropolis, July 26, 1925; Miami Herald, May
25, 1921, May 31, November 24, 1925; Miami Sunday News, July 24, 1949.
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a black minister in Coconut Grove. He was abducted allegedly
for espousing racial equality, intermarriage, and violence as
responses to whiter oppression. The minister was released after
promising to leave Miami immediately. His kidnappers were
never found. 55
Before Higgs’s release, rumors of his lynching spread throughout Coconut Grove. Many whites feared black retaliation, especially an overanxious Coconut Grove policeman, who rang the
police riot alarm after failing to locate his chief. Soon carloads
of armed Miami policemen descended on Coconut Grove,
followed by sheriff’s deputies and American Legionnaires. All
thoroughfares between Coconut Grove and Miami were quickly
closed. Before the disturbance subsided, the police had arrested
and disarmed twenty-five blacks. 56
A few weeks later another group of masked men kidnapped
Philip Irwin, white minister of a black church, for the same
reasons that Higgs was abducted. Irwin was tarred and feathered,
and dumped on a sidewalk in downtown Miami only after
agreeing to leave the city immediately. His kidnappers remained
free. 57
The Klan continued to terrorize blacks with impunity in
later years, while other whites also took the law into their
own hands. In June 1923, a white mob in South Dade lynched
two blacks who allegedly killed a United States marshal. 58
Although the intensity of black reaction to these lynchings
did not reach the level of earlier times, many blacks harbored
a smoldering resentment of whites and became more convinced
that the entire system of justice was weighted against them.
Sometimes black frustration at white injustices manifested itself
in localized acts of violence against lawmen. In October 1924,
two blacks, Marion Blocker and an unidentified accomplice,
engaged in a shootout in Colored Town with two policemen to
avenge an earlier arrest. Two months later, a Negro struck
55. Miami Daily Metropolis, July 2, 1921; Miami Herald, July 2, 3, 1921.
Higgs was president of the local chapter of the Universal Negro Improvement Association a nationalist organization which claimed millions
of members in the 1920s.
56. Miami Herald, July 2, 3, 1921.
57. Ibid., July 18, 19, 20, 1921.
58. Ibid., June 16, 17,
1923. For a record of lynching, see Walter White,
Rope and Fagot: A Biography of Judge Lynch (New York, 1929).
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a patrolman on the head with a brick. Despite emptying his
revolver at his fleeing assailant, the officer failed to catch him.
In January 1926, another policeman assaulted some blacks who
had been blocking his passage in Colored Town. Fourteen blacks
turned on the officer and beat him severely. During the following year, a pitched battle in Colored Town between a patrolman
and several Negroes led to the death of the former and injuries
to six of the latter. 59
Adding to black discomfiture was the roundup by the police
and members of the United States Marine Corps of hundreds of
Negroes to help rebuild Miami after the devastating hurricane
of September 1926. One observer averred that blacks were
“beaten, arrested and made to work without pay” by the
authorities. 60 Others, less fortunate, “were even killed.“ 61
The police were involved in other black homicides in the
late 1920s, but coroner’s juries ruled in each case that the
officers had acted in self defense. 62 However, testimony at the
trial of Police Chief H. Leslie Quigg and other members of
the department in the death of Harry Kier, a Negro, suggested
otherwise. William Beechy, a former police officer, testified that
police terrorism of Negro suspects and “troublemakers” was
common. Beechy declared that “sometimes we stripped them
and beat them and run [sic] them off.“ 63 Often, according to
the witness, the police drove blacks to the city limits, pushed
them out of their vehicles and “fired once or twice to see how
fast they could run.“ 64 A grand jury investigation of the Miami
Police Department at this time lent strong support to Beechy’s
59. Miami Herald, October 3, December 21, 1924, January 2, 1926, July
9, 1927.
60. Miami Daily News and Metropolis, September 24, 26, 27, 28, 1926;
Miami Tribune, September 22, 1926; Crisis, XXXIII (December 1926).
103-04. After local and county law officials had agreed on conscripting
black laborers for the reconstruction of Miami, lawmen and troops were
dispatched throughout the Negro section with orders to bring in all
males of working age. In announcing this action, Sheriff Henry R. Chase
declared: “The Negroes, many of them, are lying idle. We are going to
put them to work.”
61. Crisis, XXXIV (April 1927), 59. This information appeared in an
unsigned letter written by a black Miamian to Crisis.
62. Miami Herald, September 7, 1923, May 20, 1925, February 4, June 10,
15, August 27, 1926.
63. Ibid., April 24, 1928.
64. Miami Herald, April 24, 29, 1928; Crisis, XXXV (June 1928), 203-04.
Quigg and his co-defendants were acquitted.
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testimony by citing numerous cases of police brutality. Its
findings led to Quigg’s dismissal as chief of police. 65
In the immediate aftermath of Quigg’s removal the department was more circumspect in its treatment of blacks, and it
even dismissed some officers found guilty of brutality. But arrests
of blacks for major and minor offenses continued greatly to outnumber arrests of whites even though Negroes comprised only
thirty per cent of Miami’s population. 66
Conditions worsened for blacks in the 1930s, not only from
the effects of the Great Depression and an increase in the institutionalizing of discrimination, but also because of widescale abuses
and terrorism by the police and an unbridled Klan. 67 The return
of Quigg as chief of police in the late 1930s underlined the continued plight of blacks. The circumstances of Quigg’s earlier
dismissal did little to temper his racism. If anything, he became
bolder in an even more racist environment. Campaign literature
from the Quigg forces in the mid-1930s warned that the “acute
Negro problem . . . demands the strict supervision of a man
so notably master, of the racial situation as [Quigg] demonstrated
he was, during his long reign as Miami’s protector.“ 68
Based on prejudice and fear, and buttressed by the police,
“protectors” of the white community, a double standard of
65. Miami Herald, May 8, 1928; New York Times, May 8, 1928. The grand
jury’s report was based on interviews with 300 witnesses whose testimony
“concerning conditions and practices of Miami police officers disclosed
a condition so unreasonable, so brutal, so inhuman and so astounding.”
The document cited twelve cases of police brutality, but did not distinguish between white and black victims. The report maintained that
the police department was dominated from within by a “well constructed
organization of unknown strength, slowly but surely destroying the
freedom of our citizens, mean and cruel, practicing habits destitute of
moral or civic virtue and serving only to satisfy a malignant passion.”
The grand jury pronounced Quigg “wholly unfit for the office of chief
of police,” because of shortcomings “in the control and direction of
those men in his department, his behavior as a chief executive . . . and
his apparent contempt for the serious responsibilities resting under
him.”
66. Fifteenth Census, 1930, Population, III, pt. 1, Reports by States, Table
12, 410; Department of Public Safety, City of Miami, First Annual
Report, Fiscal Year July 1, 1928-June 30, 1929 (Miami, 1929), 15;
Miami Herald, November 11, 1928, January 10, 1929.
67. Daily Worker, March 5, 1935; Miami Herald, May 2, 1939; Miami
Tribune, December 23, 1936; New York Age, February 20, 1937, May 7,
October 29, 1938; Pittsburg Courier, June 20, October 24, December 26,
1936, October 2, 1938.
68. Miami Life, April 18, 1936.
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justice continued to operate openly as Miami entered its second
generation of corporate life. For the racism which was responsible for this inequity had remained firmly entrenched. It would
continue to govern the relationship between police and blacks
in ensuing decades.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol57/iss4/1

56

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 57, Number 4

THE NAVAL CAREER OF JOHN ELIOT,
GOVERNOR OF WEST FLORIDA
by ROBERT R. REA*
N
offered a promising career to the younger
T sonsR of many
an English county family in the eighteenth
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century, and when political influence could be brought to bear,
prospects for rapid advancement were considerably increased.
The case of John Eliot offers an interesting example of the
making of a naval officer during the Seven Years War and demonstrates the heights to which family connections could raise
a very young man, for Eliot’s elevation to the governorship of
the colony of West Florida at the age of twenty-four far surpassed the claims of his service at sea. Eliot’s naval career is
none the less fascinating and deserving of more than the cursory,
inaccurate notice it has hitherto received, and recent research
makes possible for the first time something more than a hypothetical explanation of his sudden death at Pensacola. 1
John Eliot was born June 2, 1742, the third son of Richard
and Harriot Craggs Eliot of Port Eliot, Cornwall. His grandfather, William Eliot, had been a naval officer, but John’s father
was a politician who developed an impressive parliamentary
interest in the Cornish boroughs of St. Germans and Liskeard.
Richard Eliot’s oldest son, Edward (b. 1727), was destined to
*

Mr. Rea is professor of history, Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama.

1. Two persons confuse the record: John Elliott, surgeon aboard Augusta
(Muster Roll, Augusta: ADM 36/4780, Public Record Office, London)
whose correspondence with the Admiralty is incorrectly filed with that
of Captain John Eliot in ADM 1/1760. John William Elliott (17321808) was the third son of Sir Gilbert Elliott of Minto, who served
as midshipman under Hamilton in Augusta and won fame by defeating Thurot off Ireland in 1760; he is confused with John Eliot by Alan
Valentine, The British Establishment, 1760-1784 2 vols. (Norman, Oklahoma, 1970), I, 295. John Charnock’s sketch of Eliot in Biographia Navalis
(London, 1794-98), VI, 391, has as many lacunae as errors. Even the
College of Heralds has erred by describing Eliot as governor of East
Florida! I have dealt with Eliot’s family life and gubernatorial tenure
in “John Eliot, Second Governor of British West Florida,” Alabama
Review, XXX (October 1977), 243-65. certain portions of which are
herein amended and corrected.
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follow his father’s lead in politics and would end his days as
Baron of St. Germans. The second son, Richard (b. 1733), went
to sea aboard HMS Augusta, Captain John Hamilton. Richard
was carried on the ship’s muster roll as captain’s servant from
1744 until 1746 when he became a midshipman. Quite tragically,
this promising lad died at Kinsale, Ireland, April 28, 1747, while
serving with Hamilton. 2 Late the next year the senior Richard
Eliot also died, and in 1749 Captain Hamilton married the
widowed Hariot. Seven-year-old John Eliot became a member
of their household.
As portrayed by Joshua Reynolds, Captain John Hamilton
was a very handsome, swashbuckling naval officer. The second
son of the Earl of Abercorn, Hamilton secured his captaincy in
1741, enjoyed some modest successes at sea, and sat on the famous
court martial of two admirals, nine captains, and four lieutenants
after the battle of Toulon. He was much at Plymouth and
became an intimate member of the household at Port Eliot,
included by Reynolds in his painting of the Eliot family. Edward
Eliot remembered him as “a very uncommon character; very
obstinate, very whimsical, very pious, and a rigid disciplinarian,
yet very kind to his men.“ 3 His correspondence fully supports that
judgment and discloses a commander who was deeply concerned
for his sailors’spiritual as well as their physical welfare, a captain
all too ready to rebuke an admiral whom he found wanting,
and an officer who, in 1755, sacrificed himself in order that
his crewmen might be saved from drowning. Perhaps only his
wife knew that John Hamilton disliked the sea and the service
to which he gave his life. Hamilton undoubtedly helped to shape
the character and the career of young John Eliot. A second
family naval connection was formed in 1751 when John’s eldest
sister Anne married Captain Hugh Bonfoy, who had succeeded
Hamilton in command of Augusta in 1747.
Eliot’s naval career began February 18, 1752, when he was
signed as midshipman on Penzance, Captain Charles Saunders,
at Portsmouth. At the end of May, Saunders sailed to Plymouth
where, on June 12, Eliot was listed as an able-bodied seaman.
That summer Penzance cruised to St. John’s, Newfoundland,
2. ADM 36/193.
3. Sir James Prior, Life of Edmund Malone (London, 1860), 405.
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returning to Woolwich for refitting just after Christmas. Whether
or not John Eliot actually saw sea duty as a nine- or ten-yearold midshipman, he was discharged at Woolwich, at his own
request, March 19, 1753. By that date his brother-in-law, Hugh
Bonfoy, had succeeded Captain Saunders, and on May 12, Eliot
rejoined Penzance as midshipman, volunteer. He was certainly
one of the “nine quarterdeck gentlemen” whom Captain Bonfoy
carried on Penzance's annual summer voyage to Newfoundland
in 1753. 4 Bonfoy sailed again in 1754, but Eliot was discharged
at Plymouth, July 8, and on August 10, he was signed A.B. on
Vanguard, a ship which remained snug in the docks until the
following March. 5 Eliot was listed as midshipman, November 10,
1754, and probably spent that winter in school and with the
Hamiltons. In February 1755, his mother was called upon to
replenish John’s naval wardrobe, for his clothes were very thin
and much mended. He was particularly in need of checked shirts,
pea jackets, trousers, and stockings, and his grandmother was
asked to provide the young midshipman with the mandatory
supply of white dress shirts. 6
In the spring of 1755, the Royal Navy girded itself for war
with France, and Captain John Byron took Vanguard, with Midshipman Eliot aboard, out of the Plymouth docks in March for
a brief shake-down cruise. When trying to sail again in July,
the ship struck an unmarked rock in Plymouth harbor, and
Byron only got to sea in August when he beat about for six
weeks off Cape Finisterre. A further cruise in October and
November was profitable in terms of captured French shipping,
but wind and sea fully justified “Foul-Weather Jack“ Byron’s
reputation for considerably less than good fortune. 7
In March 1756, Vanguard joined Sir Edward Hawke off
Ushant for two months, and in June, Midshipman Eliot saw
4. Muster Books, Penzance: ADM 36/2460; Captain’s Log, Penzance:
ADM 51/684; Correspondence of Captain Hugh Bonfoy: ADM 1/1485.
5. Paybook, Vanguard: ADM 33/418.
6. John Eliot to” Harriot Hamilton, February 4, 1755: Eliot MSS. John
mentions that he carried about three dozen shirts when he sailed
with Captain Bonfoy and now needs two dozen more. He was less
generously supplied than his brother Richard had been. Harriot
Hamilton to “Dear Cos,” February 6, 1755.
7. Captain’s Log, Vanguard: ADM 51/1026. Captain John Hamilton, who
had been given command of Lancaster, was a victim of these same
storms.
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action in the Bay of Biscay. The squadron was engaged in disrupting French coastal shipping, and early in August it succeeded in chasing ashore two French frigates with a convoy of
twenty-nine merchant vessels. Boats were launched in an attempt
to burn the Frenchmen, but musketry from the shore drove them
off. A further cruise in November and December produced small
results. The weather off Cape Finisterre was severe, the ships
were leaky, and all hands aboard Vanguard were engaged at
the pumps. Byron returned to Plymouth, January 29, 1757, and
John Eliot left his ship on February 9. 8 The fourteen-year-old
midshipman was discharged by preferment to Marlborough,
Captain Robert Faulknor, the flagship of Rear Admiral Thomas
Cotes who was preparing to sail from Portsmouth to take command of the Jamaica station. Eliot joined Marlborough on a
blustery February 14, and a new phase of his career began. 9
On March 10, 1757, Marlborough sailed from Portsmouth,
and when she was able to beat out of Torbay a week later, she
had 113 ships in convoy. After a rough Atlantic crossing she
anchored at Port Royal, Jamaica, on May 17. All hands, from
the admiral to young Midshipman Eliot, looked forward to meeting the enemy, but unfortunately Marlborough’s first cruise
proved her to be such a poor sailer in the light Caribbean breezes
that she was unable to make headway against Jamaican currents.
While others gained glory and took prizes, Cotes’s flagship remained idle and in October was finally tied up at the wharf, her
guns removed. 10 Earlier that month Captain Arthur Forrest in
Augusta had daringly and successfully challenged a powerful
French squadron off the south coast of St. Domingue, and on October 25, Augusta and her companions, Dreadnought and Edinburgh, returned to Port Royal “much disabled in their masts and
rigging.” With the first news of Forrest’s exploit, Eliot sought
permission from the admiral to transfer to a more active ship,
and as soon as Augusta was anchored, he went aboard as third
lieutenant, accompanied by his servant John Arnold. That same
day Augusta received a new first lieutenant in the person of
George Johnstone, and although neither could have guessed it
8. Captain’s Log, Vanguard: ADM 51/1026; Paybooks, Vanguard: ADM
32/173; 33/540.
9. Muster Roll, Marlborough: ADM 36/6057.
10. Captain’s Log, Marlborough: ADM 51/576.
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at the moment, the first two royal governors of the future colony
of West Florida became shipmates. 11
Augusta was quickly repaired, returned to sea, and Eliot soon
saw action under the aggressive Forrest. The day before Christmas they were briskly engaged off Mayaguana, having shown a
Dutch flag in order to close with French ships. On another occasion Forrest flew French colors as a ruse to gain the advantage
of his enemy. In January 1758, there was hot work with the
ship’s boats cutting out French merchantmen huddling under the
shadow of Cape Tiburon. By June, Augusta had taken numerous
prizes. Forrest was the hero of the Jamaica Squadron, but all
his officers did not enjoy the same standing. As the result of
some undisclosed pecadillo, on June 14 Lieutenant George
Johnstone, who had been brought before a court martial in
February for insubordination, was further “suspended for disrespect” toward Admiral Cotes. Eliot might have hoped to
move up, but Augusta was by then in such bad shape from
constant action that she required extensive repairs, so her sixteenyear-old third lieutenant exchanged with the lieutenant of the
sloop Viper, and on July 31 began to serve under Captain Housman Broadley, whom Thomas Cotes would eulogize as “an active,
gallant officer.“ 12
Viper was kept busy during the latter half of 1758, and at
the end of January 1759, she was cruising in company with
Marlborough and Dreadnought off Cape François. At 5 a.m.,
January 30, Captain Broadley succumbed to a fever; two hours
later young Lieutenant Eliot went aboard Dreadnought and
received orders to take temporary command of the sloop. His
first task was to bury his late captain, and at ten o’clock Eliot
11. Muster Roll, Augusta: ADM 36/4782. Cotes’s commission to Eliot,
October 25, 1757, was confirmed August 6, 1759: ADM 6/19. Johnstone
was twenty-seven at this time and had held his lieutenant’s certificate
since 1749; in spite of being twelve years younger than Johnstone,
Eliot would secure his captaincy earlier and enjoy twenty-eight months
seniority over Johnstone in the Navy List. On the first governor of
West Florida see Robin F. A. Fabel, “Bombast and Broadsides: The
Lives of George Johnstone,” which has been accepted for publication
by Troy State University Press.
12. Captain’s Log, Augusta: ADM 51/3774; Muster Roll, Augusta: ADM
36/4783; “A Journal kept by John Eliot Third Lieutenant of His
Majesty’s Ship the Augusta”: ADM L/A. 235 National Maritime
Museum, Greenwich. Cotes’s commission to Eliot, July 31, 1758, was
confirmed September 4, 1759: ADM 6/19.
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read the brief service, two volleys of small arms were fired, and
the body of Housman Broadley was consigned to the sea. Eliot’s
command of Viper was brief. On the morning of February 1,
Captain Arthur Ussher was sent aboard from Dreadnought,
and Eliot resumed his lieutenancy until he left Viper, April 4, at
Port Royal. 13
Eliot enjoyed the favor of both the glamorous Captain Forrest
and the plodding Admiral Cotes (whose postings were subsequently confirmed by the Admiralty so that Eliot never stood
examination for his lieutenant’s certificate). On April 5, 1759,
Cotes appointed Eliot lieutenant on Hornet, Captain Charles
Napier, and in June the young heroes of the West Indies sailed
with the homeward bound convoy, arriving at Sheerness in late
August. 14
In the meantime John’s brother, Edward Eliot, had begun
to exercise the family’s influence in his behalf. Early in 1759,
their sister Elizabeth became engaged to Charles Cocks of Eastnor,
and that marriage (which took place August 8) would establish
a connection with the First Lord of the Admiralty, George Anson,
whose wife, Elizabeth Yorke, was the daughter of Margaret
Cocks, Lady Hardwicke, Charles Cocks’s aunt. The fortunes of
eighteenth-century families depended upon just such relationships. In February, Edward Eliot had written to Anson regarding the coming nuptials and urging that something be done
by the First Lord for his prospective relative-by-marriage Lieutenant John Eliot. Anson was not one to welcome political
intrusions into naval affairs, but in this case he satisfied both
the demands of the service and the obligations of family by
advising Edward Eliot that he had already arranged for young
John to be appointed captain of the sloop Hawke. 15
13. Master’s Log, Viper: ADM 52/1091; Lieutenant’s Log, Viper: ADM
L/V.76 (Natl. Maritime Mus.); Cotes to Admiralty, February 28, 1759:
ADM 1/235.
14. Captain’s Log, Hornet: ADM 51/458; Muster Table, Hornet: ADM
36/5789. Eliot was discharged September 5, 1759. Cotes’s commission
to Eliot, April 5, 1759, was confirmed September 4, 1759: ADM 6/19.
John Eliot to Admiralty, endorsed September 21, 1759: ADM 1/1760.
After extensive refitting, Hornet next went into action in 1760 under
the command of George Johnstone.
15. Anson to Edward Eliot, February 6, 1759. See Richard Middleton,
’’Pitt, Anson and the Admiralty, 1756-1761,” History, LV (June 1970),
191-93.
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Lieutenant Eliot was not long returned to England before
Lord Anson’s promise was fulfilled. On September 4, 1759, Eliot
was commissioned as commander of Hawke, and on the twentyseventh he went aboard at Plymouth. October was spent readying ship and trying to secure and retain a crew, for his petty
officers and foremast men were regularly transferred to larger
vessels putting out to sea; but by November young Eliot was
embarked upon his first-and as it proved, brief-independent
command. 16
The course of the little twelve-gun sloop Hawke cannot be
traced, for want of surviving records, but she was probably
cruising off the French coast on December 9, 1759, detached from
Sir Edward Hawke’s squadron. 17 About noon, Lieutenant Abraham Furneaux, relieving the deck watch, noticed a ship to windward flying English colors and bearing down rapidly on Hawke.
Furneaux rushed to Eliot’s cabin, advised him of the approaching ship, and the captain promptly came on deck. Eliot made
Sir Edward Hawke’s private signal for identification, and,
receiving no reply, he ordered all hands to battle stations and
all sails set. Unfortunately the strange vessel easily outdistanced
Hawke (“three feet to our one,” according to the gunner) and
ran up under her lee quarter, at which point she broke out the
French flag and began raking Hawke’s deck with musket-fire.
Eliot’s men replied with small arms but could not bring Hawke’s
guns to bear because of “the great swell of the sea.” When Eliot
attempted to get out the after gun to leeward, it was “washed
away by the sea that came in at the port, so that it was impossible to fight any of the great guns.” Nor was a close look at
the Frenchman’s armament heartening; she carried twenty-four
eight- and twelve-pounders, and they began to flail the helpless
English ship. Three men were killed at the outset, and with no
effective means of answering the enemy’s fire, Eliot had little
choice but to consult his officers and, on their advice, strike his
colors. His captor proved to be the privateer Duc de Choiseul,
16. ADM 10/8. Eliot’s correspondence: ADM 1/1760 and ADM 2/83.
17. Eliot lost all of his papers when Hawke was captured: Eliot to
Clevland, April 17, 1760: ADM 1/1760. L. Carr Laughton in William
L. Clowes, The Royal Navy, 7 vols. (London, 1897-1903), III, 311, noted
Hawke as “taken off C[ape] Clear.” The location seems unlikely in
view of Hawke’s previous assignments.
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out of St. Malo, and to that port Hawke and her crew were
taken. 18 On Christmas Eve, Eliot’s mother wrote to her oldest
son of her longing to hear that “our young Commander has
come in safe.” Four days later John Eliot ruefully advised the
Admiralty of the sad fate of his ship. 19
English prisoners of war might languish in France for many
months, but not the brother of Edward Eliot and a relation of
Lord Anson. On January 24, 1760, the Admiralty directed the
Commissioners for Exchanging Prisoners to secure the release of
John Eliot, Lieutenant Furneaux, and a passenger, Surgeon John
Holden of the hospital ship Canterbury, “as soon as possible”
and “without a moment’s loss of time.“ 20 The next day the
Admiralty proposed a formal exchange for these three, and
the French responded on February 5, offering to trade Hawke’s
junior officers for a French pilot, Gautier de Pignon Blanc, who
had been captured at Louisbourg and paroled to France. The
exchange was arranged in the first weeks of March, and on the
twenty-first the cutter Cruizer deposited nine French prisoners
at St. Malo and took aboard Eliot and his servant, Lieutenant
Furneaux, Surgeon Holden, four of Hawke’s other officers, and
an English lieutenant taken at Quebec. Instead of Pignon Blanc,
however, the English exchanged M. de Pennandreff, first lieutenant of Formidable, captured at Quiberon Bay, November 20,
1759, who had suffered a headwound and was under a doctor’s
care. Hawke’s crew was to be returned by the next packet-boat
exchange and probably got home about April 20. At the same
time Eliot was released, the senior captain at Plymouth was
ordered to hold an enquiry on the loss of Hawke. 21
The winds continued to blow ill for Eliot. Not until April 2
was he able to reach Falmouth, from whence he went overland
to Plymouth for his court martial. He reached Plymouth on the
sixth, and on April 8 Captain Samuel Graves convened a court
aboard Barfleur “to enquire whether the officers and seamen
18. Details of the action are derived from the court martial record, ADM
1/5299 Pt. 1, fols. 192-196.
19. Harriot Hamilton to Edward Eliot, December 24, 1759. John Eliot’s
letter to the Admiralty appears to have been lost.
20. ADM 2/84.
21. Hawke’s crew were held at Dinant. ADM 97/106 contains correspondence relating to the exchange. Secretary to Commodore Hanway,
March 21, 1760: ADM 2/258.
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of his Matys late sloop Hawke did their utmost to preserve and
defend her.” Evidence was heard from Lieutenant Furneaux,
Master John Cole, Boatswain Benjamin Steward, Gunner
Walter Dewes, Surgeon John Holden, and Captain Eliot. Steward
observed that “No person could behave better than Captain
Eliot and each of his officers.” Holden declared that Eliot
had “behaved with great calmness and resolution,” and the
captain himself swore that all of his officers and crew had
“behaved well.” The court quickly concluded that as “Captain
Eliot behaved like a gallant officer, and, with his officers and
seamen, took every prudent measure in his power to defend
and save the sloop, from an enemy of such superior force and
speed, under such unfavorable circumstances, they do therefore
acquit Captain Eliot, his officers and seamen of all blame and
censure.“ 22
The outcome was never really in doubt. Three days before
the trial at Plymouth, the Admiralty had assigned Eliot a new
ship. On April 25 he was commissioned captain, and the next
day he entered Gosport at Sheerness, to begin Baltic convoy
duty in May. 23
Captain John Eliot celebrated his eighteenth birthday near
the end of his first, tedious voyage between England and the
Danish Sound. A second crossing of the North Sea in July was
disturbed only by gale winds, and on August 6, Eliot’s convoy
of sixty-eight merchantmen left Elsinore for home. Storms
forced the convoy to put in at Hammersound on the southeast coast of Norway, on August 11/12, however. The next
day, while waiting for the winds to abate, Eliot learned that a
French privateer, with two captured English snows, was anchored
only six to eight miles away in Ollisound (or Wolfsound). 24
Applying tactics he had learned when serving with John Byron
and Arthur Forrest, at 2:00 p.m., August 14, Eliot sent off his
barge, long boat, and two cutters, under the command of First
22.

Eliot to Secretary Clevland, April 2, 1760: ADM 1/1760; Courts Martial:
ADM 1/5299, Pt. 1, fols. 191-196.
23. For Eliot’s commission see ADM 6/19 and ADM 10/13. Eliot to
Clevland, April 27, 1760: ADM 1/1760; Clevland to Eliot, April 28,
1760: ADM 2/715; Captain’s Log, Gosport: ADM 51/406.
24. See Sir John Norris, A Compleat Sett of New Charts (London, 1728).
Modern Homborsund lies between Lillesund and Arendal, Norway,
on the northern side of the Skagerrak between Norway and Denmark.
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and Third Lieutenants Thomas Eastwood and James Cook, to
seek out the Frenchman. Eliot’s little flotilla found the lugsailed
privateer at eight o’clock that evening. She had four heavy guns
and six swivels, but the Englishmen went aboard with a rush,
and “after fifteen minutes close engagement” during which
Gosport’s party suffered three killed and five wounded, they
took Marquise de Leede, Captain Jean-Louis Jean, out of
Boulogne. The French had two killed, seven wounded, including the captain. Aboard their prize the victors found a number
of English seamen and two English ransomers, merchant captains, who had been taken en route from Leith to Copenhagen.
On the twenty-sixth Eliot got the convoy away from the Norwegian coast and delivered his prisoners and prize ships at Yarmouth early in September. His orders took him on around to
Plymouth where, on October 18, he turned over Gosport to Captain John Jervis. 25
The six months between Eliot’s departure from Gosport
and his resumption of sea duty illustrates the manner in which
the Admiralty provided for its favorite captains when active
commands were unavailable. On October 13, 1760, in anticipation of the conclusion of his last convoy assignment, Eliot was
commissioned to Coventry, at Plymouth, in the place of the
ailing Captain Francis Burslem. Although he left Gosport
October 18, Eliot did not board Coventry, which was refitting
in the docks, until November 22, when he took her alongside
the hulk at Hamoaze, and his command ended on December 3. 26
He was obviously well situated to enjoy the comforts of the
family home at nearby Port Eliot, but a ship was necessary to
justify his pay. Most conveniently, HMS Unicorn appeared at
Plymouth, having lost her Captain Joseph Hunt in action on
January 8, 1761. Eliot was sent aboard January 12 to arrange
for Hunt’s burial and to start the process of refitting. He held

25. Captain’s Log, Gosport: ADM 51/406; Lieutenant’s Log, Gosport: ADM
L/G. 79 (Natl. Maritime Mus.); Eliot to Clevland, September 1, 1760:
ADM 1/1760; Admiralty to Eliot, July 3, September 19, October 3,
1760: ADM 2/85.
26. Secretary to Burslem, October 13, 1760, Secretary to Eliot, November 24,
1760: ADM 2/716; Eliot to Clevland, January 6, 1761: ADM 1/1760;
Commission dated October 13, 1760: ADM 6/19; Captain’s Log,
Coventry: ADM 51/212.
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27

that command until February 17. Although he had been commissioned to his knew ship, Thames, November 21, 1769. Eliot
did not join her until March 23, 1761. Refitting was completed
at Plymouth early in April, and on the eighth Eliot was instructed
to put himself under the orders of John Byron in Fame preparatory to cruising the western approaches. 28
Byron and Eliot sailed together, but Thames returned to
Plymouth with the inbound West Indies convoy on June 14.
Eliot’s next assignment was with the blockading squadron off
Ushant and Brest where he was employed as a messenger and
was frequently engaged in close observation of the French port.
On July 28, he had the good fortune to take the French West
lndiaman Unicorn prize and with her a lucrative cargo of coffee,
sugar, and indigo. The latter part of the year was uneventful,
however, for French shipping had been all but destroyed by
British sea power. After putting in for extensive repairs at
recently-captured Belle Isle, Thames returned to Plymouth at
the end of March 1762. 29
In mid-April 1762, Captain Eliot began to receive a series
of cryptic orders from the Admiralty which culminated in a
sealed packet and instructions which hastened him to sea on
the twenty-fourth. Fifteen leagues west of the Lizard, Eliot was
allowed to discover that he had been directed to cruise between
Madeira, the Canary Islands, and the Azores in the hope of
surprising enemy privateers operating in an area normally free
of English men-of-war. Using Funchal as his base, Eliot spent
the summer on station, but found little excitement until July 21
when he fell in with two Spanish ships of the line and a frigate
and was chased by them for thirteen and one-half hours. Late
in November he turned homeward, stopping at Lisbon to pick
up an inbound convoy and reaching Plymouth on January 2,
1763. 30
27. Secretary to Eliot, January 12, 1761, Secretary to Lieutenant Symons,
January 15, 1761, Secretary to Captain Charles Douglas, Unicorn, February 20, 1761: ADM 2/717; Captain’s Log, Unicorn: ADM 51/3996.
28. Eliot to Stephens, March 23, 1761: ADM 1/1760; Secretary to Eliot,
March 27, 1761: ADM 2/717; Admiralty to Eliot, April 8, 1761: ADM
2/86; Captain’s Log, Thames: ADM 51/989; Lieutenant’s Log, Thames:
ADM L/T.80 (Natl. Maritime Mus.).
29. Eliot to Clevland, June 14, 1761: ADM 1/1760; Admiralty to Eliot,
June 19, July 14, 1761: ADM 2/86; Captain’s Log, Thames: ADM
51/989; Lieutenant’s Log, Thames: ADM L/T.80 (Natl. Maritime Mus.).
30. Admiralty to Eliot, April 13, 16, 1762: ADM 2/88; Eliot to Clevland,
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The Seven Years War was at an end Eliot had little to
do in the spring of 1763 but reduce Thames’s complement to its
peacetime establishment. He spent most of his time on leave in
London, and not until June was he assigned new duties. Thames
was then ordered to convoy two regiments to Gibraltar, and
Eliot was charged with the tutelage of Daniel Woltchkof, one
of four Russian gentlemen training as midshipmen in the
Royal Navy. 31
On August 6, 1763, Eliot began a two-year stint with the
Mediterranean squadron, during which time he and Thames
did little but show the flag at Lisbon, Gibraltar, Port Mahon,
and Genoa. At the latter port, May 31, 1764, Eliot briefly
encountered that scholarly young gentleman Edward Gibbon,
a distant relation by virtue of the marriage of Gibbon’s cousin
Catherine Elliston to John’s brother Edward. 32
A few months later Captain Eliot became the center of a
minor diplomatic squall when, at Cadiz, one of his junior
officers twice broke protocol by returning the salutes of Spanish
men-of-war as they entered the harbor. Eliot had gone ashore,
and Lieutenant Boger misconstrued his orders regarding salutes.
Learning of the first incident and observing the approach of
a second Spanish ship, Eliot attempted to warn Boger, but as
no ship’s boat was at hand to convey the captain’s message, a
second salute was fired. Aware of the delicacy of Spanish sensibilities, Eliot hastened to explain the cause of his embarrassment
to the Spanish admiral at Cadiz. The Don seemed satisfied but
felt obliged to notify his government of the Englishman’s gaff.
Very shortly the Spanish ambassador to St. James’s was complaining to Secretary of State Halifax that Eliot had “rashly
usurped a jurisdiction.” The Admiralty, asked to provide an

April 15, 20, June 3, November 24, December 29, 1762: ADM 1/1760,
January 2, 1763: ADM 1/1761; Captain’s Log, Thames: ADM 51/989.
31. Admiralty to Eliot, April 6, June 2, 11, July 8, 1763: ADM 2/90; Secretary to Eliot, April 22, May 12, 1763: ADM 2/722; Eliot’s correspondence:
ADM 1/1761; Captain’s Log, Thames: ADM 51/989.
32. J. E. Norton, ed., The Letters of Edward Gibbon 3 vols. (New York,
1956), I, 170. Captain’s Log, Thames: ADM 51/989 and 982. Gibbon
had yet to achieve fame as the author of The Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire or to enter the House of Commons as a member for
one of Edward Eliot’s pocket boroughs.
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explanation, merely referred the matter to the commander-inchief in the Mediterranean, and there the storm died. 33
Eliot’s otherwise pleasant routine was finally broken when
the Admiralty sent orders to the Mediterranean station to dispatch either Thames or another vessel to convey Ambassador
Henry Grenville home from Constantinople. Eliot secured the
assignment on July 23, 1765, and in September he made his
way from Naples to the Dardanelles, where he received a twentyone gun salute from the Turkish forts, and on to the Golden
Horn where he docked on October 4. Nine days later the ambassador and his wife came aboard, and Thames began the
long journey home. Eliot’s ship was now quite foul, and in
rough weather off Malta he found that Thames was taking
seven inches of water an hour. At Toulon, November 9, Eliot
was forced to investigate the cause of the problem and discovered a serious leak under the step of the foremast. As the
ship’s bottom proved to be quite rotten and careening was
necessary, Henry Grenville went ashore and ultimately made his
way home across France. Thames remained for two months at
Toulon. Eliot and his crew spent much of their time on shore,
mingling freely and amicably with French seamen. James Boswell, who encountered Eliot at Toulon on December 20, noted
with admiration the young English captain’s “manly” appearance. 34
Finally, on January 15, 1766, Thames was ready to sail, with
the ambassador’s baggage still aboard. Stopping briefly at
Gibraltar to pick up General John Irwin’s dispatches describing
the great hailstorm that had recently wreaked havoc on the
Rock, killing five men and eleven women and children, Eliot
reached Plymouth by February 17. After two and a half years
on a foreign station, Thames’s captain and crew were understandably anxious to get ashore, but the Grenvilles’s baggage
imposed an automatic quarantine on the ship. Eliot fired off a
letter of protest to the Admiralty, and their Lordships success33. Secretary to Eliot, September 25, 1764: ADM 2/724; Eliot to Stephens,
October 15, 1764: ADM 1/1761.
34. Admiralty to Thomas Harrison, June 4, 1765: ADM 2/92; Harrison
to Eliot, July 23, 1765: ADM 1/1761; Captain’s Log, Thames: ADM
51/982; Ralph S. Walker, ed., The Correspondence of James Boswell
and John Johnston of Grange (New York, 1966), 198.
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fully applied to the King to get Thames and her men released
from quarantine. On March 11, the ship’s company was paid
off, Eliot struck his pendant, and Thames was laid up until
the next threat of war. 35
John Eliot was without employment from March 11 until
October 24, 1766, and he enjoyed a well-deserved shore leave.
At the end of October, however, he assumed command of the
guardship Firm in the Hamoaze, Plymouth. This was normally
a three-year assignment which required little of a captain whose
ship was no more than a harbor workhorse and whose crew
did little but ’‘row the Guard.“ 36 Captain Eliot spent some
time at Port Eliot, early in 1767, but a chain of peculiar circumstances was rapidly pulling him toward a new kind of
command.
In 1763, Eliot’s former shipmate George Johnstone had won
appointment as governor of the newly-established British colony
of West Florida. After a stormy two years at that obscure outpost of empire, Johnstone was granted leave to return home,
and he left Pensacola in January 1767. Less than a month after his
departure the ministry decided to remove him from office, having
concluded with Lord Shelburne that his conduct had been
“that of a Perfect Madman.“ 37 As policy seemed to dictate the
appointment of a naval officer to the Gulf coast governorship,
Shelburne suggested three names to the Earl of Chatham for
that post: Captain John Campbell, Captain John Byron, and
Richard, Earl Howe. This was a distinguished company; all
three had sailed on Anson’s famous expedition of 1740, although
only Campbell had completed the circumnavigation. All had
fought under Hawke during the late war, Campbell having
been Sir Edward’s flag captain at Quiberon Bay. Campbell, a
dour Scot, was no politician, however, and Howe, holding the
office of treasurer of the navy, was not apt to be tempted from
a comfortable and honorable employment. Byron would later
35.

Irwin to Eliot, January 31, 1766, Eliot to Stephens, February 17, 18,
1766: ADM 1/1761; Secretary to Eliot, February 21, 1766: ADM 2/726;
Lieutenant’s Log, Thames: ADM L/T. 82 (Natl. Maritime Mus.).
36. Captain’s Log, Firm: ADM 51/356; Lieutenant’s Log, Firm: ADM L/F.
97 (Natl. Maritime Mus.); Secretary to Captain Elphinston, Firm, October 24, 1766: ADM 2/726; Eliot’s commission: ADM 6/20.
37. Shelburne to Johnstone, September 22, 1766 and February 19, 1767:
Colonial Office 5/618, 1, 4; Shelburne to Chatham, February 16, 1767:
Chatham Papers, PRO 30/8/3, f. 189.
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accept a colonial governorship, but as he had just returned from
his own voyage around the world in May 1766, he was not
likely to welcome immediate assignment to a distant shore.
In contrast to these seasoned captains, John Eliot was a
callow twenty-four-year-old who had never commanded a ship
of the line-but he did possess certain important qualifications
for the West Florida governorship. In 1760 his brother Edward
had become a member of the Board of Trade, and in 1767 his
uncle Robert Nugent was president of that body which supervised Britain’s colonial affairs. Between them, Eliot and Nugent
controlled perhaps ten seats in the House of Commons, and
that was of great interest to the floundering ministry. From
John Eliot’s point of view, the peacetime navy offered little
hope of advancement, but a royal governorship carried considerable prestige and a respectable salary of £1,200. The arrangement was duly concluded, and on March 16, 1767, the Earl of
Shelburne advised the Board of Trade and the Admiralty that
his Majesty had appointed Captain John Eliot governor of
West Florida. 38
Although he would be vice-admiral in his colony, Eliot’s
naval career was over. On May 25, the Admiralty advised him
that as his new royal commission had passed the seals, he would
be replaced in Firm by Captain Richard Hughes. His command
and his naval service accordingly ended on June 11, 1767. 39
It had been anticipated that John Eliot would sail for his
new post immediately, but he did not-quite evidently because
of political changes occurring in 1767-1768 which put an end to
the Chatham administration and led to the creation of the new
office of Secretary of State for the American Colonies, developments which naturally concerned the newly-appointed governor
of West Florida. Although the shipment to Pensacola of some
of his personal effects in the summer of 1768 heralded his coming,
not until October 20 was the sloop Tryal, Captain William
Philipps, ordered to Plymouth to convey the governor to Pensacola. Eliot passed, the last days of 1768 and his last days in
38. Shelburne to Admiralty, March 16, 1767: ADM 1/4127; Board of Trade,
Journal of the Commissioners for Trade and Plantations, 14 vols.
(London, 1920-1938) XII, 375-76.
39. Captain’s Log, Firm: ADM 51/356; Secretary to Eliot, May 25, 27, 1767,
Secretary to Capt. Richard Hughes, June 22, 1767: ADM 2/727.
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England with his family at Port Eliot while Philipps stored his
baggage aboard Tryal. When he sailed, January 6, 1769, the
governor’s party consisted of two couples, the elder and younger
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Delbo, Henry Cuba, John Beal, and Eliot’s
personal secretary Philip Madge, a member of a well-known
Devon family. The Atlantic crossing was marred by bad weather
as far as Madeira, but the remainder of the run to St. Kitts was
accomplished in less than four weeks. At his West Indian landfall Eliot seems to have purchased two Negro slaves, as Susan
and Kattie were added to his party roster on March 8. Sailing
from Basse Terre on the fourteenth, Tryal raised Santa Rosa
Island on April 1, and anchored opposite Pensacola that night.
On Sunday morning, April 2, John Eliot stepped ashore in his
new government. 40
It was subsequently reported that during the passage Eliot
“was severely afflicted with a violent pain in his head” which
was so totally debilitating as to “deprive him the enjoyment of
any of the pleasures of this life.” No earlier evidence of such a
disability has been noted, although the few surviving pieces of
his correspondence may be thought to show a deterioration in
his handwriting. The disorder seems to have disappeared before
Eliot reached Pensacola, but it soon recurred and gave “great
uneasiness” to those West Floridians who had quickly come
to like and respect their new governor. Eliot enjoyed a remission of this attack and “continued in good health and spirit
till the first of May” when the pain struck again “with greater
violence than before, and the next day it totally deprived him
of his senses.“ 41 As Eliot was able to conduct the business of
his office and entertain Lieutenant Governor Montfort Browne
at dinner as late as May 1, the suddenness and extreme severity
of these attacks seems beyond question and clearly responsible
for the ensuing tragedy.
On the morning of May 2, it was discovered that John Eliot
had hanged himself in his study in the Governor’s House. Lieu40. Admiralty to Philipps, October 20, 1768: ADM 2/94; Captain’s Log,
Tryal: ADM 51/980; Muster Rook, Tyral: ADM 36 (information provided by Dr. Thomas D. Greenhaw); Eliot to Hillsborough, April 3,
1769: C.O. 5/586: 207.
41. “Our last advices from West Florida,” Boston Chronicle, July 17-20,
1769. I am deeply indebted to Dr. Robin F. A. Fabel for making his
discovery of this account of Eliot’s illness available to me.
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tenant Governor Browne reported the fact to the American
Secretary Lord Hillsborough, but to the public it was apparently
put out that his last attack struck Eliot “as he was walking in
his garden, and in a few minutes after, he was found dead.“ 42
Another account mentions “a violent apoplectic fit,” and suggests
that Eliot “seemed to indulge a fatal melancholy which . . .
brought him to his end.“ 43 As there appears no reason to doubt
the accuracy of the description of Eliot’s illness, nor Browne’s
official report of his suicide, the inescapable diagnostic conclusion must be that John Eliot suffered, in the last year of his
life, from a brain tumor, the traumatic effects of which drove
him to a truly pathetic end. The Royal Navy paid its last
respects to the deceased governor with a twenty gun salute
from HMS Tryal as Eliot was buried outside the fort at
Pensacola. 44
John Eliot’s naval career was moderately distinguished; his
rapid advancement was undoubtedly abetted by his political
connections, but be would not have achieved his youthful honors
without the good opinions of such men as Byron, Forrest, Hawke,
and Anson. His tenure as governor of West Florida won the
plaudits of all who knew him, but its brevity has all but
extinguished his memory. He deserves better of history and of
that navy to which he devoted fifteen of his twenty-six years.
42. Ibid.; Rea, “John Eliot, Second Governor of West Florida,” 263.
43. “New York, July 10,” Boston Chronicle, July 17-20, 1769. A classic
example of the confusion surrounding Eliot’s death is the story attributed to Sir Joshua Reynolds (Prior, Life of Edmund Malone,
407) of how “Captain Hamilton, half-brother of . . . Lord Eliot,” appointed governor of Newfoundland, became highly agitated by the
prospects of his office while sailing to America, and “when he came
near the shore, and saw the crowd of people ready to receive him,
and heard their huzzas, it entirely overcame him, and he retired to
his cabin and shot himself.” It was generally reported, as in the
Georgia Gazette, September 6, 1769, that Eliot died “very suddenly.”
44. Philipps to Admiralty, May 14, 1769: ADM 1/2301; Captain’s Log,
Tryal: ADM 51/980.
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FLORIDA MANUSCRIPT ACQUISITIONS
AND ACCESSIONS
The following paragraphs list recent manuscript acquisitions
and accessions as reported by Florida’s university, college, and
public libraries. Those interested in using particular collections
should correspond with the library or institution in question.
Robert Manning Strozier Library, Florida State University,
Tallahassee, has added the diaries and farm account records of
Ulysses B. Roach of Jefferson County, spanning the period 18831927, and a collection of passes and permits issued to blacks in
St. Augustine between 1831 and 1861. The Florida State Photographic Archives, also at the Strozier Library, acquired two important photographic collections. These are 25,000 negatives
taken by the Jacksonville firm of Gordon Spottswood and Son
between 1916 and 1967, and 15,000 negatives from the files of
Seldomridge Portrait Studio in Tampa, from the 1940s through
the 1970s.
P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida,
has acquired the letters and diaries of Davis Hall Bryant and
William A. Bryant, which contain information about the Civil
War in Florida, early Duval County, and plantation life. The
Library also added the papers of Albert Sidney Herlong, former
Lake County judge and congressman, which covers the years
1948-1969. Included among the purchases of the Library are
seven early maps of Florida, the 1900 United States census on
microfilm, the four-volume Catalog of the P. K. Yonge Library
of Florida History, the 1686 London edition of A Relation of
the Invasion and Conquests of Florida by the Spaniards, Under
the Command of Fernando De Soto, the Tampa Southern Advocate, September 1927-October 1928 on microfilm, and the
Bureau of Indian Affairs Seminole Indian census rolls for 1885
through 1940, also on microfilm.
Florida A & M University’s Black Floridian Archives has
acquired additional catalogues and other materials pertaining
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to the history of Florida A & M, as well as public and private
papers of the University’s presidents from 1888 to the present.
The papers, films, and tapes of Jake Gaither, long-time head
football coach, are also new items in the archives. Other significant collections added in the past year are the Floy Britt collection of Florida 4-H Clubs materials, and the James Eaton Collection, consisting of copies of papers and letters of the American
Missionary Association and race relations in Florida. All of these
are open to scholars by permission of the research staff.
The John C. Pace Library at the University of West Florida,
Pensacola, has recently purchased fifteen watercolors of Pensacola scenes and personalities by George Washington Sully, who
painted them during the 1830s, while employed in the construction of Fort McRae. Manuscript collections which the
Library has received include the papers of Dr. Roger D. Reid, a
retired biology professor; letters of Lucille Boyer, daughter of a
prominent Pensacola lumberman; the papers of Verlie Robinson
Thomas, teacher and librarian at Milton; the J. Edwin Holsberry
papers, which cover his career in the Florida legislature during
the 1930s; and the surviving papers of George J. Roark, Sr.,
Pensacola’s first city manager.
The Florida Collection at the University of South Florida,
Tampa, has received a holograph journal kept during the
Second Seminole War by Lt. Henry Prince. This journal, which
contains drawings of Florida scenes as well, is available for
scholarly use but may not be reproduced. The Florida Collection has also acquired the Cody Fowler Papers, with items on the
Tampa Bi-racial Committee during the 1960s, and documents
relating to the establishment of Progress Village, a low income
housing project in Tampa. A photograph collection primarily
of the Pinellas-Pasco region about 1895 and an album of 130
views of North Florida between 1870 and 1923 have been added
to the collection.
Otto G. Richter Library at the University of Miami has received a typescript copy of a chapter of the 1978 edition of
Marjory Stoneman Douglas’s The Everglades: River of Grass. The
typescript was a gift from the author.
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The Florida State Archives, located in the R. A. Gray Building at Tallahassee, has added many public records to its collections within the past year. The most significant include the
public records of the administration of Governor Reubin O’D.
Askew and the Secretary of State’s election records through 1978.
The Attorney General’s civil case files from 1916, the minutes
of the trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, 18551974, the minutes of the State Road Board, 1915-1969, the State
Welfare Board’s minutes, 1922-1965, and the Florida Bicentennial Commission records are among other collections recently
accessioned.
The Orange County Historical Museum in Orlando has acquired a collection of ninety-six documents, dating from 1886
to 1926, from the City of Orlando. The Museum also received
a copy of the translations of Spanish land claims in Florida made
by the Works Progress Administration, Orlando city directories,
and microfilms of the Winter Park Herald, January-July 1923
and 1925-1959.
The library of the Historical Association of Southern Florida,
Miami, has acquired the Jeanne Bellamy Bills Papers, relating
to water and flood control between 1947 and 1976. It also received thirty-three typescripts from the Miami branch of the
Florida Writers’ Project, 1936-1938.
The Saint Augustine Historical Society has received photocopies of eight letters written between 1821 and 1824 by Nathaniel Sherburne of Captain Bell’s company, stationed in St.
Augustine during the transfer of flags and the yellow fever epidemic. Another view of the epidemic of 1821 is given in the
recently-acquired photocopy and typescript of the “Report on
the Subject of the Epidemic Which Has Recently Prevailed in
St. Augustine E. Florida.” The Society has also purchased the
microfilm parish records of Trinity Episcopal Church.
The Pensacola Historical Society has received the letters of
C. A. Lusk, a Confederate soldier stationed at Warrington during
part of the war, to his sister Cornelia, and a manuscript by Mrs.
Katherine E. Carlin detailing her experiences during the 1926
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hurricane. The Society also acquired the Leora Sutton Collection, which contains research data on the Walton family of early
Pensacola and the reports of excavations made at their homesite.
The business ledger of the Vaughn Fruit Company, 1925-1929,
and a small collection of papers regarding the decommissioning
of the U.S.S. Pensacola in 1946 are other items which the Society
has acquired in the past year.
The Orlando Public Library has added to its collection the
1900 United States census, available on microfilm.
The Jacksonville Public Library’s Florida Collection has
added a letter from Hunt Davis to his sister, written in 1862,
and a sale notice of 1836 regarding Pensacola sites. The collection has also received a number of postcards and stereopticon
cards of the Jacksonville area which date from 1891 to 1940.
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The Merchant of Manchac: The Letterbooks of John Fitzpatrick, 1768-1790. Edited by Margaret Fisher Dalrymple.
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1978. xii,
451 pp. Preface, acknowledgments, introduction, maps,
appendices, bibliography, index. $30.00.)
The letterbooks of John Fitzpatrick are a gold mine of information on trade and trading activities in West Florida and
Louisiana in the closing decades of the eighteenth century. They
cover his career as a merchant in New Orleans (1768-1769) and
during the time that he lived in Manchac (1770-1790). The
letters are divided into four periods: Fitzpatrick’s residence in
New Orleans (1768-1769) and his brief stay in Mobile after
his expulsion from Spanish Louisiana; his early years at Manchac
as a relatively prosperous frontier merchant (1770-1775); the
first years of the American Revolution (1776-1778) and their
impact on British merchants living and operating along the
Mississippi River with special emphasis on James Willing’s raid
in 1778; and the war and post-war periods (1779-1790) when
West Florida’s population experienced many changes caused
by the Spanish conquest. Fitzpatrick sought to recoup his wartime losses during this latter period. There are two appendices:
the succession of John Fitzpatrick and a glossary of eighteenthcentury mercantile terms.
Manchac, a little outpost at the juncture of the Mississippi
River and Bayou Manchac, or the Iberville River, played an
important role in British plans for the defense of West Florida.
Unfortunately, British performance-in terms of both supplies
and men-never matched their plans. Manchac was the first
British post to fall to the Spaniards in 1779.
Fitzpatrick’s letters reveal a close tie between the merchants
of West Florida and Louisiana, particularly those living in New
Orleans, Pensacola, Mobile, Natchez, and Manchac. The letters
provide detailed information on trade patterns, merchandise,
prices, shipping, monetary conditions, merchant debts and
credits, and the problems of debt collection. There are relatively
[472]
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few letters after 1781, and these reveal little about merchant
activities in West Florida during this period of Spanish rule.
For example, there are no references to Panton, Leslie and
Company, although it was a well-established enterprise throughout the area by 1790.
Margaret Dalrymple’s able introduction surveys the history
of West Florida during the period covered by the correspondence.
Much of what is included in the introduction is not new to
specialists, but it is still the best overall historical account of
Manchac available. The author has identified many of those
whose names appear in the letterbooks, and this information
will prove invaluable to researchers. She is to be applauded
also for having taken so little editorial license in reproducing
the letters from the originals.
Unfortunately, the index is not complete. For example, Mayo
Gray (p. 394), Findley McGillivray (p. 397), Henry Alexanders
(p. 401), and other names mentioned in the letters are omitted.
Even when a name is indexed, one cannot be certain that it is
actually on the listed page. In a volume of this nature, such
omissions create problems for the harried and hurried researcher.
Nevertheless, the book will serve as a good reference work; all
southeastern colonialists will want a copy for their collections.
University of West Florida

WILLIAM S. COKER

Early Medical History of Pinellas Peninsula. A Quadricentennial Epoch.
By Frederick Eberson. (St. Petersburg:
Valkyrie Press, Inc., 1978. 190 pp. Acknowledgments, preface,
notes, appendices, index. $10.00.)
Dr. Eberson came to St. Petersburg as a retiree, but after a
busy life as a pathologist and public health physician, idleness
and the unchallenging pastimes of most retirees proved to be
not his cup of tea. With a background as medical historian in
Kentucky, he undertook to research the medical history of the
Pinellas peninsula. Delving into documents and interviewing
oldtimers he has developed a large body of heretofore unpublished historical material.
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Eberson begins with an analysis of disease among the preColumbian Indians as revealed by recent paleopathological
studies. After discussing the herbs used by the Indians of the
area at the time of the first Spanish contacts and since, he describes the medical problems encountered by the Pánfilo de
Narváez expedition which landed on the shores of the Pinellas
peninsula on May 1, 1528. Dr. Eberson recounts the delightful
yarn, much of it historically documented, of Odet Philippe, the
barber-surgeon, who claimed to have been physician to Napoleon
Bonaparte. He also describes the spas which were established at
the mineral springs of Tarpon Springs and Safety Harbor in the
late nineteenth century. Some of these continue in operation
today (1979). As the population of the peninsula increased
over the years more physicians moved in, some to continue their
active practice and others who had retired. A medical society
was founded in 1912.
With the valuable background of his years in public health
work, Dr. Eberson traces public health programs in Pinellas
County, including eradication of hookworm disease, mosquito
control, midwifery among the poor, and control of infectious
disease. The author details the development of Pinellas hospitals.
There are also biographical sketches of sixteen pioneer physicians
of the area. There are a number of interesting illustrations. The
only reasonable adverse criticism one might make is that the
index is not adequate for the material presented. Despite this,
the monograph is an important addition to the sparse literature
of the history of Florida medicine.
Miami, Florida

W ILLIAM M. S TRAIGHT

The South, a History. By I. A. Newby. (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1978. xvi, 559 pp. Preface, notes, index.
$14.95.)
The author of this up-to-date and perceptive history of the
South is a native Georgian. Since 1970 he has been professor of
history at the University of Hawaii. He is the author of several
other books about the South and the Negro.
The South covers the period 1607-1975, but the years prior
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to 1800 are treated in summary fashion (sixty-seven of the 508
pages of text). “The War for Southern Independence,” as the
author calls it, is portrayed in thirty pages; the causes of that
conflict are dealt with in twenty pages. Over half of the volume
is devoted to the post-Civil War South, and obviously it is
this period that is treated in greatest detail. Major emphasis
throughout the book is on social and economic aspects; politics
receives relatively little attention except in the chapters dealing
with the recent South.
Professor Newby takes cognizance of three geographical
Souths: the Confederate South, consisting of the eleven states
that seceded in 1861; the larger South, comprised of the fifteen
states where slavery existed in 1860; and the Census South
which includes Oklahoma and excludes Missouri. The region
treated in this book is mainly the Confederate South.
Professor Newby considers various influences contributing
to secession and war, but he regards slavery, or rather race, as
the basic cause of the conflict. He does not explicitly endorse
U. B. Phillips’s view that the central theme of southern history
is the persistent determination of whites to maintain their
dominance over blacks. Yet, in telling the story of the South’s
past, he attributes such great and continuing importance to
race that it leaves the impression that he, like Phillips, also
considers efforts to perpetuate white supremacy as the central
theme of the region’s history.
During the three decades following the adoption of the
Constitution in 1789, Newby notes that the South’s orientation
was national rather than sectional. In the period since 1940,
the region has again become “the American South,” thus completing a circle. Newby presents opposing views concerning the
South’s ability to retain its regional distinctiveness at a time
when vast changes are taking place. His own view is divulged
at the end of the book. After quoting a remark attributed to a
member of the Ku Klux Klan, “The South isn’t going to be any
more; we’re going the way of the rest of the country,” Newby
adds, “Reluctantly one must agree.”
The South is outstanding in its organization, its style, its
comprehensiveness, and the reasonableness of its judgments.
Newby makes excellent use of recent writings about the region.
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The chapters on the culture of the New South are especially
good. The author evidences abundant knowledge of all aspects
of southern history. He treats his native region compassionately,
but by no means uncritically. He portrays such heroes as Robert
E. Lee sympathetically, but he does not hesitate to point up
their shortcomings. He is likewise reasonable in his evaluation
of such controversial characters as Theodore Bilbo (whom he
characterizes as “one of the most repelling men ever to hold
high office in the South”), Huey Long, James K. Vardaman,
and Booker T. Washington, and he gives credit for positive
accomplishments to the many hither-to maligned carpetbaggers
and scalawags.
Professor Newby devotes considerably less attention to cities
than to rural areas. In his vivid depiction of poverty, he makes
no mention of the miseries experienced by ghetto dwellers in
urban centers. He tells of Martin Luther King’s civil rights
activities, but he does not mention King’s death. No reference
is made to the killing of four black girls in the Birmingham
church bombing, the assassination of Medgar Evers, or the
slaying of three civil rights workers in Nashoba County,
Mississippi. These and other omissions were doubtless due to
limitations of space.
The South is designed primarily as a textbook, but general
readers will find it enjoyable, informative, and well-balanced.
Emory University

BELL I. W ILEY

Andrew Jackson and the Course of American Empire, 17671821. By Robert V. Remini. (New York: Harper & Row,
1977. xix, 502 pp. Preface, chronology, genealogies, illustrations, maps, notes, index. $15.00.)
The early history of Florida figures prominently in Robert
V. Remini’s Andrew Jackson and the Course of American Empire, 1767-1821. As commander of the American forces in the
Old Southwest in 1814, Old Hickory seized Spanish Pensacola
despite the lack of authorization from the Madison administration. In 1818 he conducted an expedition to punish the Semi-
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noles that led to diplomatic problems with Spain and Great
Britain, a serious cabinet discussion over a possible censure of
the Old Hero, a congressional debate on the same subject, and an
on-again-off-again dispute between President James Monroe and
Jackson over whether the general’s actions in Florida had been
sanctioned by the administration. Finally, he served briefly-and
again controversially-as the first territorial governor of Florida
in 1821.
Remini considers Jackson’s decision to take Pensacola during
the War of 1812 “a strategically sound move,” since it forced
the British to launch their invasion from the Gulf near New
Orleans, “the worst possible site” for such a military action
(p. 243). He believes that the Monroe administration and
Jackson should share equal responsibility for his actions in
Florida in 1818 - “one being just about as guilty as the other”
(p. 470, note 30). And he argues that, “On balance, Jackson’s
tenure as Governor was more successful than either his contemporaries or historians allowed” (p. 422).
Writing in a lively style, Remini acknowledges Jackson’s
many shortcomings but nevertheless treats him sympathetically.
Lacking “the clinical training and knowledge essential to such
an undertaking,” he wisely avoids any effort to interpret the
fragmentary (and sometimes questionable) evidence that we have
concerning Jackson’s childhood and adolescence in the light of
modern (and sometimes equally questionable) psychoanalytical
theory (p. 428, note 13).
The most controversial aspect of Remini’s book is the overall
thesis that is constantly reiterated in one form or another:
“Andrew Jackson, more than any other man of the nineteenth
century . . . determined the course of American expansion” (p.
xii). Like the colorful subject about whom he writes, Remini
cares little for understatement as a mode of literary expression.
While he convincingly demonstrates the importance of Jackson’s
role as an agent of American expansion in bringing about the
removal of the southern Indians, the ouster of British influence
in the Gulf region, and the end to Spanish rule in Florida,
this reviewer finds less valid such a sweeping statement as “In
terms of acquisition, it is not too farfetched to say that the
physical shape of the United States today looks pretty much like
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it does largely because of the intentions and efforts of Andrew
Jackson” (p. 398).
Remini originally planned to complete the story of Jackson’s
life in two volumes, but in view of the fact that over sixty per
cent of this volume deals with the ten-year period prior to
1821, surely he must now envision at least a three-volume work
to cover the remaining twenty-four years of Jackson’s life, during
which time his presence loomed even larger in the nation’s
political history. If the subsequent volumes maintain the high
quality of the first, we will then have a new standard biography
of the seventh president-a worthy successor to the works of
James Parton, John Spencer Bassett, and Marquis James. The
later volumes will also doubtless stir controversy, for Remini
tells us that he considers Arthur M. Schlesinger’s Age of Jackson
“an important and valid interpretation of the pre-Civil War
period” (p. xii), and he maintains that Jackson as governor of
Florida “articulated the fundamental doctrine of Jacksonian
Democracy: the obligation of the government to grant no
privilege that aids one class over another, to act as honest
broker between classes, and to protect the weak and defenseless
against the abuses of the rich and powerful” (p. 414). Before
he finishes, we can thus expect Remini to represent Jackson’s
contributions to the political developments of his day to be
equally as significant as his deeds in the promotion of American
expansion.
University of Houston

E DWIN A. M ILES

Deep Like the Rivers: Education in the Slave Quarter Community, 1831-1865. By Thomas L. Webber. (New York:
W. W. Norton & Company, 1978. xiii, 339 pp. Preface, notes,
appendix, acknowledgments, index. $14.95.)
This intriguing book is the latest in a growing list of works
that focus on the antebellum slave community and culture. Like
other recent historians, Thomas L. Webber uses black autobiographies and interviews to present a slave life very different
from that depicted by both antebellum whites and most subse-
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quent historians. Working with an appropriately broad definition of “education“ - “the knowledge, attitudes, values, skills and
sensibilities which an individual, or a group, consciously or unconsciously, has internalized” (p. xi) - he argues that plantation
slaves did not “learn” what whites “taught” them. Planters
taught their slaves to believe in black inferiority and subservience, white benevolence and omnipotence. In the privacy
of the slave quarters, however, blacks developed and passed on
“their own separate system of values and ways of understanding
and dealing with the world” (p. 153). Webber delineates nine
basic “themes” that he believes encompass the essence of slave
quarters culture: communality, antipathy toward whites, a “true”
Christianity, black superiority, fear of white power, the importance of the black family, belief in spirits, desire to read and
write, and a passion for freedom.
There is much of value in Webber’s volume. His basic thesis,
that life in the quarters was very different from what whites
wanted or believed it to be, is convincing, although no longer
novel. What is innovative is the author’s clear presentation of
his subject. There is an attractive symmetry in Webber’s organization of his material: first he describes what whites thought
they were teaching blacks, then he shows what blacks in fact
learned-on their own-and finally he examines what he terms
the “educational instruments” of this learning, ranging from
slave family and folklore to the black religious congregation.
Throughout, he displays an impressive familiarity with the
black sources, and offers a sensitive portrayal of what it was
like to grow up a slave on a large plantation.
Nevertheless, this book is not without problems, the most
important of which have bedeviled much of the recent work on
slave culture. Most obvious is the author’s selectivity in his use
of sources. He often quotes from slave narratives to support
particular generalizations, but usually ignores portions of the
narratives that might put those generalizations in doubt. One
example must suffice. In stressing the slaves’ communal regard
for each other, Webber notes that “[t]he narratives are full of
blacks who when ordered to whip another slave refuse to do so
or maneuver so that both executioner and accused can avoid
punishment” (p. 64). Such accounts certainly exist. But so do
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those in which slaves manage to have other slaves punished in
their place. One can find in the narratives quotations to support
just about any proposition one might wish to make; such quotations are less useful as “proof” than as illustrations or examples
of generalizations supported by other kinds of information as
well. Because Webber cites only those narratives that support
his overall thesis, his model of slave life is too sweeping, simple,
and unambiguous. Thus, his assertion that “most blacks of the
quarters displayed little desire to be like whites or to adopt
white standards and white ways” (p. 71) obscures both the
differences among blacks and the ambivalence present in the
responses of most individual slaves. Slave sources contain
abundant evidence that blacks felt anger and hatred toward
whites, but they also reveal feelings of envy and respect, and
sometimes even affection.
Perhaps the most serious consequence of failing to recognize the complexity of the slaves’ mentality is that we are in
danger of replacing one myth with another. Historians such as
Webber have successfully dispelled the notion that slavery left
blacks so psychologically scarred that they were unable to
develop any meaningful culture of their own. It does not follow,
however, that slavery left no psychological scars on blacks at all.
Webber’s slaves are so strong, compassionate, and helpful that
it is hard to see them as real human beings, let alone as slaves.
One wonders, after reading his account of their loving families,
whether plantation slaves were never mean to one another,
whether jealousy, cruelty, and child abuse were totally unknown
to them. Webber concludes that “to understand the nature of
education in the slave quarter community is to come to grips
with the paradox of the ‘free slave.’ . . . While still legally
slaves, the black men, women, and children of the quarter
community successfully protected their psychological freedom
and celebrated their human dignity” (pp. 261-62). One wonders
whether growing up in the slave quarters was quite such a
beautiful experience as Webber implies.
University of New Mexico
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Politics and Power in a Slave Society: Alabama, 1800-1860. By
J. Mills Thornton III. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1978. xxiv, 492 pp. Preface, acknowledgments,
maps, notes, appendices, bibliographical note, index. $22.50.)
During the last two decades historians have displayed renewed interest in the causes of secession from the Union by the
states of the lower South. Ralph A. Wooster inaugurated the
revisionist trend in 1962 by publishing Secession Conventions
of the South. Four years later, William W. Freehling won the
Bancroft and Nevins prizes for his Prelude to Civil War: The
Nullification Controversy in South Carolina, 1816-1836. Then, in
1970, Steven Channing brought out Crisis of Fear: Secession in
South Carolina. Finally, in 1972, William L. Barney’s Road to
Secession came off the press, followed in 1974 by his Secessionist
Impulse: Alabama and Mississippi in 1860.
J. Mills Thornton’s Politics and Power in a Slave Society:
Alabama, 1800-1860 is a distinguished addition to the list of
revisionist studies. Aside from its other merits, Professor
Thornton’s monograph is important because it closes a historical gap of long standing in the historiography of the
Old South. Although several historians of the current generation have worked in the postwar period of Alabama historynotably, Allen Johnston Going who wrote Bourbon Democracy
in Alabama, 1874-1890 (1951); William Warren Rogers who
published The One-Galussed Rebellion: Agrarianism in Alabama, 1865-1896 (1970); and Sheldon Hackney, Populism to
Progressivism in Alabama (1969)-the political history of antebellum Alabama had been neglected since Clarence P. Denman
produced his Secession Movement in Alabama (1933).
Professor Thornton is by no means a conventional state
historian. Rather than employing the usual chronological approach, he has divided his study into two lengthy interpretive
essays. In the first he analyzed the structure of the state government and explored the viewpoints of the many factions which
in shifting combinations composed the political parties. In the
second and longer essay, Dr. Thornton minutely dissected the
numerous political factions involved in the crises of 1850 and
1860.
In his first essay, Thornton concluded that secession by

Published by STARS, 1978

87

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 57 [1978], No. 4, Art. 1
482

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

Alabama resulted from an excess of democracy. He found that
almost from the beginning small farmers dominated the Alabama electorate. Under the constitution of 1819 virtually all
adult white males could vote and hold office, and most state
and county offices were filled by popular election. As a result,
government always was peculiarly responsive to public opinion
during the antebellum period, and successful politicians were
diviners and not moulders of public opinion. Under such conditions statesmanship was not apt to flourish, and Professor
Thornton found it sadly lacking in antebellum Alabama.
At the roots of Alabama politics Thornton detected a universal concern for individual freedom and political equality.
Jacksonians even before Jackson, most white Alabamans considered that the supreme purpose of state government was to
prevent infringement upon the autonomy of individuals by concentrations of either economic or political power. During the
early 1840s the majority of farmer voters considered banks to be
the greatest threat to their liberty and equality. Later, they
came to see abolitionists as the most dangerous enemies, for
they had come to regard slavery as indispensable for promoting
white liberty and equality.
In his second essay, Professor Thornton explained why secessionists gained victory in 1860 after being checked in 1850-1851.
In part, the change in the political scene resulted from rapid
industrialization, and in part from growing fear of the northern
anti-slavery forces. Professor Thornton believes that secessionists
were able to gain control of the Democratic party because they,
out of all the political factions, best articulated popular alarm,
but he does not credit them with being the prime movers in
the break-up of the Union. The white majority, he believes,
made that political decision.
Dr. Thornton has given added new significance to the study
of state history by demonstrating that local state forces could
materially influence the outcome of national elections. He also
has revealed that prewar Alabama politics were far more complex
than historians had heretofore realized. Unfortunately, this
valuable monograph will likely interest specialists only, as nonprofessional readers of history will find his discussions difficult
to follow.
J OHN H EBRON M OORE
Florida State University
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Liberty and Union: The Crisis of Popular Government, 18301890. By David Herbert Donald. (Boston: Little, Brown
and Company; 1978. x, 318 pp. Preface, illustrations, maps,
bibliographic essay, index. $12.50.)
A Pulitzer prize winner and former president of the Southern
Historical Association, David Herbert Donald is unquestionably
among America’s preeminent living historians. That he is also
one of the most fluent writers in the profession is again demonstrated in this newest of his many books. Clarity of thought and
conciseness of expression are the two great virtues of Liberty
and Union, which offers a survey of American history from the
1830s to 1890-the years of sectional crisis, civil war, reconstruction, and reconciliation. Most of this book (all except the
first three chapters) was published in 1977 as part four of a
survey textbook in American history, The Great Republic. Now,
Donald has added three chapters on the 1830-1860 years to
present an entire span that he believes constitutes an identifiable
period.
Yet Liberty and Union is not just another “period” survey.
For one thing, the years that Donald examines are not usually
thought of as a period unto itself; historians customarily divide
the 1830s-1890s into several epochs, which, in Donald’s words,
“has led some historians to lose sight of the central issues of the
whole era.” Also, Liberty and Union comes to grips with the
key problem that plagues all representative governments-the
question of maintaining majority rule while protecting minority
rights. Donald does not pretend that America by 1890 had really
solved this perpetual dilemma; he points out, in a brief closing
statement, that racial and other minorities were still far from
enjoying equal rights within the nation. He does, however,
emphasize his belief that the overriding conflict between
national authority and regional or local rights-which had led
to the great fratricidal war of the 1860s-was essentially reconciled by 1890.
In the preface, Donald forthrightly declares his preconceptions. “I am an unabashed American nationalist,” he writes,
“[who is] proud of my country.” As a nationalist, Donald adds
that he is “not much impressed by the importance of sectional,
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ethnic, or racial and religious differences in the United States.”
Donald tells the reader that he is a conservative, and “as a conservative I have little faith in legislated solutions or constitutional mechanisms to solve a nation’s problems.” Few American
historians are conservatives, and fewer still so explicitly identify
themselves. It is a shame that more historians, of whatever
ideology, do not follow Donald’s example in forewarning readers of their personal viewpoint.
One can admire David Donald and respect him as a historian
without subscribing to his preconceptions. Liberty and Union’s
emphasis upon compromise and reconciliation leads the author,
in this reviewer’s opinion, to underestimate the importance of
conflict in American history. It would be misleading to categorize Donald as a “consensus historian”; he is, after all, clearly
aware that longstanding class and racial conflicts do exist in
America. Yet in this book he has virtually ignored the intense
labor struggles of the late nineteenth century, not to mention
the agrarian revolt of that era. He does briefly discuss the
Greenbacker and Granger movements of the late ‘70s, but there
is not one word about the Farmers Alliance of the 1880s. Moreover, Donald’s treatment of the currency controversy during
the Gilded Age stresses the compromise between large and
small business interests, and ignores the large body of remaining complainants. Certainly the Resumption Act of 1875 was
not, in the eyes of millions of debtor farmers, the “brilliant
compromise” that Donald describes.
Georgia College

WILLIAM I. H AIR

Searching For the Invisible Man: Slaves and Plantation Life in
Jamaica. By Michael Craton. (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1978. xxiii, 439 pp. Preface, prologue, notes,
illustrations, maps, appendixes. $32.50.)
Michael Craton’s Searching for the Invisible Man: Slaves
and Plantation Life in Jamaica is the most recent addition to
the growing literature on British West Indian slavery. Utilizing
the vast array of extant data for Jamaica’s Worthy Park Plantation from 1783 onwards, the author pursues an unrelenting and
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fascinating search for “the Invisible Man,” the sugar plantation
slave. The result is a book which increases further our understanding of the Afro-Caribbean past.
The book consists of three parts. Part one, devoted to Worthy
Parks slave population, deals with demographic patterns, slave
occupations, and matters affecting birth, life, and death. The
author advances speculative yet tantalizing explanations for the
relatively low fertility rate and alarmingly high death rate
among slaves. We share his disappointment at being unable
to unearth cause-of-death data for the exceptionally high
mortality periods of the 1790s and 1830.
At Worthy Park, women performed most of the laborious
and monotonous plantation tasks, while men were utilized to
fill a number of elite jobs requiring a certain degree of skill or
trust. Because most of these elite jobs were held by creoles,
social tension increased in the 1820s when the largely creolized
slave population as a whole found relatively diminishing opportunities for social and economic advancement within the
plantation hierarchy. As was the norm in societies where a rank
order of color existed, colored slaves occupied prestigious positions more frequently than black slaves, and if the facility with
which slaves adopted English rather than African names is used
as an index of socialization or creolization, this movement obviously quickened during the final decades of slavery.
Part two presents selected biographies of Bunga-Men
(Africans), conformists, specialists, accommodators, resisters, and
Backra (plantation whites). Because individuals are often
“hidden more effectively by statistics than by absolute lack of
knowledge,” these biographies “render the slaves and whites
more visible.” They clearly demonstrate the tremendous diversity within the slave community and make more difficult the
possibility of ever identifying an “average slave.” In addition,
the biographies shed new light on the nature of kin relationships among Worthy Park slaves.
The “Sons of Slavery” form the subjects of inquiry in part
three. Craton asserts that the transition from slave to free labor
did not result in any wholesale change in either the composition
and job distribution of the work force or the relationship
between erstwhile slaves and masters. Worthy Park’s domina-
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tion of the entire Lluidas Vale area, the lack of viable employment alternatives for the mass of the descendants of slavery,
and the continuation even into the twentieth century of the
basic forms of eighteenth-century black-white interpersonal relations, are all manifestations of the plantation system. Any program to improve significantly the conditions of the ordinary
black countryman must therefore contrive to change the legacies
of the plantation era.
Despite the ambitious title, this book is more properly an
examination of slavery at Worthy Park rather than in Jamaica
as a whole. Craton’s own admission of the uniqueness of Worthy
Park, particularly its relative seclusion, should suggest that its
experiences would be different from elsewhere. Thus, the inbreeding apparently present there and not discovered by Herbert
Gutman among South Carolina’s Good Hope Plantation slaves
might have been absent on other Jamaican plantations. This, as
well as the apparent haphazard naming practices, are sufficiently
crucial discrepancies to warrant further investigation.
The above notwithstanding, Searching for the Invisible Man
is indeed a well-researched and well-written book. Craton’s
scholarship is impressive, and his work certainly ranks as one of
the most significant published over the past decade on West
Indian slavery. Not everyone, however, may endorse the conclusions and commentary on present-day Jamaican society and
economy which Craton had the courage and conviction to make.
University of South Carolina

E DWARD L. C OX

The Roots of Black Poverty: The Southern Plantation Economy
After the Civil War. By Jay R. Mandle. (Durham, North
Carolina: Duke University Press, 1978. xvi, 144 pp. Preface,
foreward, appendix, notes, selected bibliography, index.
$8.75.)
Jay Mandle has given us a volume of argumentation, sweeping generalization, and cautious prognosis. His overarching
thesis is that contemporary black poverty is the result of the
survival of the plantation economy in the post-emancipation
South. In support of this contention he does not find it necessary
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to probe afresh the development or the realities of “tenant
plantations.” His approach in the one brief chapter which he
devotes to the subject is static and monolithic, obscuring patterns
in the black belt that varied by region and period and ignoring
evidence of the disintegration of plantation discipline in the
immediate post-Civil War decades. His factual material is drawn
from a pioneering study published by the Bureau of the Census
in 1916, and a handful of subsequent accounts, all published by
1951. A number of his general statements about the plantation
are too broadly or carelessly framed to be credible. Thus he
states that in plantation counties “sharecropping was the principal means by which estates obtained their labor force” although
the chart which he reproduces shows that this was not the case
in nine out of ten plantation areas (pp. 46, 50). Scholars
familiar with the work of Genovese and that of Ransom and
Sutch will be surprised to read that the planter was the sole
source of tenant credit and that the religion of black workers
was under planter control.
Mandle has been trapped by the model of plantation
economy which he has constructed from his study of Caribbean
plantation societies and which he presents in his first chapter. The
model requires a close supervision of labor by management extending to worker behavior not normally under employer
control. Mandle finds evidence to exemplify the model. Also
essential to the model are “mobilizing mechanisms” other than
the free labor market to deliver large numbers of low-wage
unskilled workers unable to choose where and for whom they
would work. He accepts as fact the mobility and market response
of black workers as they moved from one tenancy to another at
the end of a crop year. The requirements of his model are nonetheless met. There was a lack of opportunity except for plantation employment. Land was difficult to acquire, the advance
of industrialization in the South was too slow to provide many
jobs, and European immigrants were able to meet northern
industry’s need for labor. That these factors held black workers
to the land as tenants and croppers is indisputable, but that
they can properly be labelled coercive mechanisms outside the
marketplace is less obvious. For the non-Marxist historian the
label is immaterial but not for Mandel, an economist and
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Marxist, who insists that the plantation economy is a distinctive
mode of production not feudal or capitalist or a combination
of both. In one early chapter he struggles to fit Genovese’s concept of paternalism into the model, and in another he argues
that the lag in cotton mechanization supports a Marxian theory
of economic growth. Neither chapter advances his main argument.
By making central to his analysis a plantation model, which
by definition afforded blacks an income less than the lowest
wage available to non-plantation workers, Mandle has bypassed
tough questions which confront the historian who seeks the
sources of black poverty: what weight should be given to the
legacy of slavery, to the constraints of racism, to the success of
white Southerners in depriving blacks of their fair share of
political power? Could landownership in the old plantation
black belt have provided the mass of black farmers with more
than a marginal income? How account for the failure to realize
the high hopes of the 1880s for the South’s rapid industrialization?
Having established to his satisfaction, if not to this reviewer’s, the continuity of the plantation system from slavery
to freedom, in the second half of the book, Mandle presents a
brief analysis of black migration from the land, the breakdown
of the plantation economy, the changing occupational status
of blacks, and prospects for the future. He also includes a chapter
on “strategies of change” in which he faults the strategy of
Booker T. Washington as acceptance of “plantation hegemony,”
and he treats with deference those of Du Bois, Garvey, and the
Communist Party during the late 1920s and early 1930s as repudiation.
In assessing what lies ahead, Mandle recognizes that
American industrial capitalism, in contrast to the old rural
South, offers opportunities for black advancement. He sees fulfillment as dependent upon the economy’s ability to sustain a
rate of growth sufficient both to insure low levels of unemployment and to provide the public funds needed for educational
facilities able to equip blacks for upward mobility. Should the
American economy fail to meet this “basic problematic” he
foresees “a biracial political movement in search of jobs and

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol57/iss4/1

94

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 57, Number 4
B OOK R EVIEWS

489

income” provided both blacks and whites can overcome their
“negative historical legacies”-for whites, racism; for blacks, “the
consciousness of the long history of shared exploitation” (p. 122).
New York City, New York

L A W ANDA C OX

John Collier’s Crusade for Indian Reform, 1920-1954. By
Kenneth R. Philp. (Tucson: The University of Arizona Press,
1977. xvi, 304 pp. Foreword, preface, illustrations, notes,
bibliographical essay, abbreviations, index. $12.50; $6.50
paper.)
Students of twentieth-century America and of American
Indian history have eagerly anticipated the publication of
Kenneth R. Philp’s study of John Collier. Now that it has
appeared, they have no reason to be disappointed. John Collier,
a native of Atlanta, Georgia, and a product of turn-of-the-century
reform movements, did as much or more than anyone to shape
the course of Indian affairs in the United States between 1920
and 1954. A trained sociologist who came to believe that cooperation and reciprocity were more basic to human life than
individualism and competition, he began his career as a social
worker in 1907 in New York City. During these early years
his passion was to create a sense of community among the immigrant masses so that they could better cope with the social
upheavals caused by the Industrial Revolution. This experience
with minority groups prepared him for his later struggle to
assist the American Indians.
Collier’s interest in the status of Native Americans dated
from a visit he made to Taos Pueblo in the winter of 1920.
Among those peoples he discovered the strong sense of brotherhood that he found so lacking in modern American life. If
preserved and imitated by white society, he believed, the group
orientation of the Pueblos afforded an ideal antidote to the
evils of industrialization. For this reason Collier interested himself in the so-called Bursam bill, a measure that would have
deprived the Pueblos of much of their landed heritage. Forming the American Indian Defense Association in 1923 with head-
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quarters in New York City, he successfully led the fight before
Congress to defeat the measure. Later he campaigned to prevent
the Bureau of Indian Affairs from suppressing Indian religious
ceremonies, to slow the assimilation process, and to preserve
the mineral rights of reservation Indians.
Collier’s abiding interest during the 1920s in the reform of
government policy affecting Native Americans made him a
strong candidate for Commissioner of Indian Affairs upon
Franklin Roosevelt’s election as president. That position was
offered to him in due course, and his acceptance of it signaled
the beginning of the Indian New Deal. Designed to preserve
the cultural integrity of Indian peoples, the heart of Collier’s
program was the Indian Reorganization Act. As initially proposed this measure would have renewed Indian political and
social structures, ended land allotment and restored tribal
ownership of surplus lands, and established a federal court of
Indian affairs. The legislation encountered considerable resistance in Congress and within the Indian community, and
thus the IRA as finally approved bore little resemblance to the
measure first introduced. Nevertheless, the act did result in a
partial restoration of tribal sovereignty and a renewed appreciation of things Indian-no mean accomplishments in light of
traditional government policy.
All of this-and much, much more-is recounted by Philp in
his remarkable study of John Collier’s crusade for Indian reform. Indeed, the volume even follows and assesses Collier’s
career after he left the Indian office in 1945 until his death at
Taos in 1968. The author is judicious in his judgments, seeing
the reformer as neither a god nor a devil. The accounts of
Collier’s leadership of the American Indian Defense Association
during the 1920s, of his use of social scientists in shaping government policy, and of Indian resistance to cultural pluralism
constitute original scholarship. In sum, Philp has produced an
important book, one that must be read by government policy
makers and by serious students of American Indian and
twentieth-century United States history. It is the kind of book
that most historians aspire to write but seldom do.
Oklahoma State University
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Such As Us: Southern Voices of the Thirties. Edited by Tom
E. Terrill and Jerrold Hirsch. (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1978. xxvi, 303 pp. Acknowledgments,
introduction, notes, illustrations, appendices, bibliographical
essay, index, credits for photographs. $14.95.)
One of the most ambitious attempts to provide a voice for
the South’s poor was the Federal Writers’ Project of the 1930s.
Under the regional direction of W. T. Couch, more than 1,000
interviews were conducted. One volume, containing thirty-five
interviews, was published under the title These Are Our Lives
in 1939. This new volume contains an additional thirty life
histories of small farmers, tenants, coal miners, textile mill
workers, mule traders, and even a chimney sweep.
For purists among historians, this volume will raise the same
questions directed earlier against the entire project. Since no
tape recorders were used for these particular interviews, we
are reading the narrative reconstruction made from the memory
and notes of the interviewers. These are not verbatim accounts,
and their accuracy may be challenged. Furthermore, the interviewers were all white and most were middle class, creating
doubts as to whether some of the interviewees were candid in
their responses. Several blacks seem to be providing responses
that they believed a white expected to hear. Also, some place
names in the book are accurate, while others are fictionalized
(Catalan County, Alabama, p. 103). Unfortunately, none of the
thirty interviews reproduced here were made in Florida, although sixteen of them were from North Carolina.
Even with these reservations, the volume is yet another
small effort to reconstruct the past of the South’s poor, and is
welcome because it vigorously avoids so many stereotypes. The
interviews reveal problems long associated with poor whites and
blacks-unstable families, alcoholism, superstition, racism, irresponsibility. In that sense they confirm some of the negative
opinions about the poor.
The most obvious contribution the interviews make, however, is to depict the dignity and resourcefulness of these people.
Running like a thread through all but a handful of the interviews is the importance of religion to the poor. It provided them
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with a sense of worth in an otherwise meaningless existence. It
explained why things happened and gave them the will to
endure. Although a more sophisticated and secular generation
will read these interviews and argue that religion caused such
people to be satisfied with their wretched fate, there is little
evidence that they were satisfied at all. But what could they
do? In the face of an overwhelming fate and a hostile world,
their religion convinced them of the justice of their lives and
their ultimate vindication against the holders of wealth and
power, if not in this world, then in the next. The book is
peopled by resourceful, multi-talented folk who did their own
building, repairing, and handicrafts because they had to; they
shame the modern reader who has trouble assembling a child’s
toy at Christmas or changing a light switch. Despite their condition, and contrary to the opinion of many modern liberals who
will deny that any good could coexist with poverty, many of
them seemed to have lived relatively happy, worthwhile lives.
And to the outraged conservative who complains that anyone
can rise above his circumstances, one should present him a copy
of this book.
Auburn University

W AYNE F L Y N T

A New Deal for Blacks: The Emergence of Civil Rights as a
National Issue. Volume 1: The Depression Years. By Harvard
Sitkoff. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1978. xiii, 397
pp. Preface, conclusion, notes, index. $14.95.)
In this very significant book, Sitkoff’s thesis is that the
foundations for the post-World War II militancy that projected
civil rights into a major national issue were laid during the 1930s
Depression decade: “the New Deal years are a turning point in
race relations trends. They constitute a watershed of developments” which must set apart that decade from all that had gone
on earlier (p. ix). Moreover, this volume is all the more interesting because Sitkoff reveals that at the beginning of his
research, all that he could see prior to the 1960s was one long
strand of continuity, and thus he had denigrated the achievements of those in the preceding generation who had struggled
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against American racism. However, he was forced to modify this
assessment as evidence kept piling up of the “variety of fundamental changes in the status of race relations [that] occurred in
the 1930’s . . .” (p. ix).
At the decade’s start, the movement for racial equality was
pitifully weak, seemingly hopeless, and terribly isolated. By the
end of the 1930s the black struggle had acquired new confidence
and militancy, had attracted influential white allies, and had
experienced a revolution in expectations which would propel it
toward still greater militancy and determination. Several factors
contributed to this transformation. First of all, blacks had
profited from the climate of liberalism, humanitarianism, and
radicalism which had been generated in the wake of the most
serious depression in our history. In the New Deal’s concern for
the “forgotten man,” blacks were included in the massive governmental welfare programs, but more significantly, liberals like
Eleanor Roosevelt and Harold Ickes became important partisans
of the cause of racial justice, exerting influence on FDR and
many federal officials. Moreover, during Roosevelt’s first two
terms, scores of race relations advisors were appointed who
helped protect black interests, and the number of black federal
employees tripled, including thousands of clerical and professional workers. By Roosevelt’s second term, grateful black communities overwhelmingly voted for him, giving prominent New
Dealers a political as well as a humanitarian reason to aid the
black struggle for equality.
In Sitkoff's view, the liberal-black alliance received an
enormous boost from the Left, especially the Communist Party.
Indeed, no other white-run organization did more than the
Communist Party, by building new civil rights groups like the
National Negro Congress, by pushing the NAACP into greater
militance, by underwriting journals that denounced racist thinking and actions, by helping the poor organize in interracial
hunger marches, rent strikes, and picket lines, and by projecting
through the “Popular Front” the message of race equality and
interracialism among various church, labor, peace, and student
groups.
And among the most enthusiastic organizers in the new industrial unions were Leftists who vigorously urged the CIO to
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adopt and maintain egalitarian policies, Sitkoff points out
that such advice made sense to the CIO’s pragmatic leaders who
were already deciding that blacks were necessary to the organization’s success, and that it therefore made good sense to hire black
organizers as well as to attack racial discrimination. These labor
leaders added strength to the black struggle, as did university
biologists and behavioral scientists whose research studies rejecting innate black inferiority furnished ammunition for the cause.
And incalculable assistance came from the Supreme Court, which
in overturning previous racist decisions immeasurably legitimized
the struggle against second-class citizenship. Among the substantive legal victories blacks won were protection from exclusion in
the jury system, the right to picket against job discrimination,
the elimination of racial salary differentials of public school
teachers, and numerous other decisions in housing, education,
and employment.
The battle for justice in the courts was largely conducted by
the NAACP, which more than doubled its membership since
the start of the Depression and became considerably more effective. Similarly other race advancement organizations like the
National Urban League became more vigorous and confident, and
demonstrated in a number of cities a new militance by backing
“Don’t Buy Where You Can’t Work” groups and other local
protest movements.
Sitkoff, in stressing change over continuity during the 1930s,
does not mean to suggest that racism was not pervasive in the
country, or that FDR’s programs did not help perpetuate segregation and discrimination. Indeed, FDR comes off as a leader everfearful of antagonizing the white South and its powerful
representatives in Congress who controlled over half the committee chairmanships. Time and again he only reluctantly
allowed himself to be pushed to protect Negro rights. Sitkoff’s
basic point is that during the Depression, the black protest
movement, acquiring a new sense of hopefulness, confidence, and
aggressiveness, sowed the seeds for a racial revolution that would
ultimately force civil rights into a priority position.
Yet in the author’s enthusiasm to depict the Depression
decade as a watershed, he sometimes claims too much. Thus,
he erroneously assumes that Ickes’s job quota system for blacks
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subsequently became institutionalized in other government
agencies. Sitkoff also suggests without evidence that it was the
Communist organizations which became the “conduit” through
which ideas of racial equality reached whites in labor, student,
peace, and church groups. And he underestimates the degree to
which the CIO departed from its professed claims of interracialism and racial equality. For example, while it is true that
the United Automobile Workers was one of the most egalitarian
unions, blacks were not only under-represented as union organizers and virtually excluded from skilled jobs in the industry, but
they were almost completely barred from semi-skilled work in
most departments of the auto plants. Moreover, while Sitkoff
correctly notes that the UAW International adopted a nondiscrimination policy concerning social events conducted by
the locals, the fact was that this policy lacked enforcement
mechanisms. Finally, several of Sitkoff’s allusions to the NAACP
are distorted and inaccurate. For example, he seems to think
that until the 1930s the Association operated like a “disjointed”
legal aid society, rather than an organization largely led by
highly-skilled lawyers who painstakingly guided numerous cases
raising important issues of far-reaching constitutional significance.
Undoubtedly such problems as these were inevitable because, as Sitkoff states, he has written “more an overview of a
dozen diverse transformations than an in-depth analysis of any
single one” (p. ix). Thus, while he has been in various manuscript and archival collections, he did not systematically examine
many of them. Nonetheless, despite this limitation, A New Deal
for Blacks is a must for students of black history and American
history as well.
Kent State University

E LLIOTT R UDWICK

The Afro-American Woman: Struggles and Images. Edited by
Sharon Harley and Rosalyn Terborg-Penn. (Port Washington, New York: Kennikat Press, 1978. xiii, 137 pp. Foreword, preface, acknowledgments, notes, index. $12.95.)
One of the significant developments in American historiogra-
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phy in this generation has been research and writing on AfroAmerican history and on the history of racism and race relations. This has enriched our knowledge and given us new perspectives about our past. But most of this writing, like all traditional history, has been primarily from a male perspective and
has centered on men’s experiences and attitudes. With the rise of
the current feminist movement there have begun efforts to discover and preserve materials about black women, and a substantial amount of research on the history of black women is in
progress.
This slim volume, consisting of nine essays by seven authors,
suggests some of the possibilities. As the title indicates, part of
the book deals with “struggles,” part with “images.” The essays
in part one, “Historical Perspectives in Overview,” survey a
variety of historical experiences shared by black women from the
early nineteenth century to the early twentieth.
Gerda Lerner and others have dealt with white women in
the Jacksonian era. Sharon Harley contributes a pioneer effort
in which she shows that not only were all women and blacks
excluded from “Jacksonian democracy,” but that black women
were also denied the few occupational opportunities open to
white women. Black women in the North continued to perform
work similar to that performed by slave women, and their relationship to their employers was similar to the relationship
between mistress and slave.
In “Discrimination Against Afro-American Women in the
Woman’s Movement, 1830-1920,” Rosalyn Terborg-Penn says,
“Discrimination . . . was the rule rather than the exception”
(p. 17), although there were some exceptions among white
suffragists and club women. When they were admitted to predominantly white organizations blacks were accorded secondclass status; they were often excluded entirely. Hence they
formed racially separate organizations. In “The Black Woman’s
Struggle for Equality in the South, 1895-1925,” Cynthia
Neverdon-Morton deals with some of the efforts of southern
black women, most of them educated middle class, individually
and through organizations, to improve conditions for less fortunate blacks, especially in education and home environment.
A fourth essay, “Black Male Perspective on the Nineteenth
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Century Woman,” also by Terborg-Penn, opens up a subject
which deserves further study. She shows that in general black
male leaders saw the rights of women as part of the larger
struggle for human rights and that they regarded educated, independent women as allies in that battle. Some black political
leaders in the Reconstruction South favored universal suffrage,
without regard to race or sex. The remaining essays in part
one deal with “images” - “Black Women in the Blues Tradition”
and “Black Women in Afro-American Poetry.” The three essays
in part two are biographical. Two of them, “Anna J. Cooper:
A Voice for Black Women” and “Nannie Burroughs and the
Education of Black Women,” show careful research and are on
subjects which deserve book-length treatment.
The book as a whole is provocative and tantalizing. The
essays are exploratory. In brief treatments of this kind the
authors inevitably deal principally with external evidences of
racism without probing underlying causes and without developing the historical context in which the discrimination which
they describe occurred.
Butler University

E MMA L OU T HORNBROUGH

Lost Tribes and Promised Lands: The Origins of American
Racism. By Ronald Sanders. (Boston: Little, Brown and
Company, 1978. xii, 443 pp. Preface, prologue, bibliographic
notes, index. $15.00.)
Ronald Sanders has written a remarkable book on the study
of race in western civilization. As historian, he has consulted
standard sources, and he has called upon and made use of all
disciplines: sociology, anthropology, the Bible and its commentaries, psychology, and literature. This reviewer believes that
his confreres in these fields of academic scholarship may quarrel
with Sanders. It appears that he relies heavily on literary
products, and at times he uses his imagination to pull together
loose ends in order to support his thesis.
Sanders describes the preconceived racial attitudes of
Spanish, Portuguese, French, and English explorers who were
active in the Americas to about 1700. He points out how their
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original biases were strengthened or revised as they encountered
the natives of Africa and the Americas. He attempts to show
how racism, as we know it in America, originated in Europe.
Race was only a vague concept to most Europeans during the
Middle Ages; it did not become an important matter until the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The Iberian peninsula’s population was among the most racially conscious in Europe, and it
was these people who became the pioneers for overseas colonization.
In the first half of his book Sanders tells how and why racial
attitudes affected Spain and Portugal’s colonizing activities in
Africa and America. Racism, he says, is not an attitude generated
at a distance; it is developed by people who are racially or religiously different living in close proximity to each other. The
Christians of the Iberian peninsula had certain biases about the
Moors and Jews who had migrated in earlier centuries from
North Africa. The first victims of these Christian prejudices
were the Jews. Sanders traces their history in Spain and Portugal
and the role that Jews played in the discovery and colonization
of the New World, especially in the settlement of Latin America.
Sanders believes that Jews were a main catalyst in the development of American racism. He notes the early emergence of racist
attitudes on the part of most Europeans towards minority groups
like Jews, Moors, and Negroes. In so doing,. Sanders also examines
the various myths and traditions relating to the “Lost Ten Tribes
of Israel.” The Jews of Spain, Sanders believes, were the first
of the “Lost Tribes.”
Relying heavily on literary works and polemics, Sanders
next applies his theories to “France and the Noble Savage”
and then to the activities of England in North America. He
contrasts the attitude towards blacks in the southern colonies
with racism in New England. His final chapter, “A Lost Tribe
discovered in New York,” is about the Jews who migrated from
Recife, Brazil, in the seventeenth century to the Dutch colony of
New Amsterdam (later New York). Of the various racial groups
examined by Sanders, he believes that it was the Jews who, by
the end of the seventeenth century, found something of a solution to their problems. While the Jews remained outsiders, they
were not considered racially different. In America they were re-
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garded as being religiously different, and thus a minority. The
Indian, perhaps another of the so-called “Lost Tribes of Israel,”
on the other hand, were reduced to becoming virtual wanderers
and a lost people in their own land. And America, supposedly
the Promised Land for white Europeans, became for blacks an
“Egypt.” Here they were held in bondage as the Jews of Egypt
had been held in bondage by the Pharaohs.
Whether or not the reader agrees with Sanders’s theories
that American racism originated in Europe, his volume is well
written, and his ideas are worth thinking about. He fails to
include a bibliography, but there are chapter references and
some notes for longer quotations. Lost Tribes and Promised
Lands is an intriguing and controversial book. It will generate
much debate among historians, sociologists, and psychologists,
and this is good!
San Diego State University

ABRAHAM P. N ASATIR

BOOK NOTES
An Impartial Account of the Late Expedition Against St.
Augustine, published originally in 1742, has been edited by
Aileen Moore Topping for the Bicentennial Floridiana Facsimile
Series. Mrs. Topping has written an introduction to the Account
and has compiled indexes both to the original work and her
own introduction. In the spring of 1740, Governor James Oglethorpe of Georgia, supported by some 900 regulars and militia
and nearly 1,000 Indians, moved against northeast Florida and
St. Augustine. His expedition failed for a number of reasons,
but Oglethorpe complained that he had received inadequate
and tardy support from Charleston. The South Carolina General
Assembly immediately ordered a report setting forth its side
of the controversy, but this document was suppressed for political
reasons. But another report did appear, and it was this document which Mrs. Topping prepared for publication. Mrs.
Topping, who lives in Orange Park, Florida, is an expert on
eighteenth-century Spanish Florida history. An Impartial
Account was published by the University of Florida Press, and
it sells for $6.00.
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Key West is filled with handsome handcrafted homes and
buildings. Many were inspired by New England structures, and
others carry the imprint of the Bahamas and the Caribbean.
Highly skilled ship’s carpenters who were responsible for many
of these buildings created an architectural style that is unique
to the Florida Keys area. The structures are designed to catch
every prevailing breeze for comfort, and yet they are anchored
to withstand the fierce winds of hurricanes and storms. Intricate
gingerbread and finely carved balustrades have enhanced the
beauty of these houses, set in the lush semi-tropic environment.
Balustrades and Gingerbread, with beautiful color photography
by Marion Bentley and Roland James Dack, does full justice to
these handsome structures. The research and text was supplied
by James R. Warnke. Published by Banyan Books, Inc., Box
431160, Miami, Florida 33143, Balustrades and Gingerbread
sells for $6.95.
A History of Juno Beach & Juno, Florida is by Bessie Wilson
DuBois, a pioneer resident of this area. Juno was once the
county seat of Dade County at the time that it included all of
what is now Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, and Martin counties.
The population, according to the 1890 census, consisted of 626
residents. Juno, on the north end of Lake Worth, was the
terminus of the railroad, the most southern in the United States
at that time. Passengers and freight traveling South could get
as far as Titusville. There they were transferred to a steamer, also
part of the Plant System, and continued on to Jupiter. The
Celestial Railroad connected Jupiter with Juno. A History of
Juno Beach & Juno, Florida may be ordered from the author,
18045 Du Bois Road, Jupiter, Florida 33458. The price is $2.00.
Frog Smith’s Scrapbook is a collection of some of E. A.
Smith’s “folk frog tales and folklore.” Mr. Smith is from Fort
Myers where he is known as Frog Smith. His Scrapbook, he says,
describes the “ups and downs in a Cracker’s life.” The history
that Frog writes about is usually not found in staid textbooks,
but it does describe a way of life in Florida that is fast disappearing. He describes the minstrel shows that once toured Florida,
the many ways a gourd can be used, and the kinds of Valentines
that once were exchanged. He writes about moonshining, hog
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killing, the Suwannee River, courting, and Bone Mizell, “the
world's most colorful cowboy.” He tells us of the “original
barefoot mailman,” Florida’s ghost town capital, and David Levy
Yulee, Florida’s first United States senator. His book is not always
historially accurate, but it is a delight to read. It also includes
Frog’s pen and ink sketches. It sells for $5.00, and may be
ordered from the author at 99 East Mariana Avenue, North Fort
Myers, Florida 33903.
Beth P. Wilson’s Giants for Justice: Bethune, Randolph &
King contains biographical sketches on three major black personalities, two of whom had important ties to Florida. Mrs.
Bethune was probably the best known black woman of her
time in America. Bethune-Cookman College in Daytona Beach
was her major activity, but she also advised President Roosevelt
on matters relating to young blacks, helped organize the National Council of Negro Women in 1935, and served as president of the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History
and assisted Carter T. Woodson in collecting and organizing
material about black people. In 1974, a memorial was dedicated
to Mrs. Bethune in Lincoln Park in Washington, the first memorial to a black American in a public park in the nation’s
capital. Asa Philip Randolph was born in Crescent City, Florida,
and grew up in Jacksonville. His father preached at three small
Duval County churches. Randolph was educated at Cookman
Institute, the first (high school for blacks in Florida. Later, while
living in New York, he became interested in the labor movement and helped organize the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters. Later he, became vice president of the AFL-CIO, and
was actively involved in work with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., the subject of the third sketch in this book. Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich, Inc., New York, New York, are the publishers;
the book sells for $6.95.
Florida Facts and Fallacies is by Tom Gaskins, of Cypress
Knee Museum at Palmdale, on U.S. 27 south of Lake Placid.
Spanish moss, Florida crackers, cypress knees, weather, snakes,
quicksand, orchids, air plants, palms, and palmettos are some
of the subjects covered by the author. A native Floridian, Mr.
Gaskins is described in his booklet as “a woodsman, hunter,
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fisherman, woodcarver, physical culturist, member of the John
Birch Society, said-to-be wit, and philosopher and would-be perfectionist.” The publication sells for $2.50. It may be ordered
from the author at the Cypress Knee Museum, which he operates
at Palmdale, Florida 33944.
The Prints and Photographs Division of the Library of
Congress contains a large and amazing collection of old photographs, perhaps the largest graphics archive in the world. No
one knows for sure, but there may be as many as eight to fifteen
million pictures stored in file cabinets and boxes. Perhaps one half
have not yet been catalogued, and many large collections have
never been opened. Nobody knows what treasures they contain.
Oliver Jensen, former editor-in-chief of American Heritage
magazine, is a picture sleuth, and over the years he has worked
in the archive. All of the rare pictures in his book, America’s
Yesterdays, are from the collections in Washington. Many of
these photographs are being published for the first time. They
are all of remarkably good quality. Some are the works of
famous early photographers, but many are by relative unknowns.
There are many pictures relating to the South, and several to
Florida. There is a picture of Vinson Walsh McLean and his
mother Evelyn, who owned the ill-famed Hope Diamond, taken
at Palm Beach, and there are two 1892 photographs from the
studio of O. Pierre Havens of Jacksonville. America’s Yesterdays sells for $34.95, and is published by the American Heritage
Publishing Co., New York.
A bibliography of masters’theses and Ph.D. dissertations was
compiled by C. H. Cantrell and Walton R. Patrick in 1955. It
has been revised and updated by O. B. Emerson and Marion C.
Michael, and has been published by the University of Alabama
Press, under the title, Southern Literary Culture: A Bibliography
of Masters’ and Doctors’ Theses. It adds to the earlier compilation more recent theses and dissertations bearing on southern
literature and its cultural and historical backgrounds. There
are approximately 8,000 titles noted in the volume, which is
complete through 1970. The bibliography lists several studies
on Florida writers, including seven on the works of Marjory
Kinnon Rawlings. Southern Literary Culture sells for $15.00.
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Cracklin Bread and Asfidity: Folk Recipes and Remedies is by
Jack and Olivia Solomon. It is the first of a series of volumes
dealing with Alabama folklore. Many of the recipes included
are more than one hundred years old, and, according to the
authors, are still in use. There are recipes for beverages, meats,
vegetables, soups, and desserts. Included are recipes for corn
whiskey, corn beer, fig wine, and pokeberry and muscadine wine.
To make “ratifia“ one needs a gallon of brandy, a quart each of
madeira and muscat wine, orange-flavored water, sugar, rose
water, and 1,000 peach kernels. There are instructions on how to
fry rabbit, squirrel, and partridge, stew possum, boil eels, make
pigeon pie, roast deer steak, and braise owl. There are also cures
for everything, including hiccups, epileptic seizures, snake bites,
high blood pressure, and even cancer. One also learns how to
deal with nose bleeds, warts, skin eruptions, and ground itch.
Cracklin Bread and Asfidity was published by the University of
Alabama Press, and it sells for $12.95.
Included in South Carolina Women: They Dared To Lead,
by Idella Bodie, is a biographical sketch of Mary McLeod
Bethune. She was born in South Carolina in 1875. Her portrait
hangs in the South Carolina State House. A graduate of Moody
Bible Institute in Chicago, she taught school in Atlanta, and
then came to Florida to open the Daytona Education and Industrial Training School for Negro Girls. It is said that she
started the Institution with “$1.50 and much faith in God.”
Bethune-Cookman College is Mary McLeod Bethune’s legacy. A
close friend of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, she became one of
the President’s advisers in the National Youth Administration.
South Carolina Women was published by the Sandlapper Store,
Inc., Box 841, Lexington, South Carolina 29072. The book sells
for $9.95.
Hannis Taylor: The New Southerner as an American is by
Tennant S. McWilliams. Although a native Southerner, born in
North Carolina, and later a citizen of Alabama, Taylor admitted
in a public address in North Carolina in 1910 that he was glad
that the Confederates had been defeated, and that the United
States had remained “an indestructible union.” He labeled secession as “a dangerous and entirely illogical heresy.” Taylor gained
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a reputation as an enlightened Southerner principally because
of his contributions as a legal historian. He served as United
States Minister to Spain in the years just prior to the SpanishAmerican War. It was a time when Americans, inspired by a
love for the underdog and an enthusiastic press, showed their
support for the Cuban cause. It was a difficult time for an
American representative to be in Spain. Like most other
Southerners of his time, Taylor was an ardent segregationist. In
1900 he was urging Alabama to employ literacy and property
qualifications as a means of black disfranchisement. Otherwise
he was labelled a political progressive, and together with Walter
Hines Page and Edgar Gardner Murphy was known as an intellectual Southerner. Hannis Taylor was published by University
of Alabama Press, and it sells for $11.75.
Georgia: From Rabun Gap to Tybee Light, by E. J. Kahn.
This short but interesting collection of articles is more than a
travel account. It is an examination of the people of Georgia,
past and present, who have been instrumental in the development, both economic and political, of the state. Dean Rusk,
Jimmy Carter, Martin Luther King, Jr., Henry W. Grady,
Robert W. Woodruff, Mayor Maynard Jackson of Atlanta, and
Herman Talmadge are some of the Georgians whose activities
are recounted in this book. It was published by Cherokee
Publishing Company, Box 1081, Covington, Georgia 30209, and
sells for $5.95.
Jim Haskins, author of Voodoo & Hoodoo, is professor of
English at the University of Florida. He grew up in a small
Alabama town, where he learned about voodoo doctors and
root workers. These ancient crafts were brought over from
Africa by the slaves, and they became a part of the South’s
culture. Haskins interviewed practitioners in the small towns and
rural areas of the South, but there are also “believers” in the
North. Voodooers and hoodooers have the power to do both
evil and good. They can mix root and bark from the persimmon
and fig tree with graveyard dust to make a person ill. Graveyard dust hidden in a person’s pillow will cause headaches, and
snake blood and ammonia mixed together will cause a sore foot.
You can break a conjurer’s spell if you sprinkle salt on his trail.
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There are ways to cure alcoholism, and to win at cards, dice,
and love. For happiness in the home, burn white candles, and
to prevent lightning from striking, set a broom straw afire and
throw it outside. Hoodooers and voodooers are particularly active
in matters of love. To attract a man, wrap a lock of his hair
in a piece of cloth, folding the cloth toward you, and wear it in
the bottom of your shoe. A mixture of voodoo oil, High John
the Conqueror root, and Adam and Eve oil on a handkerchief
will attract a woman. Voodoo & Hoodoo is published by Stein
and Day, and it sells for $10.00.
Robert E. Lee, after his victory at Second Manassas, turned
his army northward in its first great invasion of the Civil War.
In the battle, fought September 17, 1862, against strong
Union forces commanded by General George McClellan, 26,000
Union and Confederate soldiers were killed or wounded. It has
been called the bloodiest day in American history. Immediately
following the battle, Alexander Gardner and James F. Gibson
photographed ninety-five of the battle scenes. Antietam: The
Photographic Legacy of America’s Bloodiest Day, by William A.
Frassanito, is a pictorial record of that event. Frassanito also
provides photographs to show what these same scenes look like
today. His text, including vignettes of some of the soldiers, adds
to the interest of this volume. It was published by Charles
Scribner’s Sons, New York, and sells for $15.95.
The October 1978 issue of Forest History is devoted to World
War I. Of special interest to southern historians are the article,
“Defense Mobilization in the Southern Pine Industry,” by James
B. Fickle, and the letters of Carl A. Schenck and Austin F. Cary
that have been edited by David A. Clary. Austin Cary was much
identified with Florida forestry during his lifetime. There is a
forest named for him near Gainesville, and the Austin Cary
Collection is at the University of Florida. The Journal of Forest
History is published by the Forest History Society, Inc., 109
Coral Street, Santa Cruz, California 95060. Subscriptions are
$12.00 per year; single issue price is $3.50.
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HISTORY NEWS
The Annual Meeting
A tour of two Palm Beach estates, a reception at Whitehall,
Henry Morrison Flagler’s Palm Beach mansion, and historical
films are some of the highlights of the seventy-seventh meeting
of the Florida Historical Society. It will be held in West Palm
Beach on May 4-5. The Downtown Holiday Inn, West Palm
Beach, will serve as convention headquarters. Arva Moore
Parks of Coral Gables is program chair. Preceeding the Society’s meeting the Florida Confederation of Historical Societies
will sponsor a workshop. All of its activities will be at the Downtown Holiday Inn also. Dr. Robert Harris, Pinellas County Historical Museum, Heritage Park, is chairman of the Confederation
board and program chairman. The workshop will begin with
registration and a reception on Wednesday evening, May 2. Dr.
Samuel Proctor, University of Florida, will conduct an oral
history workshop on Thursday morning. It is entitled, “Taping
Florida’s Past: The Nuts and Bolts of Oral History.” The afternoon session will feature an audio-visual presentation: “Togetherness in Historical Pursuits.” This will be followed by a
tape and slide show, “James L. Glenn’s work with the Seminoles,
1924-1936,” which was produced by Dr. Harry A. Kersey of
Florida Atlantic University. It will be narrated by Marjorie
Patterson, Fort Lauderdale Historical Society.
“Immigration and Community Building in Florida” will be
the theme for the first session of the Florida Historical Society’s
meeting on Friday morning. Dr. Jose B. Fernandez, University of
Colorado, will serve as chairman. Richard C. Crepeau and Paul
W. Wehr of the University of Central Florida, and Bettye D.
Smith, Seminole County Community College, will read papers.
Gary Mormins, University of South Florida, will act as commentator. The Friday afternoon session is entitled “The Palm
Beach Area in History.” Papers will be delivered by Robert
Billinger, Palm Beach Atlantic College; Katanga von Heitman,
Jupiter; and Donald W. Curl, Florida Atlantic University.
Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., University of Florida, is commentator for
[506]
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this session, and Judge James Knott, West Palm Beach, is chairman. “The Practice of Medicine in Nineteenth-Century Florida”
is the title for the Saturday morning session. Reading papers are
Dr. William Straight of Miami and Dr. Mark Barrow of Gainesville. E. Ashby Hammond, University of Florida, will be the
commentator for this session, and John Hebron Moore, Florida
State University, will serve as chairman. Dr. Trevor Colbourn,
president of the University of Central Florida, will be the
banquet speaker. Dr. Colbourn, who is a historian specializing
in American colonial history, will speak on “The Value of
History.
The recipients of the Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize
in Florida History, the Rembert W. Patrick Book Award, and
the Charlton W. Tebeau Junior Book Award will be announced
at the banquet. Linda Ellsworth, Historic Pensacola Preservation Board, will present the American Association of State and
Local History Awards to Arva Moore Parks and to Jack D. L.
Holmes, University of Alabama in Birmingham. They are being
recognized for their outstanding contributions to the research
and writing of Florida history.
On Friday afternoon there will be a tour of the old Biltmore
Hotel followed by a reception beginning at 6:00 p.m. at Whitehall. That evening there will be a Flagler film shown in the
Flagler Room at the Downtown Holiday Inn. The luncheon
and business meeting Saturday will be at the Holiday Inn. Immediately following the business meeting there will be the
specially-arranged tour of the Palm Beach estates.
The board of directors will hold its business meeting on
Thursday evening. The registration desk will be in the hotel
lobby. There will also be an exhibit of Florida books. All programs are open to the general public. Dr. Jerry Weeks, Palm
Beach Atlantic College, is in charge of local arrangements. His
committee includes Judge Knott, Mary Lineham, Edwin Pugh,
James Watt, and Charles Simmons. The hosts for the meeting
are the Historic Society of Palm Beach County, Palm Beach
County Commission, Palm Beach Atlantic College, Henry Morrison Flagler Museum, Boca Raton Historical Society, Boynton
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Beach Historical Society, Delray Beach Historical Society, Glades
Historical Society, Loxahatchee Historical Society, Seminole Historical Society, and the Royal First National Bank of Palm Beach.
National Register of Historic Places
The Division of Archives, History and Records Management,
Florida Department of State, reports that the following Florida
sites were added to the National Register of Historic Places
during the year 1978: Tampa Theatre and Office Building (Hillsborough County); St. Mary’s Church, Episcopal (Clay County);
Lock Number 1, North New River Canal (Broward County);
Melrose Women’s Club (Putnam County); Bethel Baptist Institutional Church (Duval County); Valparaiso Inn (Okaloosa
County); John G. Riley House, St. Johns Episcopal Church,
and Carnegie Library (Leon County); Vinoy Park Hotel
(Pinellas County); United Methodist Church (Hamilton County);
Coral Gables Congregational Church (Dade County); Quincy
Historic District (Gadsden County); First Baptist Church (Madison County); American National Bank Building (Escambia
County): Palmer House (Jefferson County); John B. Stetson
House (Volusia County); Paynes Creek Massacre, Fort Chokonikla Site (Hardee County).
Publications
The Tallahassee Historical Society has published Apalachee,
1971-1979, Volume 8. It contains articles dealing with the first
year of Dale Mabry Field, 1940-1941; Tallahassee and the 1841
yellow fever epidemic; Peres Bonney Brokaw; landscape archeology at the Brokaw-McDougall House in Tallahassee; baseball
in Jacksonville; African Methodism after the Civil War in Tallahassee; the early years of Governor LeRoy Collins; and J. J.
Dickison and the Battle of Gainesville. The volume sells for
$6.00. Write Dr. William Warren Rogers, Department of History,
Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida 32306.
The Department of History, University of South Florida,
plans the semi-annual publication of a new journal entitled
Tampa Bay History. Drawing on the talents of both professional
and community historians, the journal will carry a variety of

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol57/iss4/1

114

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 57, Number 4
H ISTORY N EWS

509

material relating to the history and culture of the Tampa Bay
area and its environs, including the fifteen counties served by
the University. Tampa Bay History will be directed at both
interested citizens of the Bay community and professional historians. Subscriptions are $10 for one year, $18 for two years.
Write: Tampa Bay History, Department of History, University
of South Florida, Tampa, Florida 33620.
Florida Folklife News is a bi-monthly newsletter published by
the Folk Arts Program at the Stephen Foster Center. It contains
information on folklore fieldwork and research in Florida. A
year’s subscription is $1.50. The second Florida Folk Arts Directory contains listings of musicians, dancers, scholars, craftspeople, resource centers, and events in the state. Orders and inquiries concerning these publications should be sent to Peggy
Bulger, Florida Folk Art Coordinator, Stephen Foster Center,
Box 265, White Springs, Florida 32096. An Institute for Florida
Folk Culture has been established at the Stephen Foster Center
to locate, document, and promote the folk culture of the state.
“Out On A Limb: The Family Tree” is the genealogical
column published each Sunday by the Florida Times-Union and
Jacksonville Journal in their combined paper. The editor, La
Viece Smallwood answers questions and offers genealogical information. The column is interested in informing readers of its
record collection, what is available, and where this data can be
obtained. For information write to La Viece Smallwood, Florida
Times-Union, Box 1949-F, Jacksonville, Florida 32231. Enclose
a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
Historicus, a new history journal being published by the
Graduate Department of History at the University of Kansas,
is an attempt to fill the gap between the student and professional journals. The goal is to publish the work of Ph.D. candidates. For information, write the editor, Raymond James Raymond, 1017 Wescoe Hall, University of Kansas, Lawrence,
Kansas 66045.
Announcements and Activities
The Southern Life Histories Editing and Indexing Project
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at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, is collecting
the life histories done by the WPA Federal Writers’ Project
during the 1930s. Most of these were forwarded at the time to
the project headquarters in Chapel Hill, but some were not.
Anyone having knowledge of the scattered life histories or individuals connected with the Southern Life History Project are
asked to contact Jerrold Hirsch, UNC at Chapel Hill, Wilson
Library 024A, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514.
The Southern Labor Association will hold a labor history
conference in the spring of 1980. It will bring together those interested in the rise and development of organized labor in the
South. The program committee invites interested persons to
suggest panel discussions, formal papers, or other types of presentations relating to southern labor. Proposals should be submitted by September 15, 1979, to Dr. Leslie S. Hough, Southern
Labor Studies Association, Urban Life 1028, Georgia State University, Atlanta, Georgia 30303.
The Calusa Valley Historical Society has unveiled an historical marker at the “Lone Cypress,” the tree growing at the
mouth of the Caloosahatchee (three mile) Canal. The marker
also notes the site of Old Lock Number 1 which was constructed in 1918. The tree was a landmark which guided boatmen during the period before there were roads or railroads and
before beacons and markers were installed in Lake Okeechobee.
Lone Cypress Park in Moorehaven was designed by Wayne E. S.
Hundley of Altamonte Springs.
The American Jewish Historical Society has established the
annual Leo Wasserman Student Essay Prize. The amount of the
award will be $100, and the winning essay will be considered
for publication in the Society’s journal, American Jewish History.
Deadline for submission is December 31, 1979. Submit entries to:
Student Prize Committee, American Jewish Historical Society,
2 Thornton Road, Waltham, Massachusetts 02145. Any original
essay based upon significant research in any area of American
Jewish studies is eligible. At the time of submission, the author
must be enrolled in an accredited graduate or undergraduate
degree program. The student may be enrolled in any discipline.
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The American Jewish Historical Society is also creating the Leo
Wasserman Prize for the best article published in American
Jewish History. It will also be in the amount of $100 and will
be presented annually at the meeting of the American Jewish
Historical Society.
To encourage history students to use primary source materials in researching local history, the Historical Association of
Southern Florida will present honoraria to students completing
acceptable senior papers ($50), theses ($100), and doctoral dissertations ($250). In order to qualify for an honorarium, the
selected topic must be approved in advance by the Association
and the student’s professor. A major criterion for evaluating
the completed work will be its contribution of new knowledge
on South Florida history. General areas in which research is
needed include biographies of Dana A. Dorsey, Carl Fisher,
Richard Fitzpatrick, William Gleason, George Merrick, Everest
G. Sewell, and Julia Tuttle. Information is also needed on
the black community in South Florida, the Civil War in South
Florida, Coral Gables, the Cuban community in South Florida,
the Depression in South Florida, gambling in South Florida,
the garment industry, Hialeah, the Jewish community in South
Florida, Seminoles and Miccosukees, the tourist industry, and
World War II in South Florida.
Obituary
Mrs. Jessie Porter Newton, former member of the board of
directors of the Florida Historical Society, died at her home in
Key West on February 7, 1979. A memorial service was held in
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Key West on February 18.
Tennessee Williams, a longtime friend of “Miss Jessie” read the
Scripture. “Miss Jessie” was a prime force in the historical
restoration movement in Key West and was the founder of the
Old Island Restoration Foundation. Mrs. Porter’s family were
among the earliest settlers in Key West. Her grandfather, Dr.
William Y. Porter, was Florida’s first public health officer and a
pioneer in yellow fever research.
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A Jessie Porter Newton Memorial Fund has been established
at the Florida First National Bank of Key West. Dr. Samuel
Proctor and Professor F. Blair Reeves of the University of
Florida, and Wright Langley, Director of the Historic Key West
Preservation Board, will administer the fund.
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MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS’ MEETING
Florida Historical Society
President Jerrell H. Shofner called to order the meeting of
the board of directors of the Florida Historical Society at 10:00
a.m. on Saturday, December 9, 1978, in the University of South
Florida Library, Tampa, Florida. In addition to the president,
those present included Nancy Dobson, Herbert J. Doherty, Jr.,
Linda Ellsworth, E. Ashby Hammond, Marcia Kanner, Hayes
L. Kennedy, Peter D. Klingman, Wright Langley, Chris LaRoche, John K. Mahon, Janet S. Matthews, Thomas Mickler,
Vernon Peeples, Thelma Peters, O. C. Peterson, Olive Peterson,
Samuel Proctor, and J. Leitch Wright, Jr. Dr. Thomas Greenhow, editor of the Florida History Newsletter; Robert C. Harris,
representing the Confederation of Florida Historical Societies;
Jay B. Dobkin, executive secretary; and Margaret Burgess of the
Society staff also attended. W. Robert Williams and Sue Goldman were absent.
The board approved the minutes of the meeting of the
board of directors held May 4, 1978, as they were published in
the Florida Historical Quarterly, LVII (October 1978), 256-60.
Jay Dobkin presented the Society’s financial report. It shows
a net worth of $69,417.71, as of November 30, 1978. Current
assets are $60,008.71, and fixed assets, $326.00. Income from
membership was $10,567.50. Mr. Dobkin noted the gift of $1,000
from The Wentworth Foundation, Inc., and gifts to the Father
Jerome book acquisition fund. Major disbursements were for
publishing the Florida Historical Quarterly and the Florida
History Newsletter, for expenses for the annual convention, and
for book acquisitions. Disbursements amounted to $16,667.09.
Mr. Dobkin reported that the Society is selling its Pennzoil
United shares at the request of the company and at its offering
price of $1,000. This amount will be deposited in the Julien
Yonge Publication Fund.
Mr. Dobkin also reported on the status of the Society’s
library and on the cost of maintaining the acquisition of all
[513]
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scholarly publications relating to Florida. He has compared the
card catalogue against catalogues listing all imprint publications,
and the Society’s library is current. It will cost approximately
$500 to maintain this condition. Dr. Proctor moved and Mr.
Mickler seconded the motion that the librarian be authorized
to spend up to $500 annually to purchase additional volumes for
the library. The motion carried.
Dr. Shofner announced that an inventory will be made of
Society property (furniture, artifacts, art, etc.) loaned to other
state and private agencies. Dr. Proctor reported that there are
items at the Florida State Museum, in Jacksonville, at the
Stetson University Library, and in St. Augustine. These items
include two Audubon prints loaned to Stetson; a bed once
belonging to George Fairbanks and now in the Rawlings House
near Gainesville; a painting by James Bard at the Florida State
Museum; and an etching at the Kingsley Plantation House.
Marcia Kanner was appointed chairperson of the inventory committee, and Linda Ellsworth will assist her with the project.
Dr. Shofner asked if there was a catalogue of the Society’s
manuscript collections. This information is available, according to Mr. Dobkin, but the list for book holdings is not complete.
He reported on the interest of the University of West Florida
library in developing a union list of manuscript holdings. Until
that is completed, Mr. Dobkin recommended that a list of the
major manuscript collections belonging to the Society be printed
in the Florida Historical Quarterly to assist researchers.
Wright Langley recommended several matters for discussion.
He suggested that a list of volunteer researchers be compiled.
These volunteers, persons living in various parts of the state,
would do minor research tasks in their area for other Society
members. Volunteers will be sought through notices in the
Quarterly and Newsletter, and a report will be made at the
next meeting of the board. Mr. Langley also suggested the
development of portable exhibits and slide presentations which
could be made available for schools or for public meetings. These
exhibits would describe the society and its objectives, and it
would utilize the Society’s collections. Dr. Shofner appointed
Mr. Langley to chair a committee to consider the feasibility and
cost. Mrs. LaRoche and Mr. Dobkin will also serve on this com-
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mittee. Mr. Langley recommended that the Society adopt an
easily recognized logo. After lengthy discussion, Mr. Peeples
moved and Dr. Proctor seconded the motion to appoint a threeperson committee to recommend a design to the board. The
motion passed. Dr. Shofner will ask Marty Grafton of Coral
Gables to serve on this committee. Mrs. Grafton designed the
Society’s membership brochures.
According to the report of Dr. Leitch Wright, membership
in the Society has declined by sixty-three since May. Total
membership stands at 1,652. There was much discussion about
the need to retain current members. Problems relating to the
annual meeting, the possibility of publishing a magazine of
popular history, of providing materials for Florida history
teachers, and of developing other services were analyzed as they
relate to membership. Ms. Matthews reported on a project being
tried in Sarasota County. Twenty-four school libraries have been
selected to receive subscriptions to the Florida Historical
Quarterly. Subscriptions will be provided by local individuals
and businesses. All board members were again urged to write
or telephone individuals whose membership has lapsed. Other
suggestions were made for increasing membership and for
making the Society's services known to a larger group.
Dr. Proctor reported that the Florida Historical Quarterly
is making satisfactory progress. He stressed the need for scholarly
articles to be submitted; his backlog of manuscripts has declined. He expressed a particular interest in manuscripts dealing with twentieth-century Florida, women, and ethnic groups.
Robert Harris, chairman of the Confederation of Florida
Historical Societies, reported that seventy-three organizations are
now affiliated. The goal is 100 members by May 1979. The Confederation workshop held in Largo in November 1978, was very
successful. Seventy-three persons, representing twenty-nine
agencies, registered. Plans are underway now for another workshop to be held in May 1979, at the time of the annual meeting
in West Palm Beach. Dr. Harris noted that the Confederation
is considering serving as a clearing house for the loan or exchange of artifacts.
Dr. Thomas Greenhaw, editor of the Florida History Newsletter, reported the January issue is at the printer, and that
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succeeding issues will be expanded to eight pages. The Newsletter is being mailed to about 1,800 individuals and organizations. Dr. Greenhaw reported that the Barnett Bank of Winter
Park will underwrite the cost of printing the April 1979
issue of the Newsletter, and he urged that other donors be
sought by members of the board.
The nominating committee for 1979 is composed of Nancy
Dobson, chairperson, with William M. Goza, Marcia Kanner,
William Adams, and George Pearce as members. Mrs. Dobson
called for recommendations for nominations to the board from
Districts 1, 3, and 4, and for one at-large member.
Dr. Shofner reported on the plans for the annual meeting
in West Palm Beach, May 3-5, 1979. Ms. Arva Parks is program
chairperson. The local arrangements committee, chaired by Dr.
Jerry Weeks, is planning a reception at Whitehall and tours of
several Palm Beach homes. Mrs. Burgess requested that all material to be included in the two programs be in her office by
February 1, 1979.
It was announced that Dr. Glenn Westfall of the Tampa
Historical Society will be leading group tours to Spain and
Mexico during 1979. Anyone interested is invited to contact him
at Hillsborough Community College in Tampa. Dr. Proctor, reporting for Dr. William Coker, noted that the first volume of the
Panton, Leslie and Company Papers should go to press in
1979. Dr. Coker is editor of the project.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
L INDA V. E LLSWORTH
Recording Secretary
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$350, and a special memorial membership is available for $350.
The latter guarantees delivery of the Quarterly for twenty-five
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should be addressed to Jay B. Dobkin, Executive Secretary,
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INDEX TO VOLUME LVII
July 1978 - April 1979
Adicks, Richard, ed., Le Conte’s Report on East Florida, reviewed, 217
Afro-American Woman: Struggles and Images, ed. by Harley
and Terborg-Penn, reviewed, 495
Agricultural History: An Index, 1927-1976, by Agricultural
History Center, reviewed, 245
Agricultural History Center, Agricultural History: An Index,
1927-1976, reviewed, 245
Alderson, William T., 123
Alexander, Michael, Discovering the New World, reviewed, 391
American Association for State and Local History, 396
American Forts: Architectural Form and Function, by Robinson,
reviewed, 111
American Jewish Historical Society, 510
America’s Yesterdays, by Jensen, reviewed, 502
Andrew Jackson and the Course of American Empire, 1767-1821,
by Remini, reviewed, 476
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Antietam: The Photographic Legacy of America’s Bloodiest
Day, by Frassanito, reviewed, 505
Apalachee, 1971-1979, Volume 8, 508
Architectural Legacy of the Lower Chattahoochee Valley, ed. by
Jeane and Purcell, reviewed, 393
Archive of Folk Song, Music Division, Library of Congress, 401
Arnade, Charles W., book review by, 221
Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize, 121, 253, 257
Association for Gravestone Studies, 248
Aviation’s Earliest Years in Jacksonville, 1878-1935, by Ingle, reviewed, 116

Back Home: A History of Citrus County, Florida, by Dunn, reviewed, 242
Baird, W. David, book review by, 489
Balustrades and Gingerbread, by Warnke, reviewed, 500
Bartley, Numan V., book reviewed by, 378
Bartley, Numan V., and Hugh B. Graham, comps., Southern
Elections: County and Precinct Data, 1950-1972, reviewed,
390
Battle of Pensacola Sculpture presented, 126
“Beginnings of Popular Government in Florida,” by Allen Morris
and Amelia Rea Maguire, 19
Bennett, Charles E., book review by, 88
Bicentennial Council of the Thirteen Original States, 401
Blacks and the Populist Revolt: Ballots and Bigotry in the
“New South,” by Gaither, reviewed, 101
Bodie, Idella, South Carolina Women: They Dared to Lead, reviewed, 503
Boney, F. N., book review by, 233
Bonner, James C., Milledgeville: Georgia’s Antebellum Capital,
reviewed, 372
Booker T. Washington Papers, Volume 6: 1901-1902, ed. by
Harlan and Smock, reviewed, 104
Booker T. Washington Papers, Volume 7: 1903-1904, ed. by
Harlan and Smock, reviewed, 104
Bowman, Larry G., Captive Americans: Prisoners During the
American Revolution, reviewed, 230
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Brinton, Daniel G., A Guide-Book of Florida and the South,
facsimile reprint, ed. by Goza, reviewed, 115
Brown, Major General Wilburt S., Memorial Military History
Conference, 400
Budina, John W., History of Banking in Florida, 1964-1978, reviewed, 116
Buker, George E., “The Mosquito Fleet’s Guides and the
Second Seminole War,” 308
Burbey, Louis H., Our Worthy Commander: The Life and
Times of Benjamin Pierce in Whose Honor Fort Pierce
is Named, reviewed, 243
Burns, Augustus M., III, book reviews by, 108, 385

Cadwell, Roy, Clearwater, “A Sparkling City,” reviewed, 115
Calusa Valley Historical Society, 510
Camelia Caper, by Polk, reviewed, 393
“ ‘Camp Hell’: Miami During the Spanish-American War,” by
by Donna Thomas, 141
Captive Americans: Prisoners During the American Revolution,
by Bowman, reviewed, 230
Caribbean Review, 402
Carter, Dan T., and Amy Friedlander, eds., Southern Women
in the Recent Educational Movement in the South, by Mayo,
reprint ed., reviewed, 390
Caskey, Marie, Chariot of Fire: Religion and the Beecher Family,
reviewed, 118
Cemeteries of Leon County, Fla.: Rural White Cemeteries;
Tombstone Inscriptions and Epitaphs, ed. by Paisley, 123
Censer, Jack R., N. Steven Steinart and Amy M. McCandless,
eds., South Atlantic Urban Studies, Volume 2, reviewed, 240
Chapman, Margaret L., book review by, 217
Chariot of Fire: Religion and the Beecher Family, by Caskey,
reviewed, 118
Charlton W. Tebeau Junior Book Award, 121, 253, 257
Chesnutt, David R., George C. Rodgers, Jr., and Peggy J. Clark,
eds., The Papers of Henry Laurens, Volume Six: August
1, 1768-July 31, 1769, reviewed, 224
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Church, George B., Jr., The Life of Henry Laurens Mitchell,
Florida’s 16th Governor, reviewed, 89
Clark, Peggy J., George C. Rodgers, Jr., and David R. Chestnutt,
eds., The Papers of Henry Laurens, Volume Six: August 1,
1768- July 31, 1769, reviewed, 224
Clark, Thomas D., book review by, 104
Clearwater, ”A Sparkling City,” by Cadwell, reviewed, 115
Cohen, Hennig, and James Levernier, eds. and comps., The
Indians and Their Captives, reviewed, 223
Coker, William S., ed., The Military Presence on the Gulf Coast:
Gulf Coast History and Humanities Conference, Volume VII,
reviewed, 363
Coker, William S., book review by, 472
Colburn, David, book review by, 110
Coleman, Kenneth, ed., A History of Georgia, reviewed, 113
Coleman, Kenneth, and Milton Ready, eds., The Colonial
Records of the State of Georgia, Volume 27, reviewed, 118
Colonial Records of the State of Georgia, Volume 27, ed. by
Coleman and Ready, reviewed, 118
Confederate Memorial Literary Society, 400
Correspondence of James K. Polk, Volume IV, 1837-1838, ed. by
Weaver and Cutler, reviewed, 96
Corse, Carita Doggett, obituary, 127
Cox, Edward L., book review by, 484
Cox, LaWanda, book review by, 486
Cracklin Bread and Asfidity: Folk Recipes and Remedies, by
Solomon and Solomon, reviewed, 503
Craton, Michael, Searching for the Invisible Man: Slaves and
Plantation Life in Jamaica, reviewed, 484
Crawford, Charles W., and Stanley F. Horn, Stanley F. Horn,
Editor and Publisher, reviewed, 245
Crow, Jeffrey J., and Larry E. Tise, eds., The Southern Experience in the American Revolution, reviewed, 227
“Cubans in Tampa: From Exiles to Immigrants, 1892-1901,” by
Louis A. Perez, Jr., 129
Cuddy, Don, Tales of Old Hollywood, reviewed, 115
Cumming, W. P., Susan Hillier, D. B. Quine, and Glynder
Williams, The Exploration of North America, 1630-1776, re-
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viewed, 391
Curtiss, Glenn H., Memorial Garden, dedication, 248
Cutler, Wayne, and Herbert Weaver, eds., Correspondence of
James K. Polk, Volume IV, 1837-1838, reviewed, 96
“Cyrus Teed and the Lee County Elections of 1906,” by Elliott
Mackle, 1

Dalrymple, Margaret Fisher, ed., The Merchant of Manchac:
The Letterbooks of John Fitzpatrick, 1768-1790, reviewed,
472
Daniel Ladd: Merchant Prince of Frontier Florida, by Shofner,
reviewed, 213
Dayton, William G., A History of the San Antonio Area, 124
Dear Jeffie, by Wyman, ed. by Gifford, reviewed, 244
“Dear Mother: Don’t grieve about me. If I get killed, I'll only
be dead.” Letters from Georgia Soldiers in the Civil War,
ed. by Lane, reviewed, 233
Deep Like the Rivers: Education in the Slave Quarter Community, 1831-1865, by Webber, reviewed, 478
Dibble, Ernest F., War Averters: Seward, Mallory, and Fort
Pickens, reviewed, 243; William H. Chase, Gulf Coast Fort
Builder, reviewed, 244
Dietrich, T. Stanton, comp., The Urbanization of Florida’s
Population: An Historical Perspective of County Growth,
1830-1970, reviewed, 392
Discovering the New World, by Alexander, reviewed, 391
Dodd, Dorothy, book review by, 380
Doherty, Herbert J., Jr., book review by, 213
Dominie Ederardus Bogardus Chapter, Colonial Dames XVII
Century, Tallahassee, 123
Donald, David Herbert, Liberty and Union, The Crisis of
Popular Government, 1830-1890, reviewed, 483
Douglas, Marjory Stoneman, The Everglades, River of Grass,
revised ed., reviewed, 117
DuBois, Bessie Wilson, A History of Juno Beach & Juno, Florida,
reviewed, 500
Dunn, Hampton, Back Home: A History of Citrus County,
Florida, reviewed 242; 197
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Early Medical History of Pinellas Peninsula: A Quadricentennial
Epoch, by Eberson, reviewed, 473
East Florida Gazette (St. Augustine Historical Society), 249
Eaton, Clement, Jefferson Davis, reviewed, 98; book review by, 99
Eberson, Frederick, Early Medical History of Pinellas Peninsula:
A Quadricentennial Epoch, reviewed, 473
Eden, Lynn, and Florence Mars, Witness in Philadelphia, reviewed, 110
Edgar, Walter B., book review by, 240
Eighteenth-Century Florida and the Revolutionary South, ed.
by Proctor, reviewed, 215
El Escribano, 249
Emerson, O. B., and Marion C. Michael, comps., Southern
Literary Culture: A Bibliography of Masters’ and Doctors’
Theses, reviewed, 502
“Empty Victory: The St. Petersburg Sanitation Strike, 1968,” by
Darryl Paulson and Janet Stiff, 421
Essays in Southern Labor History: Selected Papers, Southern
Labor History Conference, 1976, ed. by Fink and Reed, reviewed, 239
Everglades, River of Grass, by Douglas, revised ed., reviewed, 117
Exploration of North America, 1630-1776, by Cumming, Hillier,
Quine, and Williams, reviewed, 391

Federal Writers’ Project: A Study in Government Patronage of
the Arts, by Penkower, reviewed, 380
Fernandina Historical Museum, 396
Fink, Gary M., and Merl E. Reed, eds., Essuys in Southern Labor
History: Selected Papers, Southern Labor History Conference,
1976, reviewed, 239
Flexner, James Thomas, Steamboats Come True, reprint, reviewed, 394; The Young Hamilton: A Biography, reviewed,
368
“Florida and the Black Migration,” by Jerrell H. Shofner, 267
Florida Association of Architects, 397
Florida College Teachers of History, 398
Florida Division of Archives, History, and Records Manage-
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ment, 508
Florida Confederation of Historical Societies, 248
Florida Facts and Fallacies, by Gaskins, reviewed, 501
Florida Folk Art/Folklife Conference, 399
Florida Folklife Archives, 398
Florida Folklife News, 509
Florida Historical Society:
Annual Meeting, 120, 251, 506
Gifts to the Society, 260
Minutes of directors’ meeting, 253, 513
New members, 261
Treasurer’s report, 265
Florida History Award, 123
Florida History in Periodicals, 83
Florida History Research in Progress, 349
Florida State Genealogy Society, 248
Florida State Museum, 126
Florida Trust for Historic Preservation, 398
Flynt, Wayne, book review by, 491
Forest History, 505
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, 396
Fort Mellon, 1837-1842: A Microcosm of the Second Seminole
War, by Francke, reviewed, 93
Forty Acres and a Mule: The Freedmen’s Bureau and Black
Land Ownership, by Oubre, reviewed, 376
14th Colony: British West Florida, 1763-1781, reviewed, 126
Francke, Arthur E., Jr., Fort Mellon, 1837-1842: A Microcosm of
the Second Seminole War, reviewed, 93
Frassanito, William A., Antietam: The Photographic Legacy of
America’s Bloodiest Day, reviewed, 500
Friedlander, Amy, and Dan T. Carter, eds., Southern Women
in the Recent Educational Movement in the South, by Mayo,
reprint ed., reviewed, 390
Frog Smith’s Scrapbook, by Smith, reviewed, 500

Gaither, Gerald H., Blacks and the Populist Revolt: Ballots and
Bigotry in the “New South,” reviewed, 101
Galli, Marcia J., and Curtis E. Jackson, A History of the Bureau

Published by STARS, 1978

133

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 57 [1978], No. 4, Art. 1
526

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

of Indian Affairs and its Activities Among Indians, reviewed,
387
Gálvez, Bernardo de, Yo Solo: The Battle Journal of Bernardo
de Gálvez During the American Revolution, transl. by Montemayor, reviewed, 117
Gaskins, Tom, Florida Facts and Fallacies, reviewed, 501
Gawalt, Gerard W., Paul H. Smith, Rosemary Fry Plakas, and
Eugene R. Sheridan, eds., Letters of Delegates to Congress,
1774-1789. Volume One: August 1774-August 1775, reviewed,
225; Letters of Delegates to Congress, 1774-1789. Volume Two:
September-December 1775, reviewed, 225
General L. Kemper Williams Prize, 125
George, Paul S., “Policing Miami’s Black Community, 18961930,” 434
Georgia, by Valentine and Wharton, reviewed, 118
Georgia: From Rabun Gap to Tybee Light, by Kahn, reviewed,
504
Georgia Department of Archives and History, 400
Georgia Study Symposium, 122
Giants for Justice: Bethune, Randolph & King, by Wilson, reviewed, 501
Gifferd, George E., Jr., ed., Dear Jeffrie, by Wyman, reviewed,
244
“Governor LeRoy Collins of Florida and the Selma Crisis of
1965,” by Thomas R. Wagy, 403
Goza, William M., ed., A Guide-Book of Florida and the South,
by Brinton, facsimile reprint ed., reviewed, 115
Graham, Bob, Workdays: Finding Florida on the Job, reviewed,
219
Graham, Hugh B., and Numan V. Bartley, comps., Southern
Elections: County and Precinct Data, 1950-1972, reviewed, 390
Great Explorers: The European Discovery of America, by
Morison, reviewed, 221
Griffin, John W., ed., Narrative of a Voyage to the Spanish
Main, in the Ship “Two Friends,” facsimile ed., reviewed,
389; book review by, 364
Guide-Book of Florida and the South, by Brinton, facsimile reprint, ed. by Goza, reviewed, 115
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Hair, William I., book review by, 483
Hamilton, Holman, The Three Kentucky Presidents, reviewed,
246
Hanna, Alfred Jackson, obituary, 127
Hannis Taylor: The New Southerner as an American, by McWilliams, reviewed, 503
Harlan, Louis R., and Raymond W. Smock, eds., The Booker T.
Washington Papers, Volume 6: 1901-1902, reviewed, 104; The
Booker T. Washington Papers, Volume 7: 1903-1904, reviewed,
104
Harley, Sharon, and Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, eds., The AfroAmerican Woman: Struggles and Images, reviewed, 495
Harriet Beecher Stowe and American Literature, by Moers,
reviewed, 243
Hartman, J. Paul, 122
Haskins, Jim, Voodoo & Hoodoo, reviewed, 504
Heatherington, Alma, and Kyle S. VanLandingham, The History
of Okeechobee County, reviewed, 389
“Helen Hunt West: Florida’s Pioneer for ERA,” by James R.
McGovern, 39
Higginbotham, Don, book review by, 363
Higginbotham, Jay, Old Mobile: Fort Louis de la Louisiane,
1702-1711, reviewed, 94; winner of the 1977 General L.
Kemper Williams Prize, 125
Hillier, Susan, W P. Cumming, D. B. Quine, and Glynder
Williams, The Exploration of North America, 1630-1776, reviewed, 391
Hirsch, Jerrold, and Tom E. Terrill, eds., Such As Us: Southern
Voices of the Thirties, reviewed, 491
Historic Capitol restoration project, Tallahassee, 395
Historical Association of Southern Florida, 511
Historicus, 509
History of Banking in Florida, 1964-1975, by Budina, reviewed,
116
History of Juno Beach & Juno, Florida, by DuBois, reviewed, 500
History of Okeechobee County, by VanLandingham and Heatherington, reviewed, 389
History of Georgia, ed. by Coleman, reviewed, 113
History of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and its Activities Among
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Indians, by Jackson and Galli, reviewed, 387
History of the San Antonio Area, by Dayton, 124
Hobson, Charles F., book review by, 225
Hodges, Ellen E., and Stephen Kerber, eds., “ ‘Rogues and Black
Hearted Scamps’: Civil War Letters of Winston and Octavia Stephens, 1862-1863,” 54
Holman, C. Hugh, The Immoderate Past: The Southern Writer
and History, reviewed, 106
Holmes, Jack D. L., book reviews by, 91, 215; 396
“Honoring the Confederacy in Northwest Florida: The Confederate Monument Ritual,” by W. Stuart Towns, 205
Horn, Stanley F., and Charles W. Crawford, Stanley F. Horn,
Editor and Publisher, reviewed, 245
Hulton, Paul, ed., The Work of Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues,
a Hugenot Artist in France, Florida, and England, reviewed,
88
Human Rights Odyssey, by Wright and Shankman, reviewed, 385
Hurley, Frank T., Jr., Surf, Sand & Post Card Sunset, reviewed,
117
Hurston, Zora Neale, Their Eyes Were Watching God, revised
ed., reviewed, 117; Mules and Men, reprint, reviewed, 224

“Immigrants and Radicals in Tampa, Florida,” ed. by George
E. Pozzetta, 337
Immoderate Past: The Southern Writer and History, by Holman, reviewed, 106
Impartial Account of the Late Expedition Against St. Augustine, ed. by Topping, facsimile reprint, reviewed, 499
In Search of the Silent South: Southern Liberals and the Race
Issue, by Sosna, reviewed, 108
Indians and Their Captives, edited and compiled by Levernier
and Cohen, reviewed, 223
Ingalls, Robert P., winner of the 1978 Arthur W. Thompson
Memorial Prize, 121, 253, 257
Ingle, John P., Jr., Aviation’s Earliest Years in Jacksonville, 18781935, reviewed, 116
“Inside the Ring: Bisbee-Lee Correspondence, February-April
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1880,” by Peter D. Klingman, 187
Intervention in Spanish Floridas 1801-1813: A Study in Jeffersonian Foreign Policy, by Waciuma, reviewed, 91
Into the Deep, by Marx, reviewed, 245

Jackson, Curtis E., and Marcia J. Galli, A History of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs and its Activities Among Indians, reviewed,
387
Jahoda, Gloria, book review by, 366
Jeane, D. Gregory, and Douglas Clare Purcell, eds., The Architectural Legacy of the Lower Chattahoochee Valley, reviewed,
393
Jefferson Davis, by Eaton, reviewed, 98
Jensen, Oliver, America’s Yesterdays, reviewed, 502
John Collier’s Crusade for Indian Reform, 1920-1954, by Philp,
reviewed, 489
Jules F. Landry Award, 122

Kahn, E. J., Georgia: From Rabun Gap to Tybee Light, reviewed,
504
Kerber, Stephen, ”William Edwards and the Historic University
of Florida Campus: A Photographic Essay,” 327; book review
by, 89
Kerber, Stephen, and Ellen E. Hodges, eds., “ ‘Rogues and Black
Hearted Scamps’: Civil War Letters of Winston and Octavia
Stephens, 1862-1863,” 54
Keuchel, Edward F., book review by, 239
“Key West and the Cuban Ten Years War,” by Gerald E. Poyo,
289
King, R. T., book review by, 387
Kiple, Kenneth F., book review by, 231
Kirby, Jack Temple, Media-Made Dixie: The South in the
American Imagination, reviewed, 382
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Klein, Herbert S., The Middle Passage: Comparative Studies in
the Atlantic Slave Trade, reviewed, 231
Klingman, Peter D., “Inside the Ring: Bisbee-Lee Correspondence, February-April 1880,” 187
Kolchin, Peter, book review by, 478

Land, Aubrey C., book review by, 368
Lane, Mills, ed., “Dear Mother: Don’t grieve about me. If I get
killed, I'll only be dead.” Letters From Georgia Soldiers in
the Civil War, reviewed, 233
Laumer, Frank, book review by, 93
LeConte, John Eatton, LeConte’s Report on East Florida, ed.
by Adicks, reviewed, 217
LeConte’s Report on East Florida, by LeConte, ed. by Adicks,
reviewed, 217
“Legislating a Homestead Bill: Thomas Hart Benton and the
Second Seminole War,” by Michael E. Welsh, 157
Leo Wasserman Prize, 510
Letters of Delegates to Congress, 1774-1789. Volume One:
August 1774-August 1775, edited by Smith, Gawalt, Plakas,
and Sheridan, reviewed, 225
Letters of Delegates to Congress, 1774-1789. Volume Two: September-December 1775, edited by Smith, Gawalt, Plakas, and
Sheridan, reviewed, 225
Levernier, James, and Hennig Cohen, eds. and comps., The
Indians and Their Captives, reviewed, 223
Liberty and Union: The Crisis of Popular Government, 18301890, by Donald, reviewed, 483
Life of Henry Laurens Mitchell, Florida’s 16th Governor, by
Church, reviewed, 89
Little Deer of the Florida Keys, by Ryden, reviewed, 244
Livingston, Richard M., winner of the 1978 Florida History
Award, 123
Lost Tribes and Promised Lands: The Origins of American
Racism, by Sanders, reviewed, 497
Louisiana Historical Association, 125
Lowenstein, Ralph L., book review by, 382
Luraghi, Raimondo, The Rise and Fall of the Plantation South,
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reviewed, 370
Lyon, Eugene, winner of the 1978 Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award, 120, 253, 257

McCandless, Amy M., Jack R. Censer, and N. Steven Steinert,
eds., South Atlantic Urban Studies, Volume 2, reviewed, 240
McGovern, James R., “Helen Hunt West: Florida’s Pioneer for
ERA,” 39
Mackle, Elliott, ”Cyrus Teed and the Lee County Elections of
1906,” I
McMurry, Richard J., book review by, 98
McWilliams, Tennant S., Hannis Taylor: The New Southerner
as an American, reviewed, 503
Maguire, Amelia Rea, and Allen Morris, “Beginnings of Popular
Government in Florida,” 19
Mandle, Jay R., The Roots of Black Poverty: The Southern
Plantation Economy After the Civil War, reviewed, 486
Manucy, Albert, book review by, 111
Mars, Florence, and Lynn Eden, Witness in Philadelphia, reviewed, 110
Martin, Harold H., William Berry Hartsfield, Mayor of Atlanta,
reviewed, 394
Marx, Robert F., Into the Deep, reviewed, 245
Masters Without Slaves: Southern Planters in the Civil War
and Reconstruction, by Roark, reviewed, 99
Mayo, A. D., Southern Women in the Recent Educational Movement in the South, ed. by Carter and Friedlander, reprint ed.,
reviewed, 390
Meats, Stephen E., book review by, 106
Media-Made Dixie: The South in the American Imagination,
by Kirby, reviewed, 382
Merchant of Manchac: The Letterbooks of John Fitzpatrick,
1768-1790, ed. by Dalrymple, reviewed, 472
Michael, Marion C., and O. B. Emerson, comps., Southern
Literary Culture: A Bibliography of Master’s and Doctors’
Theses, reviewed, 502
Middle Passage: Comparative Studies in the Atlantic Slave
Trade, by Klein, reviewed, 231
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Milanich, Jerald T., and Samuel Proctor, eds., Tacachale: Essays
on the Indians of Florida and Southeastern Georgia during
the Historic Period, reviewed, 364
Miles, Edwin A., book review by, 476
Military Presence on the Gulf Coast: Gulf Coast History and
Humanities Conference, Volume VII, ed. by Coker, reviewed,
363
Milledgeville: Georgia’s Antebellum Capital, by Bonner, reviewed, 372
Miller, Janice Borton, “Rebellion in East Florida in 1795,” 173
Moers, Helen, Harriet Beecher Stowe and American Literature,
reviewed, 243
Montemayor, E. A., transl., Yo Solo: The Battle Journal of
Bernardo de Gálvez During the American Revolution, reviewed, 117
Moore, John Hebron, book review by, 481
Morison, Samuel Eliot, The Great Explorers: The European
Discovery of America, reviewed, 221
Morris, Allen, and Amelia Rea Maguire, “Beginnings of Popular Government in Florida,” 19
“Mosquito Fleet’s Guides and the Second Seminole War,” by
George E. Buker, 308
Mules and Men, by Hurston, reprint, reviewed, 244
My Soul Is Rested: Movement Days in the Deep South Remembered, by Raines, reviewed, 378

Narrative of a Voyage to the Spanish Main, in the Ship “Two
Friends,” facsimile reprint, ed. Griffin, reviewed, 389
Nasatir, Abraham P., book review by, 497
National Register of Historic Places, 508
”Naval Career of John Eliot, Governor of West Florida,” by
Robert R. Rea, 451
Nelson, Richard A., 398
New Deal for Blacks: The Emergence of Civil Rights as a
National Issue. Volume 1: The Depression Years, by Sitkoff,
reviewed, 492
Newby, I. A., The South, a History, reviewed, 474
Newell, David, The Trouble of It Is, reviewed, 366
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Newton, Jessie Porter, obituary, 511
Novak, Daniel A., The Wheel of Servitude: Black Forced Labor
After Slavery, reviewed, 235

Oates, Stephen B., With Malice Toward None: The Life of
Abraham Lincoln, reviewed, 374
Old Mobile: Fort Louis de la Louisiane, 1702-1711, by Higginbotham, reviewed, 94
“Old South to the New,” Citadel history conference, 400
Once a Runner, by Parker, reviewed, 246
Oral History Association, 401
Oral History Association, Committee on Evaluation, 123
Orange County Historical Society, 124
Oubre, Claude F., Forty Acres and a Mule: The Freedmen’s
Bureau and Black Land Ownership, reviewed, 376
Our Appalachia, ed. by Shackelford and Weinberg, reviewed, 246
Our Worthy Commander: The Life and Times of Benjamin
Pierce in Whose Honor Fort Pierce is Named, by Burbey, reviewed, 243
Paisley, Joy Smith, ed., Cemeteries of Leon County, Fla.: Rural
White Cemeteries; Tombstone Inscriptions and Epitaphs, 123
Palm Beach County Historical Commission, 199
Papers of Henry Laurens, Volume Six: August 1, 1768-July 31,
1769, ed. by Rodgers, Chesnutt, and Clark, reviewed, 224
Parker, John L., Once a Runner, reviewed, 246
Parks, Arva Moore, 396
Parks, J. H., book review by, 96
Paulson, Darryl, and Janet Stiff, “An Empty Victory: The St.
Petersburg Sanitation Strike, 1968,” 421
Peace River Valley Historical Society, 123
Penkower, Monty Noam, The Federal Writers’ Project: A Study
in Government Patronage of the Arts, reviewed, 380
Pensacola Historical Society, 397
Pensacola Home and Savings Association, 126
Pérez, Louis A., Jr., “Cubans in Tampa: From Exiles to Immigrants, 1892-1901,” 129
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Philp, Kenneth R., John Collier’s Crusade for Indian Reform,
1920-1954, reviewed, 489
Plakas, Rosemary Fry, Paul H. Smith, Gerard W. Gawalt, and
Eugene R. Sheridan, eds., Letters of Delegates to Congress,
1774-1789. Volume One: August 1774-August 1775, reviewed,
225; Letters of Delegates to Congress, 1774-1789. Volume Two:
September-December 1775, reviewed, 225
Political History of the Cherokee Nation, 1838-1907, by Wardell,
reprint ed., reviewed, 392
Polk County Historical Quarterly, 399
Polk, James K., The Camelia Caper, reviewed, 393
“Policing Miami’s Black Community, 1896-1930,” by Paul S.
George, 434
Politics and Power in a Slave Society: Alabama, 1800-1860, by
Thornton, reviewed, 481
Poyo, Gerald E., “Key West and the Cuban Ten Years War,” 289
Pozzetta, George E., ed., “Immigrants and Radicals in Tampa,
Florida,” 337
Price, Eugenia, St. Simons Memoir, reviewed, 383
Proctor, Samuel, ed., Eighteenth-Century Florida and the Revolutionary South, reviewed, 215
Proctor, Samuel, and Jerald T. Milanich, eds., Tacachale: Essays
on the Indians of Florida and Southeastern Georgia during
the Historic Period, reviewed, 364
Purcell, Douglas Clare, and D. Gregory Jeane, eds., The Architectural Legacy of the Lower Chattahoochee Valley, reviewed,
393

Quine, D. B., W. P. Cumming, Susan Hillier, and Glynder Williams, The Exploration of North America, 1630-1776, reviewed, 391
Rabinowitz, Howard N., Race Relations in the Urban South,
1865-1890, reviewed, 236
Rabun, James, book review by, 374
Race Relations in the Urban South, 1865-1890, by Rabinowitz,
reviewed, 236
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Raines, Howell, My Soul Is Rested: Movement Days in the Deep
South Remembered, reviewed, 378
Rea, Robert R., “The Naval Career of John Eliot, Governor of
West Florida,” 451; book review by, 94
Ready, Milton, and Kenneth Coleman, eds., The Colonial
Records of the State of Georgia, Volume 27, reviewed, 118
“Rebellion in East Florida in 1795,” by Janice Borton Miller,
173
Reed, Merl E., and Gary M. Fink, eds., Essays in Southern
Labor History: Selected Papers, Southern Labor History Conference, 1976, reviewed, 239
Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award, 120, 253, 257
Remini, Robert V., Andrew Jackson and the Cource of American
Empire, 1767-1821, reviewed, 476
Richardson, Joe, book reviews by, 103, 235
Rise and Fall of the Plantation South, by Luraghi, reviewed, 370
Roark, James L., Masters Without Slaves: Southern Planters in
the Civil War and Reconstruction, reviewed, 99
Robinson, Willard B., American Forts: Architectural Form and
Function, reviewed, 111
Rodgers, George C., Jr., David R. Chesnutt, and Peggy J. Clark,
eds., The Papers of Henry Laurens, Volume Six: August 1,
1768-July 31, 1769, reviewed, 224
“ ‘Rogues and Black Hearted Scamps’: Civil War Letters of
Winston and Octavia Stephens, 1862-1863,” ed. by Ellen E.
Hodges and Stephen Kerber, 54
Roots of Black Poverty: The Southern Plantation Economy After
the Civil War, by Mandle, reviewed, 486
Rubin, Louis D., winner of the 1978 Jules F. Landry Award, 122
Rudwick, Elliott, book review by, 492
Ryden, Hope, The Little Deer of the Florida Keys, reviewed, 244

Sanders, Ronald, Lost Tribes and Promised Lands: The Origins
of American Racism, reviewed, 497
Sanger, Marjory Bartlett, book review by, 383
Searching for the Invisible Man: Slaves and Plantation Life in
Jamaica, by Craton, reviewed, 484
Shackelford, Laurel, and Bill Weinberg, eds., Our Appalachia,
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reviewed, 246
Shankman, Arnold, and Marion Wright, Human Rights Odyssey,
reviewed, 385
Shepard, Herschell E., Jr., 397
Sheridan, Eugene R., Paul H. Smith, Gerald W. Gawalt, and
Rosemary Fry Plakas, eds., Letters of Delegates to Congress,
1774-1789. Volume One: August 1774-August 1775, reviewed,
225; Letters of Delegates to Congress, 1774-1789. Volume
Two: September-December 1775, reviewed, 225
Shofner, Jerrell H., Daniel Ladd: Merchant Prince of Frontier
Florida, reviewed, 213; “Florida and the Black Migration,”
267; book review by, 376
Sitkoff, Harvard, A New Deal for Blacks: The Emergence of
Civil Rights as a National Issue. Volume I: The Depression
Years, reviewed, 492
Smallwood, La Viece, 509
Smith, E. A. (Frog), Frog Smith’s Scrapbook, reviewed, 500
Smith, Julia F., book review by, 370
Smith, Paul H., Gerald W. Gawalt, Rosemary Fry Plakas, and
Eugene R. Sheridan, eds., Letters of Delegates to Congress,
1774-1789. Volume One: August 1774-August 1775, reviewed,
225; Letters of Delegates to Congress, 1774-1789. Volume Two:
September-December 1775, reviewed, 225
Smith, Robert E., book review by, 223
Smock, Raymond W., and Louis R. Harlan, eds., The Booker
T. Washington Papers, Volume 6: 1901-1902, reviewed 104,
The Booker T. Washington Papers, Volume 7: 1903-1904,
reviewed, 104
Solomon, Jack, and Olivia Solomon, Cracklin Bread and Asfidity: Folk Recipes and Remedies, reviewed, 503
Solomon, Olivia, and Jack Solomon, Cracklin Bread and Asfidity: Folk Recipes and Remedies, reviewed, 503
Sosna, Morton, In Search of the Silent South: Southern Liberals
and the Race Issue, reviewed, 108
South, a History, by Newby, reviewed, 474
South Atlantic Urban Studies, Volume 2; ed. by Censer, Steinert,
and McCandless, reviewed, 240
South Carolina Women: They Dared to Lead, by Bodie, reviewed,
503
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Southeastern Council on Latin American Studies, 400
Southern Elections: County and Precinct Data, 1950-1972, comp.
by Bartley and Graham, reviewed, 390
Southern Experience in the American Revolution, ed. by Crow
and Tise, reviewed, 227
Southern Labor Association, 510
Southern Life Histories Editing and Indexing Project, 509
Southern Literary Culture: A Bibliography of Masters’ and
Doctors’ Theses, comp. by Emerson and Michael, reviewed,
502
Southern Women in the Recent Educational Movement in the
South, by Mayo, ed. by Carter and Friedlander, reprint ed.,
reviewed, 390
St. Simons Memoir, by Price, reviewed, 383
Stanley F. Horn, Editor and Publisher, by Horn and Crawford,
reviewed, 245
Starr, J. Barton, book review by, 227
Steamboats Come True, by Flexner, reprint, reviewed, 394
Steinert, N. Steven, Jack Censer, and Amy M. McCandless, eds.,
South Atlantic Urban Studies, Volume 2, reviewed, 240
Stephen Foster Center, 509
Stiff, Janet, and Darryl Paulson, “An Empty Victory: The St.
Petersburg Sanitation Strike, 1968,” 421
Straight, Williams M., book review by, 474
Such As Us: Southern Voices of the Thirties, ed. by Terrill and
Hirsch, reviewed, 491
Surf, Sand & Post Card Sunset, by Hurley, reviewed, 117

Tacachale: Essays on the Indians of Florida and Southeastern
Georgia during the Historic Period, ed. by Milanich and
Proctor, reviewed, 364
Tales of Old Hollywood, by Cuddy, reviewed, 115
Tallahassee Historical Society, 508
Tampa Bay History, 125, 508
Tampa Historical Society, 397
Taylor, Arnold H., Travail and Triumph: Black Life and
Culture in the South Since the Civil War, reviewed, 103
Tebeau, Charlton, book review by, 219
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Terborg-Penn, Rosalyn, and Sharon Harley, eds., The AfroAmerican Woman: Struggles and Images, reviewed, 495
Terrill, Tom E., and Jerrold Hirsch, eds., Such As Us: Southern
Voices of the Thirties, reviewed, 491
Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Hurston, revised ed., reviewed, 117
Thomas, Donna, “ ‘Camp Hell’: Miami During the SpanishAmerican War,” 141
Thornbrough, Emma Lou, book review by, 495
Thornton, J. Mills III, Politics and Power in a Slave Society:
Alabama, 1800-1860, reviewed, 481
Thornton, J. Mills III, winner of the 1977 Jules F. Landry
Award, 122
Three Kentucky Presidents, by Hamilton, reviewed, 246
Tise, Larry E., and Jeffrey J. Crow, eds., The Southern Experience in the American Revolution, reviewed, 227
Topping, Aileen Moore, ed., An Impartial Account of the Late
Expedition Against St. Augustine, facsimile reprint, reviewed,
499
Travail and Triumph: Black Life and Culture in the South Since
the Civil War, by Taylor, reviewed, 103
Trouble of It Is, by Newell, reviewed, 366

U. S. Army Military History Institute, Advanced Research
Project, 124
University of Florida Wooden Artifact Project Fund, 126
University of South Alabama Photographic Archives, 402
University of South Florida, 508
Urbanization of Florida’s Population: An Historical Perspective
of County Growth, 1830-1870, comp. by Dietrich, reviewed,
392

Valentine, James, and Charles Wharton, Georgia, reviewed, 118
VanLandingham, Kyle S., and Alma Heatherington, The History
of Okeechobee County, reviewed, 389
Voodoo & Hoodoo, by Haskins, reviewed, 504
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Waciuma, Wanjohi, Intervention in Spanish Floridas 1801-1813:
A Study in Jeffersonian Foreign Policy, reviewed, 91
Wagy, Thomas R., “Governor LeRoy Collins of Florida and the
Selma Crisis of 1965,” 403
Walsh, Richard, book review by, 224
Walton, George, Winner of the 1978 Charlton W. Tebeau Junior
Book Award, 121, 253, 257
War Averters: Seward, Mallory, and Fort Pickens, by Dibble,
reviewed, 243
Ward, Judson C., Jr., book reviews by, 113, 372
Wardell, Morris L., A Political History of the Cherokee Nation
1838-1907, reprint ed., reviewed, 392
Warnke, James R., Balustrades and Gingerbread, reviewed, 500
Watson, Sterling, Weep No More My Brother, reviewed, 246
Weaver, Herbert, and Wayne Cutler, eds., Correspondence of
James K. Polk, Volume IV, 1837-1838, reviewed, 96
Webber, Thomas L., Deep Like the Rivers: Education in the
Slave Quarter Community, reviewed, 478
Weep No More My Brother, by Watson, reviewed, 246
Weinbert, Bill, and Laurel Shackelford, eds., Our Appalachia,
reviewed, 246
Welsh, Michael E., “Legislating a Homestead Bill: Thomas Hart
Benton and the Second Seminole War,” 157
Wentworth Foundation, 121
Wharton, Charles, and James Valentine, Georgia, reviewed, 118
Wheel of Servitude: Black Forced Labor After Slavery, by Novak,
reviewed, 235
Wiley, Bell I., book review by, 475
William Berry Hartsfield, Mayor of Atlanta, by Martin, reviewed,
394
“William Edwards and the Historic University of Florida
Campus: A Photographic Essay,” by Stephen Kerber, 327
William H. Chase, Gulf Coast Fort Builder, by Dibble, reviewed,
244
Williams, Glynder, W. P. Cumming, Susan Hillier, D. B. Quine,
and Glynder Williams, The Exploration of North America,
1630-1776, reviewed, 391
Williamson, Edward C., book review by, 101
Wilson, Beth P., Giants for Justice: Bethune, Randolph & King,

Published by STARS, 1978

147

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 57 [1978], No. 4, Art. 1
540

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

reviewed, 501
With Malice Toward None: The Life of Abraham Lincoln, by
Oates, reviewed, 374
Witness in Philadelphia, by Mars and Eden, reviewed, 110
Work of Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues, a Huguenot Artist in
France, Florida, and England, ed. by Hulton, reviewed, 88
Workdays: Finding Florida on the Job, by Graham, reviewed, 219
Wright, J. Leitch, Jr., book review by, 230
Wright, Marion, and Arnold Shankman, Human Rights Odyssey,
reviewed, 385
Wyman, Jeffries, Sr., Dear Jeffie, ed. by Gifferd, reviewed, 244
Wynes, Charles E., book review by, 236
Yo Solo: The Battle Journal of Bernardo de Gálvez During the
American Revolution, transl. by Montemayor, reviewed, 117
Young Hamilton: A Biography, by FIexner, reviewed, 368
Zora Neale Hurston Fellowship Award, 125
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A

MEMBERSHIP IN THE

FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

IS AN

EXCELLENT GIFT IDEA FOR BIRTHDAYS, GRADUATION, OR FOR
ANYONE INTERESTED IN THE RICH AND COLORFUL STORY OF

F LORIDA’S

PAST .

A one-year membership costs only $10.00, and it includes
four issues of the Florida Historical Quarterly, the Florida History Newsletter, as well as all other privileges of membership. A
personal letter from the Executive Secretary of the Society will
notify the recipient of your gift of your generosity and consideration. Convey your respect for that special person’s dignity and
uniqueness. What better way to express your faith in the lessons
of the past and to celebrate old friendships?
Send to: Florida Historical Society
University of South Florida Library
Tampa, Florida 33620
Please send as a special gift:

• Annual membership-$10
• Family membership-$15
• Fellow membership-$20
• Special membership-$50 $75, $150
• Life membership-$350
• Memorial membership-$350
• Check or money order enclosed
• Cash enclosed
TO
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